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The following letter was brought to my attention in

Chester, W. S., in the summer of 1916, but unfortunately, while

———— e,

I copled 1t I do not remember at this date - February 28, 1927 -

from whom I received it, or whether it was copied from a personal
letter or newspaper. I would assume the latter. as the name
of an addressee 1s omitted from the copy. It iscpiotin that

the party who showed the original to me, placed some value on it

otherwise I would have retained it.

Halifax, N
Decembe

On reading a very interesting atticle in the Halifax
Mail, credited to the Boston Traveler, about a company having been
formed to renew the search for Kidd's supposed hidden treasure at
Oak Tsland, in khsxzemnkyxeRxkumsrEmeg bthis county, it brought to

my mind a curious story that was told me a few years ago in refer-
ence to this Subliecty

I do not wish to convey the idea that the information
will be of ahdr ¥alue to this new company of fortune hunters, but
may' provel oy Mitereat just at this time, 1, llke the majority
of Wova Scotians, have heard more or less of 0Oak Island at Chester
as belng the repository of that notable pirate's wealth, and possi-
bly know more than a good many, for, when a boy, my early recollec-
tions were assoclated with Oak Island, pirates, Captain Xidd's gold
etc., as T had an uncle who was a shareholder in one of the early
companies formed and who was embued with all the enthusiasm that
mystery engenders and that accompanies the search for hidden zold.
He had not only to bear the glbes of unbelievers as well ag friends,
particularly when unexpected calls were made, but Hed to contend
against disappointments and unforeseen obstacles at the works, and
though his golden dreams were not realized he never lost faith in
the belief but what the gold was there all the same. The next
time I heard about Oak Island was on the Australian cold fields
about thirty years ago from a Mr. Tupper FPlemming of Stewiacke,

N. S., who had worked there a season.
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‘Was in iy 84ih year and had |
. been ill for pearly a month, He |l

treasure, .Mr. Blair had been in- '
~terested in the search. for the|

INHOSPITAL

 The ldeath of Frederick Leander|

i Blair, one 6f Amherst’s oldest ac-
Tive citizens occurred in the Vic- |

toria Gereral Hospial, Halifax, |
on  Sunday moring, M- Blair

was taken to Halifax on March ||
21 after being a patient at High-
land View Hospital for approxi-
mately one ‘week.: © e
“Mr,. Blair was well known in
the Maritimes:andt:in Canada and |
the United States through his

connection with the world famous|

Oak Island, believed to be the
hiding place: of Captain Kidd’s |

pirate loot for the past 60 years
and held the lease for the treas- |
ure heing burled on the Island, _
He was born at Thomson Sta-|
tion in 1867, son of the late Wil- |
liam and Susan Blair. He lived
in Amherst in this earlier years

moving to Calgary in 1912, where |

he carried on an.insurance busi- |
ness. e A
He returned to Amherst in 1981
where he continued this insurance
business untilk appointed registrar
of probate in 1939, |
He was a past master of Alex- |
andra Lodge A.F. and AJM. and j
attended the First Baptist Church,

¥

He is survived by one son, Gor-
don of Saint John, one sister,
Mrs. Reina Quinn of Bayside, LI !
and one granddaughter, Marie, |
Mrs. (Clayton Smith of Patterson,

N. J. His wife and a son Colin |

predeceased him in’ 1943,

~ The remains are resting at!

Campbell’s Puneral Home until -
Tuesday night whén they will he |’

taken to Colonial Hall - from

where' the [funeral will be held !i ‘
|

Wednesday. afternoon.at 3 o’clock.
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~ dome on this Island failed to disclose * the |

Mention of the name of the late Fred |
i
f

Blair inevitably brings up Temembremce of
the Oak Island treasure and his interest in

what was supposed to have been left on this i 1

South Shore Island by the old time navigator
and pirate Captain William Kidd. ‘Mr. Blair

was deeply’ impressed with the -possibilities I

of this search and was .actively associated in |
-1t for many years and had the almost ex-
- clusive right to operate the property. All'the
. prospecting ‘and shaft-sinking that was ever

qubulous treasure, ‘but' once in a while some-
thing out of the ordinary was revedled and |
this led to-renewed interest in"the search. Mr. i

|
|
i

Blair ‘never lost some glimmer of hope in this { '

rewarding possibility. |

But this was not his whole life. He lived |
in Amherst many ‘“years and worked ‘for
othezs in his younger days after coming here |
from Thomson Station where he was born,
and after some time spent in the West where
he conducted an insurance business returmned.
to Amherst and developed the same kind of
business here. Some twelve years ago he was
appointed Hegistrar of Probate in Ambherst
and, théough not o lawyer, made himself in:
timetely acquainted with .all the responsibil- i
ities of that important position and fulfilled ||
them to the better. |, It is our impression that |-
he was an exceptionally capable official and j

that he worked meny long hours 1o keep b

abreast of the much business that was con- |
stantly coming o that office. -His moments of i
relaxation in recent years were very few. : a'

He was a good community man and active- -

il
~He was a good community man and «c. f

tively interested in the work of First Baptist .,

Church, and: his masy and varied xpetiences i

- and exeellent memory made him an interest.

ing conversationalist. The number of our citi
zens who can talk authoratively of the Am
herst of sixty years ago are now very few.
His tall spare fi ‘was very familiar on our g
streets and now that he has gone.on the Jong
last ireasure trove thers will be renewed |}
thought of -that romantic island that engaged’|
his thought omd dreams [or so many years. _

With he ‘departming day now past may |
the sun 1isa brightly for him on the other |
ghore. .
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,IV 7 S”f gl i J Filale _ The dream lasted him a lifetime, ‘, 5

3 ‘and hundreds of others who read

'the accounts of the fabulous fortune, | / !

w( N ' _ S ; . 9 D : . f ‘or who have actually—like the late | [ |
ova dcotian’s Dream Of F=t i s Sana” |
i ‘ will keep the riddle, and the dream,

Riddle Ended By Death

RETAINS SECRET — Oak Island, pictured above, is still the
scene of a half century hunt for Captain Kidd’s treasure, and the
dream of a Nova Scotian, Judge Frederick L. Blair of Ambherst,
of seeing the riddle solved was denied by death on Sunday,
Judge Blair, who took part in the first tréasure hunt on the little
island in 1896, died in Halifax on Sunday at the age of 83.

By TED SHIELDS = ¢
igd A Knowing the thousands of dollars
h d ss Sta
. _anm Cg;?':!ts;on%f:nts suy ¢ the treasure-seeker needed to pour

; ! » . into the pit to hold back the waters
HALIFAX, April 3— (BUP)— of Mahone Bay and prevent the
Judge Frederick ‘L. Blair died in treasure, if any, sinking even deeper
: el Send ft th ‘g in the silt, Bl_an- always confined the
pRIL //;/ e CBX aUnCAY Bt 7€ age of 55, treasure seeking rightsto those with
ﬂ thhout_reahzing his life-long dream’ sufficient money ‘and engineering
of solving the riddle of Oak Island., ability to make a worthwhile try

But even as Blair, judge of the * - and take the loss.

2 . He knew, as many of the eager
P"“’ba“.‘ (_:n_“ft‘_ln Ambherst, Nova hunters found, the greatest fortune
Scotia” for the past 15 years, was on Oak Island was the money

dying, ‘8 new attempt !b raise Cap-: pcured  into the series of wain
tain Kidd's legendary .treasure,,‘y‘iasf yoniohan Wb
starting, . . i Treasure Trove Right Leased

Fifty-Five Years Of Watehing ' | " vt year, Judge Blair and G, D,
e, o Hetching one| o ovrners of the Ianit gl mons
ry after another end in ure : =

// never dimmed Blair's belief that| dudriers of the land to New S
[ Kidd, or some other pirate, haq| Ning engineer JY—JJLL‘)M hitne
L .hiddén' ‘sea-chests full of éolden | Lewls, who epent last Summer sur-"
doubloaiil th the ; | veying his new island and indicated

mysterious network | reent il dinsi
of underground pits and passages in | oY aA Ha ?ag g,xfe_: 'EENE

i

the flini-hard clay of Oak Island,: : e

on Nova Scotia’s south coast. joparations might start early this (
Blair, a native of Amherst, spent!|year. : :

part of his youth in Massachugetts|| Blair was too ill at the time to!

but returned to Nova Scotia in 1895 || comment on Lewis’ plans, The last

just in time to take part in his first |full-scale assault on the Oak Island |

treasure hunt.” It was almost ones Was in 1rz___A947 when Edward Reichert |
century  then since two curious’|0f New York dug and 1 found nothing, : \ \

youths: had. discovered the opening| Nearly a century ago, some
of the now famous “Treasure Pit” i treasure-seekers actually sighted an
on the island. . i| 0ld wooden sea chest in the pit. But

. And the result of the searches, a’ before it could be raised, sea water .
century -apart, was just about the (| Poured into the excavation from a
same—the pit:was cleared out, the |hidden tunnel and the men barely
searchers found 'some parchment, |escaped with thqir lives. When the
»  bits of crude ironwork, coco-matting |PIt was pumped 'dry, the sea chest
+ .-« but no golden treasure, ~ |had sunk again in the ooze, and has
Blair never gave up hope, When |not been sighted since. .
he grew too old to take part in the | At other times, links of iron chain Dbt
treasure hunts himself, he subslet |and other iron work, - coc-fibre
his treasure trove rights—which he matting, paper and bits of tropical
had leased from the Provincial Gove Woods have been raised and even a
ernment at the turn of the century— few gold coins were once found.,
to ecarefully chosen candidates from Such finds were enough to main-
the hiindreds who agked hle war | $8in the faith of Blair tr 2l e 3.1
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Boss Much Alive

%nax formation in regard to Oak
Island and. its supposed treasure,
¢Edward R. Snow of Boston has been
here conferring with Fred L. Blair,
-who has been lessee of this, famous
. |island for several decades. i
- - Mr. Snow also wanted to see Mr.
‘Blair for another reason. He had
Stated in a broadcast on Oak Island
a short time ago that Mr, Blair had
‘not been @ble to fi ‘
and’had died of a rt.

: ~ happened that Mr. Blair was
listenting to the broadcast and imme-
diately wrote Mr. Snow that he was |
still wery much: alive, S o
./He has been Registrar of Probate |
dn A »@gft. for many years, This|
brought the broadeaster to Amherst|!
 after coming by plahe from Boston
to Island and from there to
‘Dartmouth and to Amherst, .

Mr., Snow isecured a. number of
photographs: of Treasure Island and
expressed himself .as greatly inter-
ested in the wealth of historic lore

o
~

‘Cumberland County. He plans to|
return to. Nova Scotia in  the
Bummeny o sl 05 T

——

KLy sl
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ST, April 24 — Seeking| .

{in this province and particularly in

S

(1)11. a'(lio&roken heart because of failure to locate the alleged pirate
oar: . ' ~
Mr. Blair, who happened to be listening at the time, sent Mr.
. Snow a letter assuring him that the lessee is very much alive.
Yesterday Mr. Snow arrived here by plane with Borden
Price of Ambherst, and called on Mr. Blair with an apology for
: his inadvertence,
Then they flew off to Oak Island to get some pictures. came
| back ?ater en route to Boston where Mr. Snow will write a
book about the famous treasure- hunts on the South Shore.
He plans to return later to spend the summer in Cumberland.

T S TTIIEED.

/ (s't‘ated that Fred L. Blair, Amherst lessee of the island, had died

St ),

s of Nova Scuii
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26 de Julio de 1947.

Sr. Fred L. Blair
Reg. Probate
Amherst Nov. Scotia.
RE: "Kidd" Chache & Shaft
Oak Isl, Mahone Ba.y. N. S.

Dear Mr. Blair:

The writer just happened to read a late
account of activity om the above project which you have
participated in and due to the fact you are eredited with
Crown Rites on Oak Island am just wondering if that part
of the article is fact or fiction. Am also wondering if
mention of Edw, Reichart and & syndicate with plans for
activity on Oak Isl. at present is also trme and if so
what progress has been made along what lines of proceedure.

The reason I am writing you is due to the
writer haveing had considerable experience in Mexico in
the past in recovering various caches and also in taking
over and reopening ancient mines in various parts of the
country where old shafte, drifts and crosscuts are not
recorded, maped or reported in the archives and any search
for values or producing ore bodies is strictly prospecting |
of a nature requiring a development of instinct and sharp §
perception and deduction of each project as found. However, ]
a general scheme of eliminating certain possible methods,
not appliable to some project at hand, is the result of my
experience and in reading over the facts of the above
mentioned prospect I have been inclined to believe that sinee
nonexverienced searching has resulted in continmous failures
in the past, it could be that on all past instances a prime
factor has not been congidered which is the general method
that has always been employed by the old experienced pirates
in cacheing underground with access by shaft or tunnel.

The account of your activity in the above
project mentions that you began operations at & depth below
| permanent waterline of approximately 10C feet snd before your
| starting, other searchers seemed to have found battons of
| devious materials every ten feet in depth from the top of
| the shaft of some 13 ft. dia.,at regular intervals down to
| waterline. Since you are familiar with the shaft, am just
| wondering if the diasmater of shaft graduslly reduces at each
g ten foot stage where plankingof various materials was removed. '
{ If such is the case, please advise me. Also advise me if you
| found the shaft shored with any timber or other materials or
(|

4
{
‘ 'J

|

lageed in any way by the original parties sinking same, or
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HAmerican Commodities Comodidadss —HAmericana

Laws St. 1 [708 L. O. Diawer 6201 (prortes "Camfer” S. A
ge[ep’:oncs.' QRiverside 8778 . Central 3632
(Tite) (guxh'n 8-8896
Ca[)le "l._]lme'lco"

Yonala 75 Apart. Post 7432

gelepllone Enicsson 14-57-27
“Camfer” Cable

Dallas 2, Texas, U. S. H. Mexico, D. F. Mex.

#  F. L. Blair, 7-26-"47
Amheret N. S.

if shored by prospectors as reinforcing of walls against cave-
ing. The condition of the shaft is the only positive means of .
deducting its original purpose when sunk by extinct individ- ;
usle eand since you have spent considerable time and effort
on géing on down below the waterline, I presume you know if
you were following an old shaft at this lower depth, or if
you might have been sinking a shaft from your starting point
in the old onme,

Since the article mentions that you still have
the rites on the island, I presume you are still interested
in the project,and if you are,actively or not I may be able ?
to be of some help to your associates as I happened to have ' -
talked to some successful treasure archieologists who mentiomed ( % "’3
their solutions of the problems of a project similar to the g
shaft in question,and it could be that yours is not hopeless.

Any communication you are in position to
forward me will be apprecisted and,if at your earliest con-
venience, please direct it to my residence address below.

les-j
Personal Corresp. s
via., Air Mail
3703 Hawthorne Ave,
Highland Park,
Dallas Texas,U. S. A.






