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iPart Of Oalc Islan
rlart ot oak rsland, the regen-l - P**..d. to. exceed ry_T]lUo,1 lf

dary beasurc sqot in .Noval trj;3iil:Lffffjt''K?fi :ll:
Scotia, may son bc purchasedl 1965. He began his search afterll
by Robcrt Qug:[iSId' a Losl four men died on trre island.-inll
Angeles geolqlst. i their attempt.lo uncover thelr

Negd,iations for buying -al ""#irli"r,?*rd't A the area fromli
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progt€ss and United. -Pressi g;rpel-of 

'Sydney, 
nnfiTi-tal:

Internatimd war aleo inlormedl Uatffi causeway 
-acrosr 

thel!
th€ mgdiatidls may be."oq.l;;;;"n n*i,-ior*.ting thiif
pteted as early as thir weekend.liir,vlrr""Ji" ihe eorttern-coa*li

Dunfield began hil interestsl oi mainland Nove Scotia. l.
for the tEasure on Oak Island] The causeway permitted theli

movement ol heaw equipment
to the d8ging site, which
enabled the Californian more

once reported he was onlY a
matter of feet fiom the treasure
chamber, tut a continuous

!l nooAing of sludge and waterl'
ll forced the geologist and his nine-l'
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maq crew to call off lhe search
till more favorable Peather
conditions peruritted less set'
backs.'

Sinee,he teft th lsland
this year,
of island exPirg{ Now' alongl
rtrFffiFal associates, Dunfieldl
is hoping to buy the land.

The Californian told IIPI: "We

tbelieve that I have gained ry
fiom the Prcjeci than ,l
people have earued in.76 '
time; working with 5tao'?
ciates and meetiaS W{-- td
able new foiends in f^,-'b.4
This sort o! rewa/'qd+-
bougbt." 
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Internatlonal'yesterday hic nine'
man crew said theY would work
during tttc Chrletlqrar boliday to
reach the treasure Qhambcr'

Holid

opofatorir with a Yuletldr
i. r'rplrlt and elidlng earth In :l
i .deep pit have left treasure-
'i hunted Robert R. Dunf,elll
t with an impatient itch to g6t

e1 with the task of solving
the 200-yehr nrystery of this
tlny tslancl off Nova Scotlalr
south,shore. 

;
Mr. Dunfield, a Los Angelep

Ceotogis-llilno estimates hi-
has Doured $85,000 into his
at lempt to lecover pirate
ffiilh, said Thursday ntght

thbm the hole would flIl l$.

"It's pretty haral to gCt
people to work Christftar
Day aroun(l here," Mr. Dun-
fleld said rain and partie,l
thawing added to the llst df
troubles plaguing the c:!-
pedition since the diSigir\g
maehine took its flrst bite St
the fabled "money pit" la.$t
August. , i,

i The 50 - loot - wide hoh
reaching for treasure, satA id
have been buried here [V
pirates two centurier ago,
was within the 3g-y*r-oltl
geologists's flrst objective qt

i!!..1!gt last week, , , i
But "slough," loose slidln!

eerth, pushed the mersure-'
ment up toglgg! beforcL
lz-foot advance since Clrrisf-
mas. .  I

Anrrther rnachine, a ZL.tolt
nroblle digcing unit frorl
Helifax, was due to arive at
'tlre island today, Mr. Duri-
Seld -said, but ls not expected
t0 be operational until Mo4.
day. i

He said the machine wlll
work on the beach to investj-
gate f loodlng of the main plt ,
but details of its purpode
were being shrouded "until it
arrives." ;
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FOR BOOTY
OAK ISLAND, N,8' * There

has been another getbeck cn

Island. whctc Robert Dunfield,
the Loe A!8eteJ gEologlst tt
searcbtng for a lsgenderY trcer'
ure betleved buris{ there bY
pirstrr ln tbe crrlY 18tb couturY.

Mr. Dunlleld told Unitrd i,li: f

!;*.t,.t-$

"We were within
objective," said, l'then
tFhbn, decided theY would

. lrl ngggnlique-:usrhsS-@l@e
:i.{ l l  Cnristmas period' and our lob-  

l t l  f f i r twodave."
Bccause ol the delry in the

', diggiag, iand rnd earth 6hd
: ^ back into the moneY Pit' setting

money pit.
"We will {160 test a

hole near the beach, and
out the tunneuin! and shaft built
thcre bY. the People who de-
po8ited the treasurc on the is'
landl," Mr. Dunfield added, "I
want to investigate everYthiDg
they did when .they dePosited
thc treasure."

Prior to the eloledown

the depth back to itr prgll3
-Y. - feet. Tho pit is 50 tent in di-

. . ,  i . , tFmeter,,  and ,!s again .being
,.cleaned out." .

Mr. Dunfield said ht i3 bring'
ins aElg$gghlBe to oak ls-
tand. Th=e new equipnrent, a 32-

I 1 ton mobile crane, with a three'

I / guarter tard bite and a 3s'foot

.I { toom will be used on B nearby
i I beach to rhut olf vrhat water
I I tttor* is recping into thc present

.  |  _ _  - _  - - _  _ : a

his crew of 13 men are re-
digging the holes-

r'ilt's goiitg too slow for
me. "  he  Ja id .  

' "  
, .

Operator$ of an 80-ton dig!

Christrhae, Mr. Dunfield's 24'
hoir ctews'w€r€ briDginE uP
drill-casings believed Placed-
tte-;-F treasure-hunter in
the late 1800s, end
aj$:uarS. Dunfield said he
n6t esta.blighed 8| to how the
dlshes got there' or who maY
have used tbem.''.The 

operatiou ie" . expecteil to
have more succecs fot the. nrixt
phile rr the crrw!;have Proft'
iscd to work ov€r the new Year
andl get to the bottom of the
money pit and move on to the
treasure chamber'

More than $30 rnillion is be-
lieved buried iu the treasu
ehamber on Oak lPland that
defied tteasurg hunters Jor

'-neatly 300 yetrq, and has
" ilaimed 'the lives of five men

who shared in the edventure ot
., .oeeking'the legeBdary fortune'
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il3lffi'$tffi--tr*l
iAt Oak Island i I
l l  oex ISLAND - A snapnedi I
i i  caUte on a digSing machinei r l
li eerly Tuesday added to the l'oesi iil
]i 61 Rs5ert Dunfield Jr.. trling toi .F
i, iina ti"t.uffibelieves is bur-| 'il

I i:h:" *J'::,.:::,_",-.i 
ffi

i  ing the cable, had sloned dis'1 H
,l ging operations about 12 bours- i fil
i, For several days. the Dunfieldi . il

iffi#'jli:k:'l,itif;t.. fl
r?;111t;ll'ii:'30 

reet rr.erei 
fl

i *",Hq--*.:ili:;r{:;i #i ffi
i"'r1\1*!l,l: :,'^::",:i fl
i petroleum geologist. said h€l M
i couldn't estimate horv long iti ffi
I rvould take to get the remaininfi fl

i tuLr'n'j ",t"ll"J,'J;, I ''q

\ntl*ini:ril:rfi.$

|

Dibgryg Rbffiffiiffi Thur"sdey
\ . / \ ;1.  \ /  l

Dtggint-op;atlffu for-trcas. lng thb diEgioE opcletiont, The new 
'nrachina ic.. owned

utc brc-cxpccled,to resqmc' saidt yesterday that lt will .by e Haiilax {itm and amiv-

wftieh i*tt las-t ,week. which Dunfield 'usedi in his , ceased last ThursdBy Dunfield
Robert llunfield, the Cali- quest for the island's legend' .and his crew reached the l$-

fOrnia .gefteligt. who is heed'. ary treasure;.r.. foot 'level il1 .. its , treqsure

tomorlo* qn .0t& &land.. . ' . take. a,day to get the py'ane ed by rail from rMoncton'
r igged ehd ready to.go.. . '  Like the l i rst crane,. i t  also

ffiA I Ttie rnonttr,-""lrng contract . has I g0rriot. bsqrrh't ,

L:i replacinE onc .ran. out on ''the. first crapd' l^lhen dibging : o$eiations

ng Craue Joins -Oak Island Trdasuto Hunt.
Bsfuqe, Halifax Photo Servie.e)

--, I t":EfiFtl^Ils&lbEer4,7,y'l lr

3y99!. ,

i,

{ ,  ( 6  I

"A+cs +* Q, {, -rl^,qn-', F^,tr,.^*
l y

I\ (J'l

r'Li:t.c Arc-h.iyes of lVoraHnurnx. 1y. E

l  : : . ,
;i 1.,
Sq
lirl.;

.':',

a:: '

3  ' '

i:, .

:l:'"1,

''' O
f4-',.-?

f--.r6".
C.-.

www.o
ak

isl
an

dt
re

as
ur

e.
co

.u
k



"should Be fiaid H
To The Erlitor: 

't'fttr efb
Sir, - The present Oak

Island drarno ls exciting to
contemplate. What, is
there? How much of it?

""i$ffi}o;$r1",**.,
watsfc. , ttfe museum at i
Fletts, Bermuda, contains'
s priceless treagurc found'

g l r t l n e € r r  D d r t t  a u E D u s J  o )

lracked engine block or blown li
gasket" in a diesel gererator is i[
lhe latest problem cncountered{f

by Teddy Tucker.
tr{e was paid a fair and

handsome price for his
ti$d, and the islanders
heve the treasure to boast
and to view.
I (Rev.) R. W. DEMPSEY',

Pbrt. Hawkesbury ,, ,, :

As we understand the sit-
uation Mr. Dunfield would
share the spoils with his
backers, pay five per cent
to the provincial govern-
rnent under the provisions
of the Treasure Trove Act,
and perhaps,' although this
last is by no means clear, e
tax of some sort to the fed-
eral government. He would
not "walk off with the lot"
but would walk off'with a
great deal.-Editor.

Ghosts

.  o A $  I S L A N D  -  I t  t h e
' 

ssosts 
' 

dt l?th 
'eentury' 

Pi-
'rates 

still haunt this small is-

:Iand ofl Nova Scotia's south

shore, they are doing a Pesky
good joh of guarding the legend'

,ary loot said to be buried there.
Robert R. DunliekL e Los An'

geles petroleum geologist end l'

e  ng lnee r ,  sa ia  ru "sAay ' : a1 ;

iy_.Thege ' guestionr are
being asted by eO Deople
who daily loflow the
svents. How thr{Iling it wlltr .
ba when qnd if,',llte" actual .r
uncovering take* glacc. . . '

One question lothcrs me.
What haDpenr tb tha trees-
ure when and il lt ir found?
Does Robert Dtmfield walk
off wiiffi6 l6ti_"ant pay
taxes on it to tbc American
government? 0n doeg it, by
a , legiglEtive ac!, become
the property ol the people
ot Nova Scotia, so that it
can be placed i,r a museum
(on Oak Island)?

Il we do retain it, Mr.
Dunfield. should be paid
handsomely for his time
and effort.

In the past,'Nova Scotia
has allowed valuable and
irreplaceable treasules. to
slip from its fingers. One
such itdm wag the Blue-
nose, which wag sold to
outside interests, who I am
sure never treasured her
as did the . peoplo of this
provincer

She should have been
created into & rmu6eum,
wtrich for all time would
have housed the troPhies
she won, and perhapsn too,
relics of former fishing
days of which so many
Bluenosers love to boast"

Unknowri' perhaPs to
most Nova Scotians is the
fact that tirverY largc and
someday priceless collec-
tion of Earl BailleY Paint-
ings is now housid in a
gallery in Belmuda that
bears the artist'E name.

'Thes6, too, will never come
back to Nova Scotia.

Is this to be the fate of
the Oak Island treasure?

By the way, the Ber.
m u d a  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s

nationalized. all treasurc
found in wreckl whlch arc

5ip ,84 -
. /  . I :

i . t , , , \  r ,
5  r  r J  l '  r '

GuardGold?

cracked engine block or blown
gasket" in a diesel gererator is

-  l l  I

I  I T !  I

A cloled . circuit itbledsion'
carnera  peered , jdo  fne
"money pif' oh -[\iS lMahone
Bay Island Wedr1€#Ey. and

. "got a gqod picturq! ol the
clecp hole reaehing tor a
legendary tortunc in gold.anrl
lewela.

The television circuit 1r the
'latest d€vice uied by Cali-

foiria geologist 4sbelt*"3*
Dunfield in his sedrch fot
lffiiffi;T is said to have been
cached there by buccaneers.

Dunfield said the picture
showed the hole was standing
up rvell. A 70-ton digging ma-
chine clawed away another

\ tour feet ol earth Wednesday,

ehould be getting close.:'
Ilowever, Progreso was slight;

Tuesday and no measurementr$ l
of the hole were taken.

Recent Setbacks have slowed
actual working time to "4.2'
hours out of every 10" on the
average during the last six i
weeks. I

"We hope to make better I
progress soon," Mr' Dunfield i
said, "but betteri.ng that aver'|
age'is going to be a tcugh job." I

but he said regited
tions placed the excal
depth at about. 140 feet in-
stead 0f 152 feet reported
€arlier.

DunJield's first objective is
a depth of 15.1 reet; th€ height
of Niagara's liorseshoe Falls.

A new ai""et Eenerar$r,
which produees 550 volt! lor
the submersible. pump and
night lighting, arrived Wed-
n e s d a y  " t r u c k e d  r i g h t
through lionr Montreal" aiter
the original generator bloke
down Tuesday. A mechanic
from Montreal was expected
to have the new nrachine

working by the night rbifL
However, the "digging

clam" being used to T-urrow'
fiff tn" island's clay soil
leaves today on contract to
aftTher jo-h and IVlr. Dun-
field said another larger ma-
chine on order from Monc-
ton. wi.ll not arrive until Mon-
day, "at the earliest.

l'If we don't come up with
something interesting tonlght

ttre istano;s*dbred'Monev Fll lyf;iull] Ll]l "*"j'.t:I;lH"ii,? t*'.'j1 '{9*"u l",g'll *r'i}it.f;l}L *'li;,,[" '*:
It sprang a leak Mondav' lorq'll .";;;;lij ^r, urnnrr rha*
i:J?'fri"J ;:;;v ii"'ir'; ;.** l,:*t""Lllll oJd-xopa tnat
iiiit i"ii:ir.i' I rili'o"' *' n1t. | ; LT" "n'T';:l" 

o;i 
: Tt" ".::'"7

ll'I'lJ'ili;Tn tdH;#;i.;ll l1:l-,-':^.y::: 'n"" a week'
il-il ;&t"i 

-macr,rn"- *u,u l *:"f,il:L{i""" lf,l,,ot 
,l

sharpened. . ,  ,1 hind."n.u
The teeth had.to..belYet9el l  Dunfield said hand - he\rn

ro a point to enable thlDgs]"Ll l";'";,,;;; f.""ent up ilrar a
Clam to gnaw through layers+li 

"i"jlt""- 
*""iicia.t forpsr ser-Llam LU tsrr4w urrus6lr.l3.'H visit ine nrovincial forest ser_ I t

9fd qpru%tlg$f"T|""i:1fI ii"" 
-irri"r"r- 

i.ii"'.a---igr,1 I I
rffi:tr*The l*gi #;;i;.* wood not narive
lew!, deener tl:':Il.,:yi?jl t" rb;;a.
ffiever gone. Mr'_Dunfield saidl 

- 
"rt ;;;; have been rhe

lhe pump was working Y"u tnll original flooring,,' Dunfiel{.  _ l  u t  r - r r r d r  ( r w r  r t r 6 r  u u r r r  r E l a  
6

the digging machine Pertorrungl s ithe diggingmachine uertorminel .@ [\
as it should. _l ltoyd nawboTffiir-rrurii.-is . '

He said he thought most oll ;ffirn-fifGlogs in an 
'at- 

i
the old wbod, which he believesl tempt to date thim.
was p4r!-ol-ct$$gl in a pitt, 

- 
j-: -H?l '"*F'*l#ffiG'-"1#

been c-FffiifTfdY and "we

0 I t E  r d l c q !  y l u u r s r r r  E I e v s r . ! ! . ! e l i

in his mechanical attack oi the i;
l?Gyear mystery that. hes foiled i'
in his mechanical attack oa the i;

C t  {  1 , ,  n '

numersus treasure-seeking ex'J r
freditio$s. ' .i '
' 

fitelcpnetator,i a 5o0'volt ma'.l
chine 

'irocurrcd 
in Monit"*I, it'1 l

ptill urorking, he said, but thel.eng;lne 
will havb to be "tornl

down'f, and.repalrs made from 1 .
P3rls flown in lrom Montrreal. 1

Production resumed earlier in I

*i'=-flri':-" l1:' olro'i I

"1,

yr br V"L itq
/ a - - *  

- + F , 4 . ! *
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'of l  i
(W THE cLoBE n'o mnu, wro*iir1r, Ngl.-rj

\f Orlv 28 feet af eqn
6ides victory or f qilure
of N.S. treqsure hunt
OAX tS-LlNO, ttS. (Cb * youth in Denver, Colo., denied

Only Z8_fe-et 
'of 

earth it, b+ a repori that two dayr of rain
twe-en Robert R. PIBIiS& had caused I'cavo.i! at the
am ia-tne8sttlq-..troy!. s e excgvationsite.
costlydiCaFFoinfni6nt.:* + ,.The hole'is in beautiful

Mechanical troubles y€6ter. condition,fi hc said. ,,The
day rtalled efforts of itre rg. walls are: holding just as we
year+ld Loe Aqgal$, !etr& qxpelted.!'
leum geologist to uncov€f the Mr. Dunfield said his crew

?8 fcet
whiph hE

be rnade. a"
Q U 1 ! S . ,  .  : ' .

who read
about the island lir{egen.
dary pirate ' a g  

a

2q77

. The _lure ol underground
wealth brought death to Robert
Restall, ,g jornrer ,I{amilton
steelworker, his son and two

months.' - "We're in the original pit,
there's no question about
tl,!qt," ' he said yesterday.
"We'rc finding bits of old oak
ard other artifacts." He esti-

- matgs tho search is costing
him about'$2,000 a dayi:r tota'i
of $70,000 so far.

Mr, Dunfield said he is
hopeful of reaching the area
of real iu0erest spofl, He has

,sold'exclusive rights to sti l l
pictures" of the opera{bq to '
Life masazine.

@

?

1955

170-year mystery of thh tt4t- had trouble with ,a water
island a stone's , throw ofFt, pump *nd the digging pa.
Nova . Seotia's souti sfiors chine itself, but the probtems
where plrates arg.sa'i{ to have weru strictly meihanicat.
buried theif loot two'centuries Similar setbacks in recent
ago. . i , . weeks have slowed tbe search

Mr.'hrniield said his 70.tqrl lot ttt-u gold and jewels that

objective and a
from the lavel
aays he will eithe
rich man or call i'

Mr. Dunfield.
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ffi;is
lid .
'1$1,

;:in1 New Osk: lslsnd ,Venture
rROTil ?}'E LUIVEilBURC PROCNESS.EIIr€NPRISE

I So most people,,whetlrer ru4oPu+Je&g$:

il;[ ;# ;;; rh.d-i'u".u"el f t*.sutl **" 
"i*ov6a 

to"e pogelro]- lryg: nf pumps
ffitffiGt"tiil in the pastl il ago-ly -ttrc game charl .illg-ot9-york".'.'
;ffiffi oi triodire. ' , |W ai1grs. who'hid it in tho While this newest attack
""ffilLfi -m,';ialo,rru:had 

,qol ffi iiitf pt"i". , on.t!9.lreasure 11v--i1f1!
r6.'.i'ii-r*i h* wiulepntinug:l m Doiens ot expeditiory in a definite ves'or no answer I
:ii'? 'ir'"qi":l'ui' 

ri"t. it *"+gl ffi tt'" . rd1 
'too. 

years have 1_lli "o::"ti:,-tt1*::,S ,
"lli 

tl-;?ti* *..r.t';r'. r"ta.l ffi ii'J"d]-io tina'treasure on pirates and the Spanish 'r
;ilt.il;;;-ai.rouu'i.r"u9-'vl [i1 oai lit"na,'Soms stayed Mt1ll_1":utl*l"i:9i9. ,
#;:iil&"ffii"-1il;il;:#l ui il- #ffi;: F;;. ;i;i;4 ?--gp:: .3 .^v,:y: *X*f , ,

il.i ffiffi";;k ffi. 
'*'-- 

.-, I 1 filtdLi;'3q"ip*""t tu* govere$__o{.,llh* xl
l'l "lt'i;'Y.ffi"ffi pit'i.is, rniu, ii:"J-_*i"-"*,ia-betorc on lhen -ldse-'"rnuch 91. the
-l 

" hiu,@.utr:.e Y1t'Y."lill "r o*.Fttt - ..,., *, ^ " 
rlamor" J*f!;1::"StJl

,.i ir'" 1ffioe of the lsland'
n i  ^*or lnokinn'  creseent 'shaped

[u lt.t6 ti.'' " lffi r"ru,rrt*:ri-"r ffidftrLffi
5lalled lflal:,#,*'i"s# ;* *i#:"t#J#!#*,'

OAK ISLAND,: N.S,(CP)-Losl I century that it would apoil there.ig -any treasure on
Angeles petroleum Ceologistl I tho beautiful fantacy that th!-rflary'. ..__-_,- ., ^--^_

ritr;E#-rs#.HtHl I mltidlt gj *i*,* eE":i":*," i:i',-,:d:_,:iii rgeog:aBhical i, regemblancr''
to ttre island that wae,'.
Perhaps it will look likea

excsvations for:pirate treasurel ]. So most people, whetlr€r ryxeo FP9J3I95:
relieved buried here. I I ttrey live in Nova Scotie or -To get to the rsland a- 

il;" ?eili, trigh ctane ttasl I New Zealand, assumc that ?0tfoqt c.?lrselYalttas been

been at work on the shore of thel I therc must be something to bultt. to tne malnlano ancr

irfij,f*-*i-llt"rt tro weeks,l I ifre 
"toiv 

abou{piratesind the heavy mac_hinery will
;;;" i:?Jl[foot'1one. l5'foot'l I niad.tt i""""u"e] The onlv cross over casily' U waterdiggng a 200foot-long, ls-foot-l I hidden treasure. The only cross over casuy. u warer
ielil Eit.rt Dunfield hopps wi[l I riiput"tio" 

- 
to*" peopll interferes in thc digging'

I"i"ori't,i'"-*a"tJ*unu rvatcrl f tt.ii" i" that perhap-s ihe the n*9:t "i* -a"l

lii*"ii'. i;.g;';-pruai.'i, irowli i;; t;;6-;thers depaited thaPter in Nova scotian'
';f'X-lLii,f i!o''u, r"- ,'1f "iii":Tl'Lj."ffi4g lii'{h: }:,:", *-":y:: ,I -T$i':ff'ffi }frfffi;f,:it'J;lld i:,ff"*iff3.rtmfi#ffi tr'e" o"r. rsiand tu"oilJJ :l 1

v,i iiiJ'"sriiir, Eid, d;;;; q!91F, ffi'#ni-,"1-ltrplttreri, ii iust enother one ol the 1l I
v.t.riaar br rhore ti.'*-'j,il6l'a ili"iinjiia- to find 

'an 
iorgotten 860 -islands. that i i"l#J;;;'";uniinilentures sineelD ;nil;t to the questig". -- gg!-t!" "i::t-E1l,"ll:"" i '

,,1'ffii,*ri'ir,i"i"v"rti'iai**""-l i 
*b;y- 

ttt" ttfd the Qe MahoneBayandgalifax. "'
:l #;G;;;;i* in ttre giound tel ̂ i yeat-ira-petroteum, geoto- ,, il there ris..- Firatc 'i

x I feet across at tt * t*t n't a knife; I il ;irt- i" 
-gJi"i 

to G; 
-trrcrc 

treasure ^11t1 ,,-ftk; dis- ' '

r.i l*uggl"t't Cove *-l*.t I::

*i"n,l ii.r"aitg -Rouert Restall' | 84

" il''i:#.y# ffi'.li';""J,I I 6l*:::la wirl bq ".;: 
:.flll*t,yH'#::"S,Jt

i'I*ii""6"el creseent-sh:Pudl *l t"ria t"inty g5ognd3 !OO; for editors to write aboutl\".;"iiloti'Jl ll'.lit-'r'1ii;;l ..1 
"ii'i#ililJft;-'iixi- 

i""'uait"" to-write ariou
smuggrer's 9uu._.-*l::..r.ilffi1 ;l ton cranc 

1* 
." ee::ot ' '/' , I

England immigrents nrsr

in rhe 1880. rhere rege,no ;;; it,l bi r.i J,l n 11&-15 fW, Z / bI'
i'i."t ' in tr'" ullt :g"l*IJt:l rt fr+t I 

- -

i'upr captain Sidd:3Y*iS i1i'q
. |i"urti-ittion dollar 

:i*".i:, 
lil i.: *;,; *

i.l sou and.pledllj l?.Y"tt;*".or.l tn- . r"; 
-)

u I The l?o'Year'oro treasurel in

li Ult **tl#*f*"i;'_1.[il " 7 +7 +- t, /, ]{"s"2+* 'l/* 'fte,.*o

-, l r-#,;Ul":l"l'd:Filqri'-pi:;lii rs"kl v o-!.lsJ'l-i 
Jt"oiiotier. died Arlg' 1? atthel nr

I ' i  nottom ol a gas-fi l le4' water' l sct$'l #;'i;t"s irr" 'it'ttu otherr elsol -

i ' lai"a in the Pit ' . .  - . . ,^.1 b
Dn'l ''ii..tuU-diea 

tetievins he u'asl-

. i''l *idi;-" ri.i' oi tinding "if-'',-[ 
$so,om,W treasurej_...----- *.-ll

Pubiic Arcl"rives of Noya Scotia
}iALIFAX, At S.

i
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DIGGING FOR TREASURE
Crane digs ditch on'Oak lsland, N.S., where geologist
Robert Dunfield is tryidg to find legendary treasure.

- + ,  
* "

r\ ,, {i} ,
2 + 79"- q" rt 'J/*an""* t'*1+tl*'"c

[4.QJy"p! 3-s 1

I

ova Seolb
a"nhiv€S 0l N

'?SItc Nvr"ll-.- Nr S '-'"- 
HPTLIF*. 

t-

freos ure Hunt
Los Angeles Geologisf leods ldesf Efton

To Find Piroles' Loot on Novq Scotro lsland
oAK ISLAND, N.S. (CP) -

.There's a hole the size of
three rai.lway boxcars ccupled
ond-tio-end. -in-' thia. .l3l-acte
Nova Scotie lsland. and within
feet of the mine-like ehaft,
Robert Dunfield expects to
find s qulli I millioar - dollar
treagure. ,

Mr. Dunfield, a tos Angeles
petroleum geologist, and a
crew of ll men have been at
rrlffiil@E-Istand for tire
last two weeks, blocklng of,f
seeping water so they can put'
a 70-ton bucket-carrying crane
into operation near the shaft.

. The crane, its ,50-foot neek
conspicuously jutting from a
barren hill on the sortth side
of the island, wlll dig a hole
150 feet deep and i00 feet in
,diameter in search of freasure
bilieved buried here in the
lSih Century by pirates.

Rented from a New Glas-
Borv, N.S., steeJ*-FriJfi'F. -crane was in operation 250
feet fnom -tttu xtra-ft ltffisday,
digging a 200-foot lorg, 20-fod,t-
ddep ditch that Mr. Duafield
expects lo block off sea *ater money pih' I
that has seeped into ihe shaft "He toltl us th€r€ wa.s $30,- '

lieved the treasure to be hi& i l'/
den on the island because of aX l/j
book written by Halitux uur-{ [
rister R. V- Harris,-called Oakl \l
Island Mystery. t (r

"I've bd€r| over tlie tteaeute ,
theory a $romand tinres," hp
said. "The findirrys in Tlr.
Ilary,iql book led nc to the
conclusion tfie tr€asur€ was
here. I think it still is." He
first read of Oak Island's trea-

no other man, that treasure
was buried here," said Mr. I
Keizer; who lives in a smail, | /
ply'wood-walled house built byll I
trh':-ltEsErlrwr the islsnd. "He lt I
used to work l0 and 12 hours a \f \
day helping:us work on the li

or money pit .
"We're about two weeks be-

hind schedule." said Mr. Dun.
field, a quiet-spoken 39-year:
old graduate of the Un$glgi&
ol:c al-i&tgiqjtJqs _AEEIss "
"we hoped to finish the ditch
and begin the main ex€ava-
tion l0 days ago. The tim€ our
operation wil,l take is irdefin-
ite now."

Mr. Dunfield" who lives with
his wife in a nearby motel,
has undenaken the most mod-
ern treasure-hunting operation
in the history of Oak Island.
More than 1,000 persons have
sffi,000
in sea,r:ch of ttre-l-eg1'i6rf,,

; treasure s'ince three boys dis"
covened e depression fu tte
gnound, .o fedt across, at ttt€

I foot of an oak tree in 1795.
"l don't know how much

wealth might be hidden here,"
he said. "But if it's there I
think we' l l  f ind i t ."

, Mr. Dunfield has a 37'per-
cglLshare in the $35,000 op-

; etation, Other major share-
, holders are in Los Angeles.

He has a leese on the i$land,
obtained {rom the wife of Rob-
e.rt Restal,l, 59-yearold Hamil-
ton steelworker who died here

r Aug. 17 with three other trea-
; sure-seekers at the bottom of
, a 27:foot gas-filled pit. The

found a large rock with the in-
itials DH worn inio it." (G.D. ll :

Alsot6und over the years'on H&14

000,000 buried here, and we al'i
believed what he said," said
Mr. Keizer. "Last summer I

the island were three links of
gold chain, a fragment of
paqchment and scraps of co-
conut fibre.

The money pit, probed to a
depth of 124 feet bv Mr. Res-
tali and ffirs before him, is
about 12 by 20 feet in diamet-
er with sections of ladder
going to the bottom. Belorv is
a 4O-foot-deep pool of water,
constastly ,bsiag ; pumped qut
by a large engine.

Mr. Dunfield said when the
crane goes into operati0n at
fhe money pit, t'he wooden
sha{t would be torn out. He
said more than 1.000 tourists
have tried to get on the island
to see the excavations since a
650-foqt caus€way was built
three weeks ago, but they are
kept Off because of the danger
ol injury.

The causeway, which re-
quired 15,000 yards ol f i l t ,
mav nor-6Elem?Gd wher the
excavations have been com-
pleted, Mr. Dunfield raid.
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nT"l"$#:i'Till;*rffi ;l;;.+*"JH''Jn:f.*'Ji"[';"i:l
tniltr, 

nuntiira' ss.r' "-- 
l*'" 1i5'toot level' we will so nol

reum seolosis, oo* "*it'll:!il 
tfg.l::l ""frH:*'*'lllll

:.,,ili,"ti11;l"x;i:"oi*!*.H1'"",*:u:,,#,,illili':"".'l
lsnd in en rttenpt to uneover tl" 

l 
'"i;;f - 

"ti 
tb" i.sland startsl

Eegret. i 
I toOrv as the crane will be taken

.w€ buil.t tho causew...y..otlv lto a beach site for investigation

i ai a mea$s ol acces$ibltrly toil 
of .a drainage system that i8

I tn. island wtth tbi$ n:avYll commonly believed connected to

'^TG1;G-4'Ey'was 
eomPl-eted

rn t"" J"vt tahtns ?.1!D0+llt! -ol

twoshilt
taking

TI&-EfiIfCIilPtans to set mel

:i11T:,,jtr;!,li ftfiit::l a L s-r* u:
stable fround while maintanin8l ' t - 

f'

, j llt',"iT",,.i o.*1"i",:h;T,:i:$'.i , tr,q\ [kj
"ffi 

" .J"1""1{; T.*;" #::n ;ruil *" t""' *""JJ'"'f: i
lyesterdav. ,. 

' ' t 
lopen pit and direct t9 ::-1i:l';;;;;tt 

temporarilv' 19i"t"t"5.*rt3re 
the bucket would

*,",'f#i?'Jil'r'-t1-T,:JiWsi"o.ff:f iu'J'iao-rootreverrnthe
connecting the mart'ranil@l nn . :t^ 111$td.riot^" 

*il:i:

ffi"lHlii-t*ii sii!* iir"oo' ' I ventu'e. '*111..-1"k" on morel
The temporary o"u'r*il*oirtl scientific app-roach' Evervthingl

an I stone s*ucturc - wrq *TJffi . I ;*T'$,1i1"J$ ffi 
ti:':'il 

ii
Ijrift":HtHtiriltffi; ;i'i*"tu' 1'rt:'Tc method thlt
ierand ror the ratest -.r". i11 i"-:'H"T*"i;fllffi 

'1t". 
:TI

, Mo,chinflf.

equipment.

t ' i .- ttiu. '*r-'*

{sLiS

, i' . t , ' " , , L 1 . t . " s

i

/+,# , the wtual moneY Pit'
Mr. Dunfield explained that

they will sPent several days to e
weet investigating drainage
.ii", f.to"" movinfto the actuall.

area of the excavation'
.,If all goes to plan in three
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A yorng U.S. petroleunr geol+
ai*, long interested in the tales
rf Oak Island and the mystery
rl what is buried there, expects
s rl have the anslr*r r to . that
Trtrtion. by the endi' of'l.tbi!
@h.

may be solved lrom two
'4pproachds. .. :,', ',.', ,

lEitherrwe cut the water off
at the beach or pump it directly
out'of the excayption."

Whatever the plauned attack it
will remain a e*qiet amlng the
Dunfield group, at least lor-ttre
present.
..@gl&lll-who flew into

naluax Irom uaulorrua on
thursday to join her husband in
a short stay, has the sanoe quiet
confidence in her hwband's
ability and judgement as be
*eflects tbr the tifive man team
who work at the site.

Apart lrom Rob+4 Dunfield'c
lbfiity as e peholeun lboloCst,
other teehnlccl *nowled8e tn the

, d fir gro8reer
'a{ thc hunt by

r i .  1 1  . r . . i  :
' j  . i i  r" : ,  

_-  -_ l

opcfailans lu ths, past

&ob.rt &--Dunfield,-4, from I:"m-pr-ffiI", iri

Hf. Feqtall died of toric gas m" o*net&.'nrrl'

'sn$dent that his large sealell
:art! moving equipment - alj
ype ncver used brefore on
ryty south shore island-will
"eveal the hidden c€eret.

llrr Drmfield pufchased, the
'ontrolling interests in the
reasure rights from Mrs. Rob-
rrt Sestall, q/iilow of tbe,
'€ar.old former motsrcycle
rcr$at, whose gix VearrBgdtch
nded in tragedy Aug. $;- ..;,:,,.,:

Dtfains rvhen he fetl into ali
vater filled shaft. Three otherl
neu on hand also perished in
fdng to his assistanc€,

IIEIAIN INTEREST

The Restall family and other
rdties of that original agree-
nent witl still retain interest in
.he new venhre.
Sobert Dunfield, who was a i ll rye!

iracher of the Restall searctr anO I I in{
hrs b€en in the area for the pastl ii
tlttee-. months, will, in the nextl I !

l'Bob has lreen interested'Onk' Island evef sinca'he was
old enough to read about it. We
Fre. all !00 per cent behind
hl;A I '

dren at homd, Sharon,

mehs, employ a three yard

ffi
rill cost S42.000.

fms ia6i-iece ot equipment
rceembles a qrane-like structure
a$d $eighing about l0tL tons is
ffitabl€ ol digging an excavation
@
0 dSmeter.

'fThe capacity o{ this machine
ii:clch ttrat we should have ths
rhsrer belore the'., etild., rol

BSEer'" Mr. Dunfield corn'
Fl€dted. ..

"I em o( the opinion that there
I emething buried ]on the
M'. at different elevations,

rut I would not haza'fil-C guess
tE to the despositer or what is
kposited.
,?h Californian, whe owns, hh
nm'oil geology coneulting buei-
tffis, described the project as a
rrHem in excavation and open,
'E tining but with the addedl
tif&wlty of seeping water: 

' 
I

"My knowledge of the clay'
*iion leads me to, believe that
r€ tan complete this excavailon

three yard I t

ffiliil
r *utn*"ntil dl
<e structurel f,""
lfi} tons is I l]]l

ffiitrliffi
l i  su

ris machine I i
ld have tho I i I
I etnd. oiti uri
'fitld 

"o-'ll 
g"t

[l dis
q th11 g11eye [f mii
rd on tttelllsh
elevations, lil ol

<-*--> Unl
rro a guess, s
or what isi rrs' ' i e t
to owns his 1 p
ultins buel ll qur
rol€cl ag al nm

, I All is ia s state ol readiness
i awaiting" tJre arrival of the,
1 mechanical digger, now working i
j elsewhere tn the Maritimes. I
, Two bulldozers already on thel
I Qhester Bay island have cleared'
I passsges for thg clam digger in
j u'hich to operate.. 

I
|SINCE 1?05 i
t t

. Promise of plrate gold o, I
i privateer's fortune has heptl
I Eenerations ol treasure seekers I
I digSing in the tiny island, 4Sl
I miles form Halifex, since l7gi I
ffwhen two boyr discovered tracesi
I ol I mine pit and oak platformr I'under 

the ground. I
Since tften subsequent search-li

ers hqve dug to find platforms I
at 10 foot intervals to a depth ofi
90 teet. Each etaging bearingl
quantit,er of charcoal, putty and I.coconut fibre, ,., j . I
' AUgerr have ttrilled to depths Ii
of 170 feet and have beenli
Frpoded to have struek buriedl'
ttrblrck.r6eins rtirftrg lnan thct
|f|E-r!lheffifl&.nh w:lelieve that

excavation

ft0bcrt B. Iluntlcld: transwer before enil of October."

rg.$ Froblem which har'fojlod
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cluding businessman Karl Gra+
ler. of lqng lcland, N.y., and
R-obert Hestall, Jt,, IA, perished
after they wert !o bis aseistaoce.

Mr. Drnfield said he has b€eu
lnter-ested in OaE,,Island since 

'

reading its history in the &n ll, ver Post as I yduth, but onlv ll
,.deeided to invest in the venhrt
earlier.this year after he had .
corres_pooded. qth ilIt. (happell
and Mr. Restall.

. CAME IN JULY
He came to Nova Scotia in ,

July to work at the enterprjje 1
and was with Mr. Restall i few i'days 

before h€ died.
Npw employing a crew of five

. end heavy madrinen',TnEfiiT' field said tw bulkiozers have'' flsttercd most d the island in
'. ;preparafiisn for the sdrival of a
. I .d.tggr"e. ..hTlLg$ore: chine wi,th whicfu-fte Dew of.' eiator hopes to die. a hole 200

feet d€e,p and IID f-eet in diam-
, eter.

_ "If -tbere is anything tiere lt
souJd cgrng_o!!1 !g_s31$,_ *

, : : ; : ,  
r t  " '

S.nt. Zrr.ilaS

I
I

1
1
1 ,
t

r1,

. NOVA. SCOTIA'S OAK ,ISLAND
., . . rlhare tablecl wealtli belieaed buried'

hntt rnotorcycls acrobat whose

# t* :i*f- t" 
lf , :ii"'1rr-a* !'It t\/ *'rld;,{ .,"#
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r : l Feverish Hunt for a Iinxed Treasure

Gt.

o
u) There msy be $30 million in pirate gold buried on 1 *

= d desolote Ook Islond-but you'll hove to beot the hoodoo to get it-2

By BOB GAINES

muddy pit on Oak Island,
Nova Scotia, theworld's most
faqous treasure island.

Thc coroner's rcport later stet€d
the men hsd died of carbon monox-
ide fumes from a delectjve pump.
But old-timers in the area hgd a dif-
ferent explanation. It sas the Oak
Island jinr: the incredible bad luck
which has frustratcd treasure hunt-
ers on tbil small, degolate Canadian
isllnd for more than 1?0 years.

Onee sgain, the 930 million in
treasure, wbich is ssid to be buried
on the island, had slipped through
the clutchinSl fingers of searchers.

So fsr, an ertimated 91,760,000
hor been rpent on Oak Islsnd in a
searcb for this elusive treasure. As
thts tr bcfug. rrltten, men ane work-
ing feveriohly egain on the islsnd.
Under the leaderahip of r California
petroleum gBologist, Robert Dja&!d,
the serrchers hope shorUy to locsF
the treasure.

nFy hw. spcnf morethan S120,-
0(X) on the project. The cmt to their
n€F rsg bas ben es great. Expentive
E--Lim* hrr ls^|, - s:+- L^-- -^r

Geologiet Robcrt funfuW pecra into
alnft whorc buricd trwurc nag Eo.

don the projeet becaurc of their jobg
on the mainland.

In 1808 8 group of local business-
men heard the story and decided to
excavate the puzzling pit. A crew of
msn wag cent over to tbe island to
dig. At succesrive l0-foot levels, they
found more platf,onn of oah. Ths

miles of Nova Scotie. The &B
stretched like e thick lpongp for U[
feet rlong thc beach. And hdl
the fber lay five channets filed rit[
loose stone!, which reemed to ran
from oae mein channel.

Whoever hail dug the pit had drc
created s higbly onplex dreinrg
system thef sueked tlre Attan${
Ocean into thc pit! It waa sn lns
ing job of mgineering, and th
treasure hunters wondered sbt
breath-taking priza nuat lie beaerlh
the ground to warrant such sn efort

The diggpra lanl, .e s€ricr ol
shsfts and tunnels, hoping to hto.l
the water fow. But always it nuhod
in, ripping down the freming rd
collapeing the tunnds. The com5nay
eventually gaye up.

Over tbe yeErs, Zil) shtfts hrv*
been sunh. OaI Idsnd historiam rCIt
believe that tbo ground over tb
treaeure hes b@ souged and m
veted ro ofhn thet tbc treasune, tt
it exirtr, has shifted many feet.

What widence of trsasure ir thar
to merit aU this work? Thers rrr
stories of fragments of sold brouth
up by.drillr in the lgth century, but
no one alive today has Bcen thcn.
There ir a tiny lcrap of anefot

,r
:
i

:

' Au?sya t nuuntp.tu poo0
nt erp& fplonq l?rul-asoortc
etpnn ?o?pullo tn lpo.atg dne
-pc paddo7-frs"?rlc loq Au?dld lecroc
Augd.tlyp qnd,nt n q*n noc fr07
!9 &tnq tnu,q flpaz qTgn 7p.00 ot17

l uo.tt lul p?eros s1tlo4 tc?sqol rlcog

ed/np I ?noqy .rqrdc lulut qla
qslur"C 'semBIE loqreqs palool
ro pouruep u! punol[ .eq11qsfia
s! eJn1rtrur Mun'Jll"uolsraco Eulr
-JlF :ez€rJi puf {3rl .rolereEprlar
atr"l 

" 
olu! Jnod .rstne suoodsrel

? put €uruogceg .reddad pq pln
-bg sdo.rp ZI lranss orlq*rrlsixrro&
tuoodsrel A t@In[ eur11 suoods
-otqq I'oltnf o1euo1 sdnc I pualg

f,hirt^an fuitttn ? tt tn t t

]  ' . t  i l i  :  
.  

. . , ' '  
:  :

.  : , - ,  "  l  r :

:  . ,  . lqElura^oJo
'8rq I puqr tel pu8 reAoc "ri}lrx
ploc 'r1b A ut ilBB ,uoodsalqcl tr
tulalottlp rtq epflu nollnlos ltrrr r
rllllr IAoq a ug adnolqurr raao3 .A

(.BdBa j oI v1g aq ptnoqs
e.reu,) 'race;d 'u!:l olu! saEpea
ln? pus 'uoll.Iod quld aAoqlar
'seEpe.n e.rud 'uoglrod {peas e.tour
-ar 'saEpa,n olug adnolelusr lnC .I

bfr$t lB mrrrrqc f  t t
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olution To Oak
i . i

i Island Treasure
riz HAMILTON (CP) - Brine, r r

/fl cYnlled to sub'zero temoera' / //41 tures, could be the solution 0o { |
i finding the Oak Island treasure'

i gffi"F*:,ti -r,-,, E;h,*,

VoL. t  q.{

2
I Oak Island proJect, Iearlleo ol

i the new idea after o telePhone i

I calt to nab€rJ Dunfielil in Cali' icall qo tlooeil lJurluel(I rr !au' I
fornia. I

Dunfield, a geologist, has led i
the hunt on'the tinY Nova Scotia I
island since'last SeBtember. He i
tnok over a{ter four men, ir' ..- i
glurting Eamilton steelworker . i I
Robert Restall and his son, died .l'
whenithey \rsere overgome bY c-ri

gas in the 'treasure Pit." n d
Dunfield Euspended the search -6

in  March  beqauss  6 f  [1d  ;5  * :

weather and {looding in the -*:
excavation shaft. ::

l'tre freezing Process is useful :n
when water and muo lllnlolf 1':
excavations. First Flpes axe E
driven deep into tlre ground. d1i

fhen super cold brine'is clrcu. .,
lated until .the whole area ig fr
ttuzen" :. /--Xtre 

salt water sohitjon makes a

this possible because it can be
cooled far below the freezittg ,:
point of watdr'wttile remaining
in a liquid state.

Mr. Killman exp€cts Dunfield
will soon Feturn to Qak lsland
to try tlrc,tre€zing nretbod.
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MGI
:The cufTent search fob tegend"l

ary pirate fcrtuhe on Osh lelandi
has halted r- but may not bei
finished esnpletelY. i

Los Angcles Petroleufn $eolo.
gist Robert Punfield, 

'in' Nova
Scotia since July ol last Year;
leaves for home FridaY after
.failing to find evidence of buried

r r l  L
. i  o

. Y  i  .  -
t\{

uF'
{ 'y 'loot on Nova Seotla's

treasure island.
Yet, hc ernpfiasizes his

there is Dot finished.
Dunfield and associates have

already invested an
$1U0.000-Dls into the hunt. ,

The 3{l-yearold Californian
said last night tlat all his
efforts here have rlot been in

r , vain. He explained that he is
lll "ow 

fully convinced that the

,i i area ol the money pit, where he
l' has dug over' 130-feet deep

t"'
belore Ciristrnas, is the $td ol
the Windsor Rock Formations.

-!g-!4r-:-e-J
l lmestone. etc. ) rulls under. I

1fi-uraffiuout tjEie_ul tor manyi
I rni.les 

- 
in that ar€a of the i . ,

1 1l Frovince. fhis nraterial is be-l f /
// I lieved porous and in a broken I 

'
, - q :

/ ' I EgSW=$Ale. rnrs. may pos- |/| Itlgslgl-S&|le. Inrs maY Pos-|
i sibly explain why drilling opera- |
I tions on the island have encount- j / /

1 , i ered what appears to loul I f
I f lchambers or compartments be-l ' i
f/ ! | neath the sur{ace. I' 

,l . Ar to whether the treasure is,l r
ll there still deep in the Windsorlt
ll formation o1 not there at all, I
ll Mr, Dunfield is non-committal. i
1l But he is coming brck again, l
l in his own words "when the l,
I weather is better" to gtvei
1 further investigation to one of | ,
! the beach sites. | :

,.\ Digging on the island startedl
| | | more than a century ago with an I

y' / I estimated $1,750,000 smk intol :

/ 
| the island since that time. 1

Public Archives of Nova
FIALIFAX, hI. S.

Scotia
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Dunfield's hlerryes. i

tlonev Feel
'/

'!e t"
Cl I r , *STER -  T teasure

hunter Robcrt Dggflgld eays
both his rnoEti 'and 

neNes
are leeling the stniin of a
si:r.month searrch for legen-
rlary pira,tc loot 0Il Qak Is-
Iand * .

j "This has g& Inqte than.
I $12n.000 now," lte sald Mon-

I V dgy. "And my herves show
/ ii it. There's a' limit to ever5/-'  ' l  

thing and I 've gone about as
' 1 far as I ean go."

i The Los Angeles geologist
dug down to a depth 0f about
150 feet last fall over the
spot where he beiieves a
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were founi l  hy the three divers, '-
i l ' ( )ny set  ln for  another t rFas-
ule seeker-RoUert P-IUE!d- -

r r ' l r r r  bogau his sParch of  O&k
l i l and  ay rp l os ima te l y  t l i e  s l l r l ( l
L ime I  l ie  Louisbourg th l 'ce

ffi

s l I l l c l (  t h e i l '  b O ( l t ) ' .
hoard of treasufe was buliecl
about 1?0 years ago,

Bu,t alozens of others trave
dug holes on the little island,
too. Mr, Dunfleld estimater
that slnce the iligging etart- ^ ,
ed more than a eentuty ago I #

$ffffi". 
been sunk lnto/ f

He said he expeetr to be-
gin digging agein tod&y on c
hole he has sunk to a deprth
of 108 feet. He plans going
as deep as 120 feet in this
hol e i n . gl!:lefJot[Jo=&u-t_ ott
w'ater that floods iqtg the pi,t
su-nk in search ofE6isure.

Before his digging maehine

Now the question'beint asked,
isl  Coutr l  the Louiibout g dis-
roverl be part 0f the sanle
trc&sufe bel ievetl  to ! ts 'buriedl
on  Oak Is land? .

Neither the islsnd's'  owner, i
Mel R. ChaPpell, nor tr€acure
seeker Dunfield bel ieve i t .  is.

"I  don't  think thr *.en(lb had
anyt.hing l .o do with Oak ls-
land,l '  said Mr, ,  ChaPPell  Yes'r
terday after lreaqing ol the'Cspe 

Breton d4fo-Yery. .',t' 
f,trdon't 

- 
tiririii'Inybody rea) lv

knorvs w\o did the work or
when i t  was done on t.he island'
buL somedne eertainly did an
enormous amount of work thel'c

broke down a few days ago
he had found wooilea pilinga
driven at a depth of 100 feet

::.ffil,i.ffii:lHq
apparently, failed to stop the

. water flow that has pljeued
all the hunter$.

Mr. Dunfieltl is stlll eon-
fitlent there ls something deep
beneath the island's lurface,
i t  i t

thie year
he

i, 
i:, 

- 
"'i "' -'r'r'':-1 '

[ki Vllr-JSI

hE dritled to a deptft of- 13lf
feet and the drill droppcd lntil

l.4am.bgr with e two-foot-
/l'thlck wooden roof, Thc floor
I I of the chamber wns hit at 184' feet and the drlll brought up

a piece of cast iron.
- - %

"But rthat doesn't mean too
mueh," said Mr. Dunfield,

So many holes have been
. sunk on the island that it ts
impossible to tell now what
wag lcft in the grounit by
the seekerr or thore who
,buried the trealure, rlastrft-
ing, of course, that &mebody rt

: did bury something therc. ff
rf

V

:r&{ean**ilc in S$li{oraia thir
rhiiuring;€frqE€$ 9Dutfldd rn,d
fre r,vm qdt dlstouraged by Orc:
trcasure 'find 

off Inuisbourg.;
lls'sdd 'tie wb-alof ronvinced i
the treag*ire wre lin$b8.. ih any I
way with,the booty he has been J,
Iooking lor on Oak lrlenal siace i
last Augrst. In &tt he wouldl'
pe rqturning to,Novg Scotia'tol
tesurne his digging operatiqus i
"in a few weeksl A/r-S/6a:

- ' . - r ^ - -  '  ' J -

"#;:j
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Tire Inc Angeles geolo3kt, I OAK ISLAND -_ A bulldozer

who har, been *'orking with al l?l-":"d.::-::" L:l* "llP,:"i'#Nova Scotia island ThursdaY
nine-man crew tn the hunt preparatory to a new sttdmpt
A"ugust of last year, har Just t"'l i iu.ouut the elusive treasure thet

t{rrncd trom e five-day hotidavl I legend says is buried beneath

in Bermuda' "We enjoyed a hardl the clay soil'

earned few davs oft,, tr'v wifel **" 
'iil'n'itfii*J_i*A-rt.-ii

and myseU, but we 8re goingl trying.to block off seepage of

to begin this morning to re'diel ocean water in a l3o-foot^pit in

iield gaid as he PrePared to re-

dig the moneY Pit on Oak Is'

land in eearch'of a Piiate treas'

ure said to exceed $30 million'

trol tle watcr to a degree' ':

The nes money Pit will be l'

100 feet in diameter, alil will '

go to depth ot nore than 100
iuet tefot" aarrowing to ittri'
iit" rl" treasurE chamber. 

:
IUBFE-FOIIB WEErs , .:1

Asked, when end il hc wtll call
It quits, Duafield esid "threc or',,

Jour weekt rhoulil deeidc." .,
The Dunfield oPeration, wl'ricb ,:

ircludes a huge cranc wlth I :

100loot boom among other i:artb '
moviug cquiPment' hal 1$.

ffil
'i The pirate treasure is believed ::

to have been buried on the tirY 
'

island in the 18th centurY. :

the cave:rn ehaft, seySral \un-l nere vet.
dred ffffronr the "legendarvl Ir wqs not known l'h9n

thev are investigating this shaft l  indicated a hol low chambcr'  but

io''.[u"f. if a-ny iater wasl whether lhis is s..natu.t"l -1-"I:
;;"Jil-tte :'timea treasurel mation of the-:dll::*11

I ne adaeo ,thar: a!.'68 feetlrelpins 
".pyll?w:,there has not been .any' signsl It is estimated that the ,cost

oi-*tt.t. i of the Dunfield 1t"tf"t--fn.-gg-v"".'old 
geologbt saitll began in August ls

that anotler bucket $rould soonl $120'000'

" f  
' ) . : ' r , :

u-bl, \t".1, -!s"J

PublicArchives of Novri Seofra
HALIF-AX, [L s

.,Public .Archirts sf [\r],,,a iu..rr*
}IALIFAX, J,,J" S,

0n0

,'7^,&"r**'t", ';J.- - nr

new hole, ai the same site
supposedlY located at the

pit" discovered bY two
in 1?9'!, will be 100 feet in

)re calling it quits.

iisaor$nted..aP9"t .q"* .i?jl
b. Mfl Dunfield said

He is, still convinced "with
reservatione that there is some'
thing there."

The new hole will be hts

lossss." The operation has' sol i i
far, cost 

14 
esttmated $20,000,: ,l I

'lIe new nole wlu uc rrr} r6D! | ^l ,
try, he said. Alt€r that he *illl t f
go back to dri[ing oil wells andl | 

'

:'t'y * :.c*1" !?I_" j,r- Tll ,l

Oah lsland, Monny Pit J"l'" tl

Dunfield To S ,ffi*lfilf"tagain,
Discouefs Hurd Luch

Once again the treasure huntl be brought to the island to try

on Oak Island has slowe'l to 
"l 

tolitit-ttt"-other 'out of the pil'
-- .' -i 

Since arriving ln Nova Seotia

,ffiffiJ

the monev pit we filled in lastl which ..he ,has' 
found only

month," Dunfierd said, adaine'l "Hx*T Tttitrt: ,,{ese-&
"'we have learned a iot, we knowl tro1"" with a digging crane in a

$'e can dig the hole if the menl ffifr-att'empt to find pirate loot'

and equipment hold out"' f,he petroleum geologist sa
d equipment nold our'' 

... |t rr'-ii"*i, to srrul, otr *,e
The Dunfield crew are sttllll 'fh nt"t .tl'rq ilTEEwith clay Plugs

attemptirng to eut off the next week and get down to the
channels which continue to business of excevation' Thti'
the pits dug in hopes of 

9:ll ".ilm 
rtor", started

ctosing the hidden treasure, butll e"Eurt, was partially filied by
witkr the equipment running as it ll ;;;ing' 

"""itr 

' 
Ou"ittg ttu

I breakdowns and Ia-

eld believeg he,can con' troubles.

fneter. !Ir. Dunfield said heii
i dis tg._1.*.*L_ef 1"84 teetli

I.os :Angeles fortune . hunter irou"" ito* that point. I or a rnan'made compert

, treasure-trove,'t 64* been hin-l actuat wOrtt will again begin

L[ereO bv one of the diggingl on the.money fit itself, or wh&t

/ /..ur"'. buckets being lodged atl teehnique will be employed.
i f68-leet, I Drilling over , the site con'

I Mr. Dunfield explained thatl ducted by Dunfieltl-in January

geoloqlst from Los An8eles'l with misfortune-;however, he
Jaia last night that work onl says he b tar', from linished

'*.1'er the last few weeks lOcatedi
g-ungersround: +![brr 
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\/ ]l petr oteum-E6ffeist conducti n g '

S -l.tit" hunt said this nrorningi
J -*-arlting would begin todey. i

q ''' 
T?rc ngw venture i3 to exam-

. ine core trmplyings from th.: lr
rite. i

tr .Mr" Dunfield said ho did noti
'' lIaow how many holea would bel
:,,bbred.- They would p€netiatc toi
1- l t0.feet. i

' .  - lt : On Januory. 3, -after months olj
exeavation ruork, the Dunlield

*,-expedition lilled ia their oper-j
I ,i. ation after being plagued by j

: conti4ual cave-ins.
. At i,hat tinc the searchers
.. planned I different approdch,
. shutting olf all water reachingj
;. .thr treasqa site from the beacb"j

Dunfield Srill i
Tt- ,r ': . ldt,!'s I
&nlnUilASU0 {mr*
_ OAK ISLAND - Robert R.,ggotidd said Thursday he,s noi
rs$__.gltlu,g?qjiq rbout hi6
cnance! ol t inding buri6d trea.
syre on tlis l23-acre Nova Sco.
tia island than when operations
began five months ago. :

"There have been so many
/,r p@' r"lon't"r**.k#1"1;

/ t !ruffi:" said the 39_year_old Los
i t Angeres- peiroleum geologist, wno [ool{ over txeasure huntinc

operations here in August.
Use of modern machinery and

expenditure of more than gg0,_,
0@ have resulted in tailure ifr
9ug t!,9 t?0_year_old _V.t."Vi
cf t"tre ialand. I

ll' regendary money vault was j f
11 abandoned Jan. 3 after slidingi I f
I earth filted in the bottom of th;l d 4
r excavauon tlree tirnes. i

.But Mr. Dunfietd refuses toigive up. !
He said a crew would begin i

driiling today over tt,e a"ea'Ji
the, money pit, Coru 

""*pf.riwitl be taken from a aeptn oil
133 leet to about tBO feei. 

--i

"If nothing is found that indi.i
catcs we're in the area of tirel
treasurc_ we'll dig a tew teeti
a:way,'. ne said. ,,We've 

takeni
this thing this far anO w.rJ noili
3l,n*g]aP" ;-;ii

" .:)
.,'' {JN 

''

F"riday, January 21, 19{;6

Dunfield

Dunlield

It t
found is believed to le tf,e seme

ffi fi :Ti'e*Htq[,fi,?,;";,*
niled tt with more than 100,000
gallons.of water in an attempt to
determlne the nature of the
t"Iitv:.Tlu water ail ran away.
,,uunueld penetrated_deeFly in
tne erea believed to be direcUy

e
s
d
s
1,

Awaits
Analvsis

al

_ Flood tunnels believed _ by
Dunfield to be man-made have
foiled attempts by him and
many other fortune seekers ln
thc last 170 years to dig through
to the area believed to hold the
treasure. Dunfiled .took up the
drilliag after five monthe of
digging.

CAVTTY ROOF

Earlier Thursday,
said he had located

over the treasure belore
earth forced him to abandon and
jlt] jn thg.,excavation in the
:'money pit.' He expcctr to
return after reports on the latest
yield frorn thi ad[ 

-holes 
are

received.

OAK ISLAND, N.S. (CP)-

About 1,000 pounds of material
brought to the surface from four
slx"inch holes drilled 140
deep by treasure hunter
Duntield could ba cQl$ge
rdlg]*cg.&oletF, he
Thursday.

Dunfield said hE t[ad sent
tamples of the material to the
University of Southern Calilornia
ln Los Angeles and ,fl'rn j
sitting by the telephone now- I
could get a reply , anytime
today."

He;aid an estimate ol ihc q&
ol the material war practically
tmposslble without e rpcctro.
graphic mieroscmpc, vhtch tlre
univcrslty war cxpected to
cmploy. .{,, chemieal analysis
also. would bc donc on the
materia!.

The scjentific searching ls
airned .et location of a beasure
hordc which local legends cay ls
burled far beneath the *urlace
thc tiny island off ilrc southwest
coast of Nova Scotia;

I

4

I

I

t;

t

a
c
r.

ll
J,,+7+-t,

' r  . " ' - )

I  i ;  l  t . , /' l  ,  ; . . . ' l ' ' t t , L r ,  \ . i ' , . , r - ,

Y-u_l_-g-\iM t- t

was not sure'who wac ca
9qt tlre analysis rqr r pe:soilaj
{rjead of his in Moitreal-.
,_Dunfield, a B*year-efi o.1ro-t_1,1T. S"otoei.t from Catilbrnia,
sard he expected it would bc two
or tiree-days, at least, beforc he
recelved a reply on the analysis
of the metal.

PUbitC Arcnlv;i ci i,{ i i i , . i  u...,,.a

HALIFAX, N.  S,

1i, W *ktttittrotoof,ffiff
/if cavitv,.rn*fnffiffi

, I f,i thoush.', He said it was aioui' " 4l leef _deep but other dfi;;-
}* $ons were uncertain.

'#ffiql[:T#:di:ffi:
cavity over an afe8 Of nine
rquare feet. Also brought up waf

n#:ffiffi,ffii
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i tTl
,, I re$,sure , Treosure Hunt Stolld lL rr.*(, - (,/;;,

or Pottern Over Yeors
island'shores- Entering 

tu ,pitl vealed in.November by the dig-at a depth of about g6 feet, thel ging machine.
tunnels brought sea water t"l 

- 
ll". Dunfiel3 hetiewprt ha hrrl

lnonihp" 
:ti,;'iitu.t

By NICK FILLMORE

OAK ISLAND. N.S.
Robert Dunfiald,s
ing suffered a setback Monday flood the pit. Mr. Dunfield believed he had

j solved the flooding proOtem Urrt
treasure. qn Oak
ied. ee*rchers t.lS I as the Loc Angeles

was forced to durnp fill into a 1863 when an ox fell into a largel pit in DecemUer. He-tropes to

rtre first tunnel was located nl *liJi#;: :1"fil:""rH;Til '#63 when an ox fell into a largel pit in DecemUer. He-hopes tor shaft and the seqq$l re-j tinA a way of entering lh€deep hole which he had said
would lead him to a multi-
million-dollar treasure trove.

Mr. Dunfield, 39, ivho arrived
-on the 132.acre Mahone Bay is_
land in August, said he was
filling in the ll2.foot.deep hole
because slidlng eerth in recent
weeks had set back digging
rnore than 20 feet.:

air shafr and the secona re-l iina 
"-;;t--;i';;L;;;*#___..- I  money pit  through one of t&e

tunnels.
More than $1,000,000 has been

spent by tlousands of investors
in the Oak Island hunt but no
solid evidence of treasure bas
been lound.

Mr. Dunfield, backed oy sev-
eral Americans, has vowed to
find it or "go broke.', He ex-
pected in August to solve the is-
Iand 's  mystery  w i th in  two

,fl
purposely, With.'io rmrdh .,rein

problem with a different ap-

top soi l  mater ia l  which would
easi ly  come out  again.

He said that  in the last  few] I
devs two, shaf fe.  made by other l  r
searchers had cavdd in and wi th l
mi ld temperatures and ra in,  i

. .However, he hasn't given up
hls treasure hunt. He said he
would try to excayate a system
of underground flooding tunnels
believed to ha6- been 

-ifi-

structed by whoever built the
"money pit" discovered in 1?9b

seal  of f  eny water rvhich couldl -
reach the treasur:e pit.

A*i,,.f;,iiliiij:f ::;it:t.{fi rili,,!',r::)4q'i4g$r$i!lrrr'ry-#

He said the present work
probably woulcl last several
months but hoped its rcsults
would enable him to dig his
shaft onee again, ..this time
through solid ground."

1ku+"t u "f/,/^,4ft(

ful,jc Archives of
HALIFAX,

Noua Scotia
N.s &

1,. r, l

;iPit

BY s(
6

Fnr twq

rearch fof

lslsnd ha!

feet clnwn thq fabl€d il&hy pit, l '
brr t  last  n ight  the excevet ioni

F .  r - _ '

*-a.q lillgg_D * purposel;'. I*EffTfrtffint 
is far from over.

Robert Dunfield, the Los An- ,
geles petroleum geologist direct- |
ing the search which has cost I
close to $00,000 eo far, last nieht I
f i l led inff iGcpest trole made I
on the island since the.hunt for i
tha Iegendary treasure began in l
1795.

"We f i l led . in the.,exsavationl

digging was extremely' slow,
l-le said he planned to iryeSli-

s1!1-t!:;kgg-.gnsl sYstem at
thc beach, a few hundred feet
from the present opet.at ion, and

proach,"  the 39-year.otd Cal i - l
l o rn i an  sa id .  , : ;  i

Mr. Dunfield. explained that I
the excavation v/as refilled withl

ililIachines lVorkins Full
i,Tirne At Oak Islind

llI.". I"'ll: $ieqine in an ef-jb.er le ttrougrrt-r," ;;j';r.*; , ,forr to reach the treasurei lhe f lnoding problem, t" i-*r- I  lIcgcnd sa'"s was buried herej ter. stitt se*epeC ;i;' th" i1(r: ! |nrore than 200, years ago.. . I foot.deep hoie in i""ir.rt 
"r." 

J IThe flow of water into ,thel He has said he troped 
'to ,

pit was juFt too much,', 
,Mr,l reach a depth of 1S5 .feet, futDunfield said in an irrterview.l -*o3te go as deep as LgO feetBut he hoped the opepqlionsj before living up.-

$90,000 Loss Follo

months. He has beel here gix
go1-ths. and sayjffiffTta?
untLl spring.

by  a .pa i r  .o f  Chester ,  N .S.
schooiboys,

The decision by Mr. Dunfield
however; Jollows the pattern of
numerous treasure hunts here
in the past lZ0 years,

More' than a dozen
troasure-seekers have failed
locate the "money pit,' and
gave up digging. lo investigate

Oak Island, defeated but
the tunnel system, All soon le hunter Robert Dunfiel 

*sr wusru l(qep
lil.crfnpcr{q,, **, *.^,,-l :illl lh" urater from flooding tte

,"# S"i*)D,\;*ITrl:i:, igy under ,way. wourd keep

convinced a vast fortune lies
hidden.
.Mr. Dunfield'used a large dig.

ging machin€ for more than
three months fo reach a depth
ot about 132 feet before the
cave-ins began.
SPENT 900,000

wednesday two rnachines .,o'"1 tunner. 
-ana"*.piiri*frii 

lill

The hole was cleared out
three times before Mr. Dun.
field, who says he has spgnt
close to $00,000 here, decided to
ehange his tactics. He had ex-
pected to locate the treasure
between a depth of 15F and 190
feet.

Paet excavations were called
otl'' becaute of either financial
ruln or floodlng water.

Two undei.gbund tunnels, one
about 1&l feet long and the other
mor: than 500 feet long, havell
been discovered leading to the',
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piry-q y ilnto the
underground tunnel system on
thls south shore island and said
he,ho.pes_to resume digging for
gold in the spring.

Mr. Dunfield, a Los Angeles
petroleum geologist, last ri.eek
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