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ﬂi&ﬁ REFERKKCE TO ATTEMPTS MADE AT VARIOQUS
TIHRS TO RECOVER A TREASURE SUPPOSED 70 BE

BURIED_QH 0AK ISLAND, NOVA SCOTIA.
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There is a full oomplete and authentio story of this
work in typewritten form, preparea by ¥. L. Blair, who has been
connecoted with the projeot for thirty seven yﬁE?h. The follow-
ing i3 a gynopsis of that story.

handed down fron a sallor, or any other person, indicating the

/ » Thero is no map, no mythical gtory, no dream, nothing
Vj/ burial of anything on Oak Ialand at any location.

1

Ehe_ﬁiaoovery of the‘pit was3 aceldental. The zeneral
conditions opd one gpot in particmlar, so sitrongly 1nuleatﬂ& the
burial of somothing, that the digcoverers aeareulg opened the
ground and found themselves in & well defined p;t

| jone generation to another, George Vaufnan of old Riwer, e Se,
o grandson of Anthony Vaughan, one ol Ghe three discoverers, told
Te Lo Blair in 1822, that his gra@dfather had told ninm that a
tree, on & limb of whioh wag attached a ship's block, atiracted
their attention, and they duz under the block.  The pit was eir-
guler in form aﬁﬁ twelve feab in dianeber, the digrine waas cazy
inalde and very hard outside, 1% thareiorn, being ocasy to tell
when the wall of the pili was "peached. At 25 Teev un@v came o
a layer of charsoal, putbty and beach stones, there was slgo a
soft spot at this point on the weat gide, kr, Vaughan also
stated thet his father, David Vamghan, worked at the pit when

- the original bYoring was done, ile weg told by his father, that
he wos present when a man (Goubtless Pitu a took something
from the bovings, rubbed it on his panta 1oz, and after exanin-

atian, pat i% in hia pocket an& 1e£t the Island that nLyhﬁ.

/ The a4 ory of that disvnverg hag been huanded dowm from

The aiseavarers aban&onem wan at thirty feet, bLeceuse
1t became too heavy for thems 4he'matter rosted Tor seven years
- untll 3imeon ds of Unslow, s 3., hepponed to call at the
" house of Lir, Vaughan, and there heard the story. it that time
it was an casy matter to investigate, and aseertain the facts,
- whioh doubtless wes done, us Lyn&s orbaniaqa a comnany, and fin-
gnged it in and around Truro, N. 3., and with the sssistonce of
others 1n Halifax and Pzatou countles.

v . The soil of the Islend at this location, is a very hard,
fizm olay, and it mugt be borne in mind that no men would dig in
gugh aoi%, and imagine that it hadbeen disturbed previoualy, 1t
such were not the case, Three men wont to thirty feet, and sub-
sequently, a company of men went to 95 feet, all fully awarc of

the faot that the pit in which they worked hed previougly been
, oponed and refilled. ,
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. Another company was orgzanized and went to work in

. 1849, T¥aughan and Lynds, were still living end endorsed the

1 work. Operations were conduoted by various companies in 1849,
1850 « 51 - B4 - 1861 - 63 and 1866, each having the benefit of

information furnished by previous workers. ‘ :

. The numerous gompanies, their rapld succession, and
the persistency of the men of those years, when every opportunity
‘ was availsble to prove the story, indicates & firm conviction in
_ the existence of something of valuc in that pit, :

. tlork was again commenced in fx 1894, and a number of
men were still llvine who had worked on the Island, and one at
least, Adams A, Tupper, had worked there in 1860 1851 and 1863,

. A& aopy of an affidavit made by Tupper is attagﬁeﬁ. Thig affi-
- davit covera the story to 1860, '

. There is alzo attaghed, a statement malde by J. W.
Andrews, who when e boy, watched operatlions in 1349. This boy _
: lvsuEsequenﬁly~besame an engineer, and his statement wag made
oy when in msinesa in Brooklyn, He T., 83 8 congulting cngincer.

She In sddition %o this, %Shere is the sitory written by
. pdudge Mather B, DesBrisay, and pablished in his "Hiatory of

" 1/|Iunenburg County." The judge says that his story of the Is-

|| lend 1s elther first, or sscond hand, and he know 1t to boe true.
[\l lle bvrings thestory up to 1BEOC,

g The work done ir the ninetiss is comperatively recent,
. and 2dditional proof that something wag buried in the plt , was

- proguced. A pecord was kept, end there 1g no doubt whatever
regarding the developments, and the story of the operations ceon-
ducfted in thet period, - »

1t 19 certeln that & anount of work was done |
. omothinz.  Tho artifioddl conditions were there to be
_ 3een, and were owrposed ab hoth the plt and the shore. . Zoconub
 husks, or fibre, were brought up from the pit, and-dug up &% the
- 8hore. One man writes that tons and tong of it were discovered
on the worka. It ean be duz up at 3mith's Cove bLoday.

e The repeated fallures to recover this ftroassure wore -
~dne to the fact that no company 0f searchers gould be sonvinced
” that such an elaborate plece of worh had bben donc orizinslly,
and nome of them were prepared to conduct the operations on the
' soale necesasary to overcome the artiflelal conditions.




V mw Mum of the wala.a at ‘the treama is atten askea..
This ¢ mt in the nature of things, be definitely anawered, Bub
‘khe a0t is "¥nown that, in prwiﬁms aperationa. a total of 66 inches

. 0f loome metal hag bﬂen drilled throuzh. It is kmown that the pit,

\when originelly opened, wes *,"~"_Jéat in aiameter. By comput-

|1 ing  the superf: odal area&nﬂ.am‘ ihis by €6 inehos -~ five
/| and. one half fest of metol w- mhioa’i amtenta cen be determined

|| vhich will mMsa‘ka five million dollars es a very vonservative

. gppralgale Oxm &t 'azw moat reasonable explanations of the treasure

s la that 46 & yal ‘church f}ﬁts and valuables, known to have
, \é baen xmwﬁ. from ‘nglend and hidden durins the Protectorato o ./‘53*/4
& £om 1; after the execution of Charles Te ‘this treasurs simply
o “mft from the face of tho earth and has never been regoverod.
o “( ‘Vﬁ'{ probably 1% now lies buried on Cak Ieland., If so, its value
far exqeed, for archaoclogical cnd historical purposes, any-
hing in the way of bullion or mere precious metal. 3uch values,
asa hwtpviaal reliaa or ijata &'a:ct. are abwe computation a.a
mugeun mteﬁa‘l. .

g wm bﬁ unﬁ.ez'atom that my estimatg is who‘lly prob-
: 1 , lemﬁi@al: but the gtatement ls well grounded thet at 0ek Islamd,
] & very great roward awalts thoge who asumccessfully complete the re» .

‘ ”l govery of this most wsteriema and smpe.mous of kmown buried
Colb :

il g : e : : : :
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AFFIDAVIT or-mmm A;"'wmm. -

I Aﬁama Tu@ ef Saath.Frami ham, Maaa., having
1n th» unmmers of 1850 - Bl 5;; azae_xaég wmfka& for the company ,
then operating on Osk Island, and being familiar with the various
reports and traditions cuasarning the work done there before my
own personal knowledge, hereby make oath that the foregoing state-
ment ragnrﬁlng th@ aa&o 13, to thz best or my knawle&ge and belief,
abaa&utaly Srucs . _ . - ‘

Bllf,(signed)‘r

Ad.&ms .;% ] T'llpp 01‘ .

nﬁi&d&aée&, a3 L _:: 8 ommonwcalth of uassaohuaetts.
e fe G e , fovember 23, 1393.

e

e :Lhen perﬁanally apneare& the &bﬁVB nameé, Adems A. ”ugper,
; anﬁ made oath thaet the fovesoing statement oy hinm subgerlibved is
true, bafore me, Clerk of the Flrat Distriet Zourt of louthern
‘ miudlasex a Coupt of Record In sald County and ;tatu, ,
S ﬁitneaa my han& ana xnat thﬁ sral of sall Court.

(“Lgned)
. JOSQ He La&é&, Gléx‘k.»
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STATEMINT OF 3, W. ANDREWS, C. B, M. E. ceﬁsm,m'mct NG INEER.

_ The p?inaigal faots in your history are frosh in ny
memory, and nany of the minor ones were revived on reading then.
I hed previously jotted down thoame inckdents thot I learped in
early gaya, which went to confirm the belief that a treasure was
buried on Oak Islaend; the prineipal value of these remembrances
48 in the fact that §he are related by one st1ll living who re-
taing a olear recoll eti&n of them as they oceurred at the time,
.. '3ome of the prinoipsl faots which I remember having
heard from time to time since 1849 (at which time I was n§ne years
@¢ld) when a search was being made for the tronsene at Osk Island,

i Theae were 30 strongly impressed on my vouthful mind,
and were g0 all absorbing in interest to the primitive people of
thoge days, that I could never forgoet them, and the minor detalls
were oleariy recalled by reading the present pemphlet history of
Cak Igland. S . , : :

- - Fleat, the story as told by Hemorg 3mith, Veughan snd
Hettinnls of thelr discovery of tho ook tree with blook and tackle
and chain in 143 eroteh amd the eircular cavity with ~rass grown
over 1% differing from %he'surrounﬁing'growﬁh, wes Lnown to be a
fact amd firmly corroborated, LS e »

‘ i lext, the dlsging a pit in thig clrveular o

- shoyed evidence of a previous exeavation, Sl i

' 43ain, the sinking of the pit to a depth of (as memory

_@servea) abont 95 to 110 feot when water io the depth of 30 feet
w&ikfanna,in this pit one morning when the workmen came to resume
work. : e S : : ‘

el . Then the offorts to bell out the water with barrels and
- windless - proving ineifeotual, work stopped. I% wes notod that
~ the waber rose and fell with the tide in the bey, vut ne suspicion
- of & tunnel was entebtained or thought of. ; =
et A% one pexriod of the bordng, a common rod EVS 6T WES I'Gw
sorted to, and forelsn sriicles were brought to the surface, The
 sauger went through a depth of coins, as supposed from the nature
of the boringa, and the existence of s pieec of zold with the auger.

aco which

Pag 4 eovering of fibre over one of tho plank platiforms sald .
. £o be be ooc: £ibre - later sald to be a vezetable growth from - ° -

- Joapan or Mexico. I have a sample of 1% thel I have had for meny
. ¥ears, which I obtalned directly at the works. o R
- : ~ Zhege facts were profoundly impressed on my nsmory at
L zggthzige, and are clearly remembered and recalled today on reading
ey etory. . . » e - : -

ooRs The subsequent workings hed alweys & keon intoroat for ,
flﬁ~me._ Thoy are now mattiors of record and tend to couflrm the belief S
| in the existence of & treasure in Oak Islend. : -

~ (signeq)
. Je We Andrews,

1488 rast Third 3te, el D L CoTaMyEs
. Brooklyn, New York, ., o .
.+ October iet.; 1916.'J(A~dﬁéﬂs=va:’7% %&Jﬂiﬁ'ﬂf"ﬂé>






