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Part of Oak. Island, the legen.
i dary treasure spot in Nova
Scotia, may soon be purchased
by Robert Dunfield, a Los
Angeles geologist. :
Negotiations for buying a
portion of the island are now in
progress ~.and United Press
International was also informed
the negotiations may be com-
pleted as early as this weekend,
Dunfield began his interests
for the treasure on Oak Island

Dunfield My Buf
Part Of Oak Island
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— believed to exceed $30 million|;
and buried there by pirates inj
the 18th century — in August of|
1965. He began his search after |
four men died on the island in
their attempt to uncover the
secret of the hidden fortune.
When he leased the area from
the island's part owner, M. R.

Chappel of Sydney, Dunifield
uilt a causeway across the

narrow channel, conmecting the
tiny island to the southern coast
oi mainland Nova Scotia.

The causeway permitted the
movement of heavy equipment
to the digging site, whichiy
enabled the Californian more|’
efficient operations. 4

During his digging, Dunfield|l
once reported he was only a
matter of feet from the treasure
chamber, but a continuous|.
flooding of sludge and water|'
forced the geologist and his nine-|:
man crew to call off the search
till more favorable weather
conditions permitted less set-
backs.

Since he left the island early|
this year, his lease on the areaj
of island expired. Now, along|
Wwith several associates, Dunfield|
is hoping to buy the land.’ {

The Californian told UPI: “We
are currently negotiating to buy|.
it and ... it is not the easiest|
of negotiations where everything|
must be equitable. To be sure, it 1
is not rational for one partner to!
shoulder the burden for another, k
and this is what we have run;
into."” He added several friends
in the oil business have stated‘{
they were willing to buy the|
treasure island area and arerj
sharing in the negotiations.

In spite of the many setbacks
in his search for the treasure,
including a cash outlay far in
excess of $100,000, Dunfield said,
“I strongly believe we willl
succeed in our endeavors. ~
believe that I have gained m¥ |
from the project than p
people have earned inf. |

time; working with g, %/
ciates and meeting -
able new friends in ep,/
This sort of rew %b‘%.

bought.”” . .. ..
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IN SEARCH m’i"’

FOR BOOTY

OAK ISLAND, N.S, — There|
has been another setback cn Oak
Island, where Robert Dunfield,
the Los Angeles geologist is
searching for a legendary treas-||
ure helieved buried there by
pirates in the early 18th century.
. Mr. Dunfield told United Press
. International yesterday his nine-

man crew said they would work

during the Christmas holiday to

reach the treasure 'chamber.

“We were within 18 feet of our
objective,” Dunfield said, “then

1

he men decided they would|]

not continue working during the
14 }(‘fhr istmas period, and our job
was held up for two days”

Because of the delay in the|

digging, sand and earth shd
back into the money pit, setting
the depth back to its present 112
{feet. The pit is 50 feet in di-
smeter, and is again ' being
“cleaned out.” -

Mr. Dunfield said he is bring-
ing another machine to Oak Is.
land. The new equipment, a 22-

| ton mobile crane, with a three-
quarter yard bite and a 35-foot
boomn will be used on a nearby

" beach to shut off what water| |

_there is seeping mto the present
money pit.

“We will also test another
hole near the beach, and check
out the tunnelling and shaft built

there by the people who de-|! |
posited the treasure on the is-| |
land,” Mr. Dunfield added, "I

want to investigate everything
they did when they deposited
the treasure.”

Prior .to 'the closedown at
Christmas, Mr. Dunfield's 24-
hour crews were bringing up
drﬂl-caslng believed placed
there by a treasure-hunter in

the late 1800s, and porcelain|’

dishware. Dunfield said he has

not established as to how thej,

“dishes got there or who may
have used them. :

" The operation is expected to
have more success for the next

i/ while ag the crews have prom-| .

ised to work over the new year
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and get to the bottom of the| ;

money pit and move on to the
treasure chamber.

‘More than $30 million is be-|'
!~. lieved buried in the treasure|
%+ ' chamber on Oak Island that has| |
“Sr . defied

treasure hunters ' for
nearly 3800 years, and has
* claimed ‘the lives of five men
who shared in the adventure of

% - seeking the legendary fortune.}

.. 7+ +Mr. Dunfield’s wife, his two
~ 1] ehildren and his father are with
him, and they experienced their

T

first white Christmas while stay-{
ing at their motel near their,

treasure island.
J

ri gy

! hunter Robert R. Dunfield
! ‘with an impatient itch to get

Hollday
Hmders

OAK ISLAND — Crane
operators with a Yuletide

‘gpirit and sliding earth in a

deep pit have left treasure-

on with the task of solving
the 200-year mystery of this
tiny island off Nova Scotlu
south shore.

Mr, Dunfield, a Los Ange]e}s
Geologlst “who estimates he.

~has poured $85.000 into his

attempt to recover pirate
wealth, said Thursday night

-~ his crew of 13 men are rea

|

digging the hole. i

“It's going oo slow for
me,”" he said. ;

Operators of an So-tpn dig-
ging crane clawing into the
island’s clay soil refused to
work Christmas Day or Box-| |
ing Day, *“although I told| |

_them the hole would fill in.

- “It's pretty hard to get
people to work Christinas
Day around here,” Mr. Dun-
field saild rain and partial
thawing added to the list of
troubles plaguing the ex-
pedition since the digging
machine took its first bite at
the fabled "money pit” lasf.
August,

The 50 - foot - wide hute
reaching for treasure, said to
have been buried here by
pirates two centuries agd,
was within the 39-year-old
geologists’s first objective of
155 feet last week. -

But “slough,” loose sliding
earth, pushed the measure- -
ment up to 112 feet before &
12-foot advance since Chr:s;-

mas. {_

Another machine, a 22-toh
mobile digging unit from
Halifax, was due to arrive at
the island today, Mr. Dun-
field said, but is not expected
to be operational until Mon-
day.

He said the rnachine will
work on the beach to investj-
gate flooding of the main pit,
but details of its purpose
were being shrouded “unti] it
arrives,”
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Digging operations for treas-
ure are expected fto resume
tomorrow on Oak hland

which left last week,
Robert Dunfield, the Cali-
fornia geogolist who is head-

€su

ing the dlgging npcl‘atmns.

A

said. yesterday that it will

take a day to get the cifane

‘rigged and ready to.go.
The month -'long contract

‘ran out on the first crane’

~which ‘Dunfield used, in his
quest for' the island's legend-
ary treasure.

42~ R, Hames @.ﬁw
Ml Vol 33y

(Rafuse, Halifax Pheto Service)

és’, Thursday
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The new machine is owned

‘bv a Halifax firm and arriv-

ed by rail from Moncton.

Like the first crane, it also

hag a B0-foot boom,
When digging operatmns

. ceased last Thursday Dunfield
‘and his crew reached the 140-

foot level ‘in its treasure

iSnapped Caj)le i ]
Slows Dlggmg&«%_ ;
At Oak Island |

OAK ISLAND — A snapned!

cable on a digging machine
early Tuesday added to the woes}
of Robert Dunfield Jr., trying to
find treasure he believes is bur-
| ied on this small Nova Scotia]
island.
i M, Dunfield said work fix-
| ing the cable, had slowed dig-i
ging operations about 12 hours. |
For several days, the Dunfield|
crew has been digging out slid-
ing earth in the pit it has been
| drilling since early October. Mr.
Dunfleld said about 30 feet were!
! cleared from the J]130-foot pit
| Monday, byt said he couldn't}
! estimate how much had beenf
\taken oul Tuesday.
| “We just go on bailing it
out,” he said,
Mr. Dunfield,
petroleum  geologist,

a Los Angeles|
said he!

couldn't estimate how long ltv
| would tzke to get the remamin#
| 1ill out of the pit. :

“The rain didn't do us any; |
good today ‘and the’ snappeﬂ[-
cable held us up more than 12
hours.”

Most of the earth has peeled
off the side of the hole. much of},
it from the tunnel gstem at the|,

liﬂ—tout le\el he said.
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Sir, — The present Oak
Island drama is exciting to
contemplate. What Iis
there? How much of it?

These / questions  are
being asked by all people
who daily follow the

events. How thrilling it will

be when and if the actual
uncovering takes place.

One question’ bothars me.
What happens to the treas-
ure when and if if is found?
Does Robert Dunfield walk
off with the lot, and pay
taxes on it to the American
government? Or does it, by
a, legislative act, become
the property of the people
of Nova Scotia, so that it
can be placed in a museum
(on Oak Island)?

If we do retain it, Mr.
Dunfield should be paid

handsomely for his time _

and effort.

In the past, Nova Scotia
has allowed wvaluable and
irreplaceable treasures to
slip from its fingers. One
such item was the Blue-
nose, which was sold to
outside interests, who I am
sure never treasured her
as did the people of this
province: _

She should have been
created into a 'museum,
which for all time would
have housed the trophies
she won, and perhaps, too,
relics of former fishing

days of which so many |

Bluenosers love to boast.

Unknown  perhaps to
most -Nova Scotians is the
fact that a very large and
someday priceless collec-
tion of Earl Bailley paint-
ings is now housed in a
gallery in Befmuda that
bears the artist's name.

: Theseé, too, will never come .

back to Nova Scotia.
Is this to be the fate of
the Oak Island treasure?

Bermuda
waters. The museum ata
Flatts, Bermuda, contains’
a priceless treasure found'
by Teddy Tucker. ;

He was paid a fair and
handsome price for his
find, and the islanders

have the treasure to boast f
© gnd to view.

(Rev.) R. W. DEMPSEY
Pm‘t Hawkesbury

" As we understand the sit-
uation, Mr. Dunfield would
share the spoils with his
backers, pay five per cent
to the provincial govern-
ment under the provisions
of the Treasure Trove Act,
and perhaps, although this
last is by no means clear, a
tax of some sort to the fed-

eral government. He would

not “walk off with the lot,”
but would walk off with a
great deal.—Editor.
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' Guard Gold?

OAK ISLAND — it the

ghosts of 17th

century pl-

rates still haunt this small is-

land off Nova Scotia's south|
shore, they are doing a pesky

good job of guarding the legend-
ary loot said to be buried there.
Robert R Dunfield, a Los An-

geles petroleum geologist and '

engineer, said Tuesday a

¢racked engine block or blown

gasket in a diesel generafor is
the latest problem encountered

*'in his mechanical attack oa the

170-year mystery that has foiled
numerous treasure- c;eelvnng ex-

: peditions.

The generatnr, a §a0-volt ma-|

T e i W
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_ OAK ISLAND N.S,
| A closed = circuit .television
camera peered  inio the

“got A good picture” of the
deep hole reaching for a
legendary fortune in gold and
jewels,

The television circuit is the
latest device used by Cali-
fornia geologist Robert R,
Mig_l_d_ in his search for
. loot that is said to have been
| cached there by buccaneers.
| Dunfield said the picture
| showed the hole was standing

up well. A 70-ton digging ma-

chine clawed away another
L four feet of earth Wedneszday,

.

E es ‘Monéy

“money pit" on this Mahone .
Bay Island Wednestay and

- the submersible pump

{working by the night shift.

———————

e S

{the :sland's fabled M(mey Plt

| was put back in working order,

1t sprang a leak Monday, forc-|

ing another delay in the search
70-ton digging machme were
sharpened.

to a point to enable the Digging

as it should.

that had taken a 48hour respite |
| while teeth on the buckets of a|

The teeth had to be welded

Clam to gnaw through layers of
old spruce and oak hampering
e st The  152foot
level, deeper than any attempt
‘has ever gone. Mr, Dunfield said
the pump was working well and
the digging machine performing

He said he thought most of]

Dec /65"

but he said revised” calkul
tions placed the excavatj
depth st about. 140 feet in-
stead of 152 feet reported
earlier. - = o
. Dunfield's first objective is
a depth of 133 reet, the height
of Niagara's Horseshoe Falls.
A new diesel pgenerator,
which produces 550 volts for
and
night lighting, arrived Wed-
nesday ‘“trucked right
through from Mentreal” after
the original generator broke
down Tuesday. A mechanic
from Montreal was expected
to have the new machine

However, the “digging_
clam” being used to “burrow
into the island's clay soil
leaves today on contract to
another job, and Mr. Dun-
field said another larger ma-
chine on order from Monc-
ton, will not arrive until Mon-
day, “at the earliest,

“If we don't come up with
something interesting tonight
(Wednesday), we'll be delay-
ed until next week,” he said.

Wednesday's efforts un-
earthed more old wood that
. *has hampered digging opera-
tions for more than a week,
but it may prove more of an
encouragement than a
hindrance,

Dunfield said hand - hewn
logs were brought up that a
visiting provipcial forest ser- ‘|
vice official believed might '’
be hemlock, & wood not native

to the area.

“It must have been the
original flooring," Dunfield
=W TR Torestry  official |
Lloyd Hawboldt of Truro, is |
examining the logs in an at-

| the old wood, which he believe_s
was part of eribbing in a pit
that collapsed about 1850, had

hiideih,
been cleared away and ‘“‘we

tempt to date them,

_chine procured in Montreal, 1s|
“still working, he said, but the|
nationalized all treasure = engine will have to be “tﬂm]
found in wrecks which are down’’ and repairs made from | |should be getting close.”

- . parts flown in from Montreal. However, progress was slight
Production resumed earlier inl Tuesday and no measurements| o

By the way, the Ber-
muda government has

the day when a water pump in| | of the hole were taken.

e e e e Recent ietbacks have slowed
actual working time fto "4.2
hours out of every 10" on the
. | average during the last six
weeks.

“We hope to make better
| progress soon,”” Mr. Dunfield
said, “but bettering that aven-
| age is going to be a 'oough job.

At B2~ V. Mennig” :.-,.'. A
Tﬁ_{_{_} \ o g}_@ﬂ
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DA!{ I_SIAND,. N.S.
Only 28 feet of earth i
tween Robert R.
_and. 3 _treasure .
costly dxsappointrﬁ”@nt.\

Mechanical troubles yester-

R

day stalled efforts of the 39-

year-vld Los Angeles petro-
leumn geologist to uncover the
170-year mystery of th_is:"_‘
island a stone's throw
Nova Scotia’s south shora
where pirates are said to have
buried their loot two cent\mes
880 ’
Mr. Dunheld uid his 70—taa
d:ggmg machine has clawed
its way to a depth of ]52 feet,
only three feet shy of his first
objective and a scant 28 feet
from the level at/ which he

says he will either/be made a

rich man or call it quits..

Mr. Dunfield,
ebout the island and its {egen-
dary pirate tr asure 'as a

be.

tmz_e’. ,,,. a

who reéd.

K

2477 1%

r

A

“that,”
“*We're finding bits of old oak

i
t

e

On/ 28 feet of earth

h:des v:cfory or fa:lure

ynuth in Denver, Colo denied
a report that two days of rain
had caused a 'cave-in at the
- 'excavation site. ki
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““The Hole" 18° in beautifu]

condition,’”’ he said. *The
walls .are holding just as we
expected,”’

Mr, Dunfield said his crew

had trouble with a water
i pump and the digging ma-
“chine itself, but the problems
were strictly  mechanical.
Similar setbacks in recent
- weeks have slowed the search
for the gold and jewels that
legend says Were bur:ed on
the island.

The lure of underground

“wealth brought death to Robert -

Restall, ‘a former Hamilton
steelworker, his son and two
workers in August when they
entered a:gas-filled pit on the
island. - :

Mr. Dunfield bought the
treasure-seeking rights from
Mts. Restall less-than ' two

weeks after the tra gtigxi‘ |
has Eeen ‘digging for the trea. '

. stre, for

more than two
months.

“We're in the original pit,
there’s no question about

he said yesterday,

and other artifacts.” He esti-

- mates the search is costing

him about $2,000 a day,a total
of $70,000 sp far. Z

Mr. Dunfield said he is
hopeful of reaching the area
of real interest soon. He has

pictures of the operation to
Life magazine.

;sold exclusive rights to still |

1



“—I:lwew Oak Island Venture

FROM THE LUNENBURG PROGRESS-ENTERPRISE

Will Nova Scotia’s boom and a two-yard clam
“Treasure Island” give up blistkﬂ which thhis used for
it . : just i one uthing . . . i =
t:é;icr?: o;oyxdden pxr; fe : ’egcca_vaﬁng, It’'s capable of
: much ‘has gigging a 200-foot deep -
been written about Oak . hole. This ' equipment
Island in the last halt should really find out if
century that it would spoil there is any treasure on
the beautiful fantasy that the island. ~ =
most people have about the . . When the search is over
island if one were to Qak Island won't bear any
-d@spute whether pieces of geographical | resemblance ¥
eight and gold doubloons to the island that was.
. were ever hidden in a pit. Perhaps it will look like a
So most people, whether cked moon crater. By
they live in Nova Scotia or To get to the island a
New Zealand, assume that 700-foot causeway has been -
there must be something to  built to the mainland and
the story about pirates and the heavy machinery will
hidden treasure. The only cross over easily. If water
stipulation some people interferes in the digging,
have is that perhaps the the newest and most
treasure was removed long  powerful types of pumps
will go to work. . . .

ago by the same char-

acters who hid it in the While this newest attack

: _ first place. on the treasure inay bring

—1| idea how long he will g:nntin*ue. Dozens of expeditions in a definite yes or no answer |
“We thought at first it would the past 100 years have to the romantic stories of ¥
onlytake three v_veeks,”‘ he said.| i4 * worked to find treasure on pirates and the Spanish - .

“But we make discoveries every| i1 Oak Island, Some stayed Main, it could also bring to _ l

day that make us change our “ for months, some stayed @ close a very alluring

opinions. 1; can't predict how|— for weeks, others departed chapter in Nova Scotian |

long we'll be here.” :

Treasure |
Hun e‘rmsg' G
Slalled

i | 0AK ISLAND, NS.(CP)—Los| |
§ | Angeles petroleumn  geologist| 8
Robert Dunfield said Monday he
hopes to move a 70-ton digging
crane  into position near thel
i | “Money Pit" on this small Novaj
Scotia dsland ‘today to ‘begin
excavations for pirate treasure
believed buried-here, e L
The, 70-foot ‘high crane has
been at work on the shore of the
Island for the last two weeks,
digging a - 200-foot-long, 15-foot-
deep ditch Dunfield hopes will
cut off two underground water
tunnels that have foiled treasure
hunting operations in the past
because of flooding. Sl
Dunfield, 39, said he had no

. | [ after only a few days. history. " A
This 132-acre island, one of| | = Now comes Robert Dun- If there is mo treasure, - 1
more than 350 in Mahone Bay on B field from California who, then Oak Island becomes - ' i
v, the South Shore, hag been the}™ fike many of the cthers, is just another one of the’ '
V.| object 'of more than LUO{gy determined to find an forgolten 365 islands that '
treastre hunting ventures since|® answer to the question. dot the coast line between
v,| 1795 when three youths discover-| { ~ Only this time the 39- Mahone Bay and Halifax. !
—| ed a depression in the ground 13 1 year-old petroleum geolo- If there 'is pirate

sr| feet across at the foot of a knife- al

. gist is going to use more
41.| marked oak tree. ; ty

treasure and it's dis- -

The “Money Pit" is on H was ever used before on then lose “much of the i
—| a hill, 32 feet above sea level, on| ¢; Oak Island.  glamor. Unfortunately it
the east side of the Island, i tuna

overlooking crescent-shaped|
.| smuggler's Cove where New

mechanical equipment than

The search will be cen;
tered mainly around a 100-
{on crane with & 90-foot

covered, Oak Island will

too, will be one less subject
for editors to write about

A

v

England immigrants first settled! d

r| in the 1830. There legend has if,| b

.| pirates in the 17th century—per-| y
haps Captain Kidd-—-puried a ({
multi-million - dollar fortune in ,

| gold and precious jewels. o4 b

The 170-year-old treasure in 2

nune caimed Reitipt v 2 (70— NV, Flamen Erboo

el ol M 205

v-H ol e micitsing

men,. including Robert Restall,| g4
a BO:vear-gld Hamilton, Ont..| by
steslworker, died Aug. 17 at the| ng
bottom of a gas-filled, waters| o
*! draining pit. Three others also
‘| died in the pit. :
Restall died believing he was) -
within feet of finding B.-:"
$30,000,000 treasure. \‘

e ket T

raEry

e
2
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OAK ISLAND, N.S. (CP) —
| ,There’s a hole the size of
|- three railway boxcars coupled
| _end-to-end in - this 132-acre
.| - Nova Scotia island, and within

feet of the mine-like shaft,
. | Robert Dunfield expects to
{ | find a multi - million - dollar
1 treasure.

' Mr. Dunfield, a Los Angeles

| | petroleum geologist, and a
.t | crew of 11 men have been at

i | work on. Oak Island for the

[ last two weeks, blocking off

a 70-ton bucket-carrying crane
into operation near the shaft.
The crane, its 50-foot neck
conspicuously jutting frem a
barren hill on the south side

{ 150 feet deep and 100 feet in
diameter in search of treasure
| | believed buried here in the
| 18th Century by pirates.

i Rented from a New Glas-

chw, N.S., steel firm, the
crane was in operation 250

| digging a 200-foot long, 20-foot-
[ | deep ditch that Mr. Dunfield

| that has seeped into the shaft
or money pit.

“‘We're about two weeks be-
hind schedule.” said Mr. Dun-
field, a quiet-spoken 39-year-
| old graduate of the University

of California at Los Angeles.

“We hoped to finish the ditch

and begin the main excava-

tion 10 days ago. The time our
operation will take is indefin-
ite now.”

Mr. Dunfield, who lives with
his wife in a nearby motel,
has undertaken the most mod-
ern treasure-hunting operation
in the history of Oak Island.
More than 1,000 persons have
spent an estimated $1,500,000
in search of the Tegendary

| treasure since three boys dis-
covered @2 depression fn the

| greund, .4 feét across, at the

| foot of an oak tree in 1795.

| *I don’t know how much
wealth might be hidden here,”

he said. “But if it's there I
| think we'll find it."”

Mr. Dunfield has a 37-per-
cent share in the $35,000 op-

. eration. Other major share.
. holders are in Los Angeles.

jui Wirephoto

DIGGING FOR TREASURE _
Crane digs ditch on Dak Island, N.S., where geologist
Robert Dunfield is trylng to find Iegendary treasure.

i
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. obtained from the wife of Rob-
erl Restall, 59-year-old Hamil-
ton steelworker who died here
Aug. 17 with three other trea-

. sure-seekers at the bottom of

'1 a 27-foot gas-filled pit. The
island is owned by M. R.
Chappell of Sydney.

Mr. Dunfield said he be-

Treasure Hunt

|| Los Angeles Geologist Leads Latest Effort
' To Find Pirates’ Loot on Nova Scotia Island

seeping water so they can put

of the island, will dig a hole -

feet from ife shaft Thufsday, - Mr:

expects to block off sea water

He has a lease on the island,

lieved the treasure to be hid-
den on the island because of a
book written by Halifax bar-
rister R. V. Harris, called Qak
Island Mystery.

“I've been over the treasure
theory a thousand times, "N?e
said. “The findings in Mr.
Harris’ book led me to the
conclusion the treasure was
here. 1 think it still is.” He
first read of Oak Tsland’s trea-
sure as an Ilyear-old school-

g ames Keizer, 32, of nearby
Robinson’s Corner, foreman of
the Dunfield crew, was unable

to get to his job on the island
Aug. 17 — the day four died in
the pit that was to drain wat-
er flooding the money pit. Had
he been on the job he too
waould have been in the pit. i

“Mr. Restall believed, like
no other man, that treasure
was buried here,” said Mr.
Keizer, who lives in a small,
plywood-walled house built by
o the island. “He
used to work 10 and 12 hours a
day helping ns work on the
money pit. 4

“He told us there was $30,-
000,000 buried here, and we all
believed what he said,” said
Mr. Keizer. “Last summer I
found 18th Century dishes bur-
ied under five feet of clay on
the shore, and Mr. Dunfield
found a large rock with the in- 3
itials DH worn into it.”  (G.D.M

Also Tound over the years on  Medds, |
the island were three links of
gold chain, a fragment of
parchment and scraps of co-
conut  fibre. ¥

The money pit, probed to a
depth of 124 feet by Mr. Res.
tall and others before him, is
about 12 by 20 feet in diamet-
er with sections of ladder
going to the bottom. Below is
a 40-foot-deep pool of water,
constantly being pumped out
by a large engine.

Mr. Dunfield said whﬂn the
crane goes into operation at
the money pit, the wonden
shaft would be torn out. He
said more than 1,000 tourists
have tried to get on the island
to see the excavations since a
650-foot causeway was built
three weeks ago, but they are
kept off because of the danger
of injury.

The causeway, which re-
quired 15,000 yards of fill,
may not be removed when the
excavations have been com-
pleted, Mr. Dunfield said. {

People have asked it remain
because of the island’'s atirac-
tion to tourisis.

.
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Tt pumping should be requiredon  a

~ Machines Join

By SCOTT BRIGLEY
Staft Writer

I I.f Nova: Scoﬁ'ail'f;"f .'l'r'h.'e d ' Oak!

—To Let Big |

the  seven-man team on the serviciug taking place in th

Treasure Hunt |

I excavation to keep the vehicle in

project will use
sible_pump. \
110,000 g s of water an hour.

Mr, %}%ﬁ plans to set Ehe:

digging erane 40 feet from the

stable ground while maintaining
the boom over the site.
A safety harness. and nylon

Island ceased to be an island
| yesterday. : i
But only temporarily. . _
On Sunday bulldozers filled the
last gap of a 650-foot causeway
connecting the mainjand with
the small South Shore island. .
The temporary one-lane, earth
and stone structure was design-
ed to allow huge ‘earth-moving
machinery to be admitted to the
jstand for the latest. gearch in:
the mystery of what is buried
there. /' i el FlEy ]
Robert Dunfield, 39, a petro-
leum geologist from California,
is directing the- largest scale!
assanlt ever placed on Oak Is-
1and in an attempt fo uncover its,
secrel, Hia VR S o '
‘“We built the causeway only,
as a means of accessibility to,
the island 'with this heavy
equipment. 1t will come down
and thg___cilannéb_ggmgﬂ_}p_
{hree weeks.” '
The causeway was completed

4 ’ / /

rope will be attached to one of
the team who will stand near the
open pit and direct the crane
operator where the bucket would
be used best.

When the 140-foot level in the
pit is reached the mining
venture will take on more
scientific approach. Everything
extracted from the hole at that
{ime will put into a sluice, a

screens and separates the rock
and other objects from the soil,

“My basic objective is fo go to
the 155-foot level, We will go no
further than a maximum depth
of 180-feet, wunless we find
something of inferest,” the
young geologist stated.

Work en the island starts
today as the crane will be taken
4o a heach site for investigation|.
of a drainage system that is
commonly believed gonnected to
/the actual money pit,
| Mr. Dunfield explained that
they will spent several days toa
week investigating  drainage

mechanical earth digger, the
new search team e#pects to be
off the igland in three weeks.
contident that their equipment
is capable for this assignment.
" 7The strength of this belief is
based on one particular piece of
| equipment welghing cloge to 100-
tons fitted with a 90-foot hoom
and  two 'yard clam bucket
{digging scoop), This crane-like
structures is ‘eapable of digging

‘an excavation over 200-feet deep
by 100 feet in diameter, handling
over 800
ideal conditions.

Past attempts
old search for
the island have been chiefly
foiled because of seeping water
filling the diggings. it

The Dunfield party

hopes to
solve this problem in one of two
approaches, E
ing the water helieved entering
the money shatt from the beach
or by pumping:- water directly
out of the excavation as work

in ten days taking 7,000 yards of
fill, s =
“With the use of a large}

ds an_bour under|

‘on tﬁp-i_?l) year- |,
hidden wealth on

ither hy controll-!

! sites before moving to the actual
| area of the excavation, '
“If all ‘goes to plan in three

days over the méin éxcavation
e will be reaching the real
, area of interest.”

\ Worlk is scheduled to operate

P S

1
A
{

|

{

§
|
¥

| progresses. e

water filtering method that|

a deep submer- intervals,
capable of handling

‘\wo-shift basis, with(in the vicinity of $43,000, is the /
el largest mechanical gearch of its

type to be conducted on the
The Dunfield search, costing island. ;

b
g}

9\ Q \S"ﬁ?’"‘” \ D
Mgl Vel 334

e R

(} L

£

/




 hpalere

"""__ “BY SCOTT BRIGLEY |

A young U.S. petroleum geolo-
zist, long interested in the tales
f Ozk Island and the mystery
f what is buried there, expects
o have the answer to. thatv'
qestion by the end ot this

month

Robert R. Dun.fxeld from
Canoga Park, California, is
‘onfident that his large scale
*arth moving equipment — a
ype never used before on thej
my south shore island—will
reveal the hidden secret. = .
Mr. Dunfield purchased the
‘ontrolling interests in the|
reasure rights from Mrs. Rob-
rt Restall, widow of the 59-
ear-old former motorcycle
ierabat, whose six year search
'nded in tragedy Aug. 17, - #L

Mr. Restall died of toxic gasll|

woigoning when he fell into a||
vater filled shaft. Three other| |
aen on hand also perished in
soing to his assistance.

RETAIN INTEREST

The Restall family and other
arties of that original agree-

“New Plan’

! %ne Dunfield, who flew into
' Halifax from California on

¢ Thursday fo join her husband in

search operat!ons 1n the past

may he solved from two
approaches. .

“Either we cut the water off
at the beach or pump it directly
out of the excavation.”

Whatever the planned attack it
will remain a secret among the
Dunfield group, at least for the
present.

a short stay, has the same quiet
confidence ‘in her husband’s
abilily and judgement as he
reflects to the five man team
who work at the site.

“Bob has been interested

old enough to read about it. We
are all 100 per cent behind
h‘jm " 4

The Dunfields have two chils
dren at home, Sharon, 19, and
“Robert, 7. /]

Apart from Robert Dunfleld'
-ability as & petroleum geologist,

18 other technical knowledge in the

ect. has eome from -his

nent will still retain interest in
he new venture. ¥
Robert Dunfield, who was a

backer of the Restall search and

_minins engineer

and plannings of the hunt by

ias been in the area for the past| |
three months, will, in the next|
weeks, employ a three yard 'I
e fresh hunt. The venture' |
will cost $42,000.
'This large piece of equipment| |
resembles a crane-like structure
and weighing about 100 tons is
*apable of digging an exeavation
over 200 feet deep and-100 feet||
n diameter. [
“The capacity of this machine
s such that we should have the|
answer before the ' end oflf
mf Mr. Dunfield com-

“I am of the opinion that there
s something buried on the
uland at different elevations,

)ut 1 would not hazard a g guess
8 to the despositer or what zsl
lesposited.

The Californian, who owns his
wn ' 0il geology consulting busi-
83, described the project as a
roblem in excavation and open,
it mining but with the added
ifficulty of seeping water.

“My knowledge of the eclay
gction leads me to believe that
ve can complete this excavation
uceessiully Jf we can ‘dig it
w "

Mr.  Dunfield said that thel
vater problem which has ioiied

| quantities of charcoal, putty and

hltphonoh

| (élmc:a'rzcamw eologzst Has

For O .ak;'lsland !

'Oak Island ever since he was|

;' The genior Dunﬂ;eld is kept |
 well informed of the progress|-

Sus7- R,
gamr rﬁm- M
'-mmzdntu the diggings caus A (7!
 ing cave-ns. and mwrdnl the g
island's secret safe.

The intriguing lure of the
possibh treasure has already
cost several lives and thousands|
of dollars, but aside of the fact|
Ozk Island may hold a 'mat__.
fortune, Robert Dunfield mekes
no open comment on the nctual
hidden prize.

Instead it appears to be more
a personal challenge and prob-
lem between a man of education
in geology and the elements of
time and nature,
/' Perhaps with a new lcientlﬂc
| approach and a great deal of
| good luck, the Dunfield project
will prove to be the closing
pages of the story of Nova
Scotia’s legendary treasure is-|¢

/nnd. i, ® gy

Vol
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All is in a state of readiness

-awaiting the arrival of the|
mechanical digger, now werking
| elsewhere in the Maritimes,

Two bulldozers already on the
Chester Bay island have cleared
passages for the clam cllgger in
whlch to operate ;

SINCE 1795

Fromise of pirate gold or
privateer’s fortune has kept
generations of treasure seekers|

digging in the tiny island, 45|

miles form Halifax, since 1795

when two boys discovered traces| |
;0f a mine pit and oak platforms]| |
" under the ground.

Since then subsequent search-|
ers have dug to find platforms

at 10 foot intervals to a depth of| |

80 feet. Each staging hearing|

coconut fibre, . .
' Augers have drilled to depths|

of 170 feet and have been| I
'&;;’orted to have struck buried|
cts Bmie thﬁlnﬂ from the

pRES

t R_obért R. Dunfield; “answer before end of October.”
Wt ' - LA SR
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Island

_OAK ISLAND, NS, (CP)
Ca!ifomia petroleum geologist,
has renewed the hunt for buried
wealth that six weeks ‘ago Iurﬁd_
four men to their deaths on thit

S abaat® Ls” tnaila mystery-

‘voyage to

reasure Hunt

oakplatformsnndm-lcuenet-
work of drain tunnels,

lpeculatedthatﬂaeEnghshE:

- gaete Capt. Kidd, other Car

re Generatxonsntromant;lcs,have ‘

atesorthecrewo!a..._

Fren pay ship on an ill-fated

beseiged Louisbourg
in 1758 placed the booty here—a
snug shelter one mile from the
Nova Scotia coa.st in Mshona

‘_..ﬂmrded treasure | ﬁ'o'v@ as

“Hamilton sbeelwnrker_."'-
‘and motorcycle acrobat whose:
six-year search ended in tragedy '
- Aug. 17, i

SMALL PERCENT&GE e -;_
. Mrs. Restall; her _gg’n cand .
____-dauima"“ “ret i

it we certai

“it is and who put it there T
couldn’t venture any opinions.”
~ Mr. Restall, a few months be-
- fore he died in a gas-filled shaft,

least $30,000,000. But Mr. Dun-
field would not
-‘guess.” He also holds no the-
ories of his own reg

where the legendary treasure
came from and who buried it

under ‘its conioun%_lggers of__

NOVA SCOTIA’S OAK ISLAND

. « « where fabled wealth believed buried

“t['he Wa;y we'| ﬁe 0omg about
. should know ||

~"within & month. I'm convinced |

© there is- something taere. What |

i Bay,

The 1sland is pockmvked mth

" numerous shafts and drill holes

clawed or bored in the earth by
several unsuccessful expeditions: y
smce two young boys found the ]
“money pit” in 1795. The futile '
efforts brought up only three
pieces of gold chain, a frag-

~ ment of parchment, now in the:

estimated the fortune to be at possesslon of owner M. R. Chap-

of Sydney, and some s(ﬁﬁi

Bfe‘ocoanut fibre,
ISLAND KILLED FOUR

Mr. Restall died, apparently
of carbon mommde poisoning,
when he tumbled into a water-

. filled shaft and three others, in-

3
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“cluding busmessman Kar] Grae-
ser of Long Island, N.Y., and
. Robert Restall, Jr., 24 perished
after they went to his asslstaace.

Mr. Dunfield said he has been

as a youth, but only
. decided to invest in the venture

. earlier this year after he had
corresponded with Mr. Chappell
- and Mr. Restall. -
#CAME IN JULY =

-He came to Nova Scotia in
_July to work at the enterprise
/and was with Mr. Raestall a few
~ days before he died.

Now employmg‘ a crew. of five
- and hea 7, Mr. Dun-
A ﬁe!d sai two dozers have
* flattened most of the island in
prepara:tlon foz; the arrival of a

Eﬁzﬁmﬁ
op-

i.erntorhopestodxgaholem

“If there is anything there it
__ should come out,” he JE L B

" Interested in Oak Island since
readmg its history in the Den-

(

feet deep and 100 feet in diam-
eter.

I
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Feverish Hunt for a ]mxed Treasure'

There may be $30 million in pirate gold buried on

g desolate Oak Island—but you'll have to beat the hoodoo to get it
g} By BOB GAINES (ot v 1Al
2 ¢ Nod et . - { |
= AST SU m& Oﬁk miles of Nova Seotia. The fibes
i % €rs m\"ﬂ\ﬁ‘lles of streiched like a thick sponge for 14

four treasure hunters outof a
muddy pit on Oak Island,
Nova Scotia, the world’s most
famous treasure island.

The coroner’s report later stated
the men had died of ecarbon monox-
ide fumes from a defective pump.
But old-timers in the area had a dif-
ferent explanation. It was the Oak
Island jinx: the incredible bad luck
which has frustrated treasure hunt-
ers on this small, desolate Canadian
island for more than 170 years.

Once again, the $30 million in
treasure, which is said to be buried
on the island, had slipped through
the clutching fingers of searchers.

So far, an estimated $1,750,000
has been spent on Oak Island in a
search for this elusive treasure. As
this is being written, men are work-
ing feverishly again on the island.
Under the leadership of a California
petroleum geologist, Rohert D 1d,
the searchers hope shortly to locate
the treasure.

They have spent more than $120,-
000 on the project. The cost to their
nervea has been as great. Expensive

hinore has hwalr nita T nnl_

Geologist Robert Dunfleld peers into
shaft where buried treasure may lie.

don the project because of their jobs
on the mainland.

In 1808 a group of local business-
men heard the story and decided to
excavate the puzzling pit. A crew of
men was sent over to the island to
dig. At successive 10-foot levels, they

feet along the beach. And beneath
the iiber lay five channels filled witk
loose stones, which seemed to rur
from one main channel,

Whoever had dug the pit had alsc
created a highly complex drainage
system that sucked the Atlantic
Ocean into the pit! It was an amasz
ing job of engineering, and the
treasure hunters wondered what
breath-taking prize must lie beneath
the ground to warrant such an effort.

The diggers sank '‘a series of
shafts and tunnels, hoping to bloek
the water flow. But always it rushed
in, ripping down the framing and
collapsing the tunnels. The company
eventually gave up.

Over the years, 200 shafts have
been sunk. Qak Island historians now
believe that the ground over the
treasure has been gouged and exca-
vated 80 often that the treasure, i
it exists, has shifted many feet,

What evidence of treasure is there
to merit all this work? There are
stories of fragments of gold brought
up by drills in the 19th century, but
no one alive today has seen them
There is a tiny scrap of ancien

B
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Solution To Oak | Ml Vol 3384

Island Treasure

chilled to sub-zero tempera-
| tures, could be the solution to
! finding the Oak Island treasure.
|  Murray Killman of nearby
Caledonia, a shareholder in the
Oak Island project, learned of
the new idea after a telephone
call to Robert Dunfield in Cali-
fornia.

Dunfield, a geologist, has led
the hunt on the tiny Nova Scotia
island since last September. He
took over after four men, in-

/ HAMILTON (CP) — Brine,
i

Robert Restall and his son, died
when they were overcome by
gas in the *‘{reasure pit.”

Dunfield suspended the search
in March because of bad
weather and flooding in the
excavation shaft.

' The freezing process is useful
/l when water and mud inhibit
|

excavations. First pipes are
| driven deep into the ground.
| Then super cold brine is circu-
- lated until the whole area is
i frozen.

The salt water solution makes
this possible because it can be
cooled far below the freezing
point of water while remaining
in a liguid state. -

/ /! Mr. Killman expects Dunfield
/ /]

| will soon return to Qak Island
"to try the freezing method.

cluding - Hamilton  steelworker
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Dunfleld’s Return
To Oak Island Is

Dela _

Unexpected de\.re 'p?helgts dé

| layed the planned return this

| weekend to Oak Island by Cali-

| fornia . geologist, Robert Dun-
' field.

Dunf.\eld who suspended hi!
search for the fabled treasure
on Oak Island earlier this year
because of continuing rain and
mud, said he expects to resume

fo el e g I Ll
|'Ir'h-""" (,’

L

Hova Scotia
HALIFAX, M. 5.

s

ed F_r Now

diggi operatmns w1th1n a few
weeks

Speaking by phone from his
home in Canoga Park, Calif,
Dunfield said work is already
underway on the island prepar-
ing the location for machines to
re~dig the ‘praspect hole’.

Shortly Wefore Christmas of
last year, Dunfield and his nine
man crew were only feet away
from the money chamber, but a
two-rlay delay caused the pro-
ject to be discontinued During
the two-day pause, silt and

water filled the greater part of|

the money pit and made a con-
tinuing search next to impos-
sible,

Dunfield began his search for
the treasure last August, shortly

‘| after four men died in their bid
‘| to uncover the legendary treas-
ure. The treasure is believed to}'
be in excess of $30 million, and|

is said to have beén buried on

! the tiny island by pirates in the

18th century.
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Calls Halt

The current search for legend-
ary pirate fortune on Oak Island

has halted — but may not be

finished completely.

gist Robert Dunfield, “in Nova
Scotia since July of last year,
leaves for home Friday after
Jfailing to find evidence of buried
loot on Nova Scotia's famed
treasure island.

Yet, he emphasizes his search|

there is not finished.

Dunfield and associates have|
already invested an estimated|

lug into the hunt.

The 39%-year-old Californian
said last night that all his
efforts here have not been in

I vain. He explained that he is
I/ / now fully convinced that the
/. area of the money pit, where he
'/ has dug over 130-feet deep
before Christmas, is the site of
the Windsor Rock Formations. |

|'.I i
X

|

‘Los Angeles petroleum geolo-

This natural rock structug_; g}l

/I

| carbonates f(materials such as|
| limestone, efc.) runs under-'
und about 130-feet for many
miles " in  that area of the|
province, This material is be-|
lieved porous and in a hroken]
fractur e. This may pos-|
sibly explain why drilling opera- |
| tions on the island have encount-
ered what appears to be
chambers or compariments be-
neath the surface.
| As to whether the treasure is
gthere still deep in the Windsor
formation or not there at all,
| My, Dunfield is non-committal, |
't But he is coming back again,
in his own words “when the
| weather  is  betler” to give
| further investigation fo one of
| the beach sites. ;
| Digging on the island started
more than a century ago with an
estimated $1,750,000 sunk into
| the island since that time,

i

/I

|/

/(

Public Archives of Nova Scotia
HALIFAX, N. S.




Dunfleld’s Nerves, |

- Money Feel étrau%/ o | /

CHESTER — Treasure
hunter Robert .D\ﬂ_g; eld says
 both his mon-ey and nerves
are feeling the strain of a
six-month search for legen-
dary pirate loot on Qak Is--
land

“This has cost mcre than
$120,000 now,” he said Mon-

/ day. “And my herves show

S—

hoard of treasure was buried
about 170 years ago.

But dozens of others have
dug holes on the little island,
too. Mr. Dunfleld estimates
that since the digging start-
ed more than a century axo/

§1,750,000 has been sunk into
Oak Island.

He said he expects to be-
gin digging again today on a
hole he has sunk to a depth
of 108 feel. He plans going '
as deep as 120 feet in this

hole in_an- effort to shut off
150 feet last fall over the water that to the pit

spot where he believes a | sink in search of treasure.
4 Before his digging machine
™ broke down a few days ago
he had found wooden pilings \
driven at a depth of 100 feet

it. There's a limit to every-
thing and I've gone about as
far as I can go."” :
i The Los Angeles geologist
dug down to a depth of about

in 1866 by a Halifax
seeking the ({reasurer. E?P

apparently, failed to stop the

. water flow that has plagued

all the hunters. \
Mr. Dunfield is still con-

fident there is something deep \
beneath the island’s surface,

gLj£§mQ_hLJ!HD!_!ﬂﬂxl_nmﬂ£ )
ormations, Early this year | \

he drilled to a depth of 1
teet and the drill dropped inte

amber with a two-foot-
hick wooden roof, The floor
of the chamber was hit at 184

- feet and the drill brought up
a plece of cast iron.
“But that doesn't mean too
much,” said Mr, Dunfield. '
S0 many holes have been
_sunk on the island that it is
impossible to te!! now what
was left in the ground by
the seekers or those who
‘huned the (reasure, assum
ing, of course, that lome'b
did bury s.omethmg there. /
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) |a.mih1ng to do with Oak Is-'

o ’

T When the coins and artifacts !

/ were found by the three divers, _
/ |

irony set in for another treas-
l wre seeker—Robert Dunfield--|
[ who began his search of Oak
? Island approximately the same
| time dhe Louisbourg three
f struck their hooty. B
| Now the question being asked

| {s: Could the Louisbourg dis-
. covery be part of the sanme
| treasure believed to he' buried:
| on Oak Island? . |
| Neither the island’s owner,;
| Mel R. Chappell, nor treasure
| seeker Dunfield believe it is.

i “I don’t think the French had

[ land,” said Mrc,
| terday after hearing
'Cape Breton distovery,
on't t think anvbndv really
{ knous who did the work or
| when il was done on the island,
| but someone certainly did an
| enormous amount of work there
| at an early period,” he added.
-;I Mr. Dunfield, at home in in Cali-
| fornia, because of poor weather
i eonditions in Nova Scotia which
| halted his search recently, said. |
| when he theard the  news ofi
|| the discovery:
l __“There is ar}_}_gsaxmht} thm

Chappell yes-|

01 the

}'courd be the freasure, but 1

I doubt the connecuon with Oak
{ Island.” |
| “This will not make any dif.|

[ ference o our prugram on the!
i :sland o {

L

amia this |
1ing, 1 Bert 1#d saia|”
he svas. ngt" dbeourueﬂ by the|

treaspre - find off Louisbourg.:
+ He - said !ze wasmot tonvinced |
the ‘treasure was linfed in any
way with the booty he has been |
tooking for op Qak Island since !
last August, In faet he would:
be returning to. Nova Scotia o
|| resume  his. digging operat/zf[

| "m a few weeks”

B i -

7
Nova

Scotia
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OAK ISLAND—'I{f we can'ti
/maka it this time, we will leave
it to someone else,” Robert Dun-
field said as he prepared to re-
dig the money pit on Oak Is-
land in search of a pirate treas-
ure said to exceed $30 million.

The Los Angeles geologist,
“| who has been working with a
| nine-man erew in the hunt since|
3| August of last year, has just re-||
turned from a five-day holiday
in Bermuda. “We enjoyed a hard
earned few days off, my wife|
and myself, but we are going
to begin this morning to re-dig
the money pit we filled in last_
month,” Dunfield said, adding,
#we have learned a lot, we know
we can dig the hole if the men|
and equipment hold out.” |

The Dunfield crew are still
attempting to cut off the water
channels which continue fo flood
the pits dug in hopes of dis-
closing the hidden treasure, but
with the equipment running as itl

' legend says is buried beneath

i \Oak laﬁd Money I;;t M /) Lé
Dunfield To Sta
Re-Digging Today

|
|
1

Job Starts Il( )
On Oak lsta dl)
OAK ISLAND — A bulldozer|

Jabored on the beach of this tiny|
Nova Scotia island Thursday,|

preparatory to a new attempt to
recover the elusive treasure that)

“Redigging”

the clay soil.

Los Angeles fortune . hunter|
Robert R. Dunfield said he is
trying .to block off seepage of
ocean water in a 130-foot: pit in]
which he has found only
frustrating setbacks.

"He now plans to “redig the}
hole” with a digging crane in aj
final attempt to find pirate loot.

The petroleum geologist said|
he hopes to Mf_}%ﬁ;@h&g
with clay plugs by the first of
next week and get down fo the
business of excavation. The|
original hole, started last

August, was partially filled by
sliding earth during numerous|

is, Dunfield believes he can con-
trol the water to a degree.

The new money pit will be’
100 feet in diameter, and will
go to depth of more than 100
foet before narrowing to dig
into the treasure chamber. -

THREE-FOUR WEEKS

Asked when and if he will :a!l
it quits, Dunfield said “three or.
four weeks should decide.”

includes a huge crane with a @
100-icot hoom among other earth

treasure hunt, ;

island in the 18th century.

The Dunfield operation, which

moving equipment, has cost

more t
months_since he _started his - |

. The pirate treasure is believed |
to have been buried on the tiny

shanical breakdowns and la-|
troubles.
he new hole, at the same &ile

pney pit” discovered by two
k in 1795, will be 100 feet in

meter. Mr. Dunfield said he,
| dig to a depth of 184 feet|

bre calling it quits.
isappginted about past fail-
G, MY
-yer the last few weeks located
4n _underground chamber con-
‘ taining wood and
thinks the gypsum was used as

primitive cement by whoever|

| puried the fabled wealth.
He is still  convinced ‘‘with
reservations that there is some-
! thing there.”
| The new hole will be his last
| try, he said, After that he will

go back to drilling oil wells and).
“try to recover some of my|

supposedly located atb thej

Dunfield said drilling}

sum. Hel

losses.”” The operation has, so

; | far, cost ap estimated $120,000.

¥

|

/ | there has not been any signs
/

(

4
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Treasure Hunt Again

Discovers Hard Luck |

Once again the treasure hunt| be brought to the island to try
on Oak Island has slowed to a to fish the other out of the pit.
el 3 Since arriving in Nova Scotia

. last July, the Dunfield search
Robert Dunfleld, a pEtI'(‘.'lEL\l'll for fortune has been plagued
. geologist from Los Angeles,| it misfortune—however, he
said last night that work on| gaye he is far from finished
the cave-in shaft, several hun-| pere yet,
dred feet from the “legendaryl 1t was
treasure-trove,” has been hin-| setual work will again ‘egin
) fered by one of the digging| on the money pit itself, or what
crane’s buckets being lodged atl technique will be employed.
! :l33' feet. Drilling over the site con-
Mr. Dunfield explained that| ducted by Dunfield in January
they are investigating this shaft indicated a hollow chamber, but
to check if any water was| whether this is a natural for-
reaching the “famed treasure mation of the earth’s structur
trove” from that point. or a man-made compartmen

He added that at 68 feet| remains a mystery. -

It is estimated that the cost]
of water. B of the Dunfield ‘project whichy
The 39-year-old geologist said| began in August  is nearing|

| that another busket would soon| $120,000.

not known when

{
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)77/ New Drilling :
g Island
_,:'J' 3§ o’r}l:; seougtr buried treasure

on QOak Island will take on a
" new twist, A drilling rig, brought|
ok " 10 the isle—mtfgé?:' will at-
““tempt to drill six inch dia-
. meter holes into the iabledl
5

"_treasure trove, o

... Robert Dunfield, a California!

Q})—-’;‘?'"}Jetroleum geologist conducti‘ng ‘

2 Tthe hunt, said this morning

“*drilling would begin today, F

*3 ™" The new venture is to exm'r|~|i

ine core samplyings from the:
o,

"ffer. Dunfield said he did not
* know how many holes would bel
“ pored.. They would penetrate to,
%7180 feet. |

" % " On January 3, after months of

excavation work, the Dunfield

«-expedition filled in their oper.

- e + alion after being plagued by
continual cave-ins,

At that time the searchers

. planned a different approﬂ_ch.

- shutting off all water reaching

% .the treasure site from the beach.

Dunfield Seill
Enthusiatic o ¢

| OAK ISLAND — Robert R.!
| Dunfield said Thursday he's ne!
lless _enthusiastic ~about his
| chances of finding buried trea-
| sure on this 123-acre Nova Sco-
tig island than when operations
began five monthg ago, I

“There have been so many
setbacks 1 don’t know what to
think,"” said the 39-year-old Los
Angeles  petroleum geologist
who took over treasure hunting
operations here in August.

Use of modern machinery and
expenditure of more than $90,-,
000 have resulted in fajlure to|
solve the 170-year-old mystery
of the island. |

A huge hole aimed at thel
‘* legendary money vault was

ff

abandoned Jan. 3 after
earth filled in the bottor of the. |
excavation three times. : E

But Mr. Dunfield refuses to!
give up. ¥ '

He said a crew would begin
drilling today over the area of
the money pit. Core samples
will be taken from a depth of
135 feet to about 180 feet,

“If nothing is found that indi-
cates we're in the area of the
treasure we'll dig a few feet !
away,” he said. “We've taken:
this thing this far and we're not
going to give up.” T
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Dunfield

Awaits
Analysis

OAK ISLAND, N.§. (CP)—
About 1,000 pounds of material
brought to the surface from four
six-inch holes drilled 140 feet
deep by treasure hunter Robert
Dunfield could be concrete or
natural carbonate, he said
Thursday. :

Dunfield said he had sent
samples of the material to the
University of Southern California
In Los Angeles and “I'm just
gitting by the telephone now. I
could get a " reply anytime
today.” !

He said an estimate of the age
of the material was practically
impossible without a spectro.
graphic mieroscrope, which the
university was expected 4o
employ. A chemical analysis

. 8lso would be done on the /.

material.

The scientific searching 1is
aimed at location of a treasure
horde which local legends say is
buried far beneath the surface of
the finy island off the southwest
coast of Nova Scotia,

Tlood funnels believed by
Dunfield to be man-made have
foiled attempts by him and
many other fortune seekers in
ihie last 170 years to dig through
to the area believed to hold the
treasure. Dunfiled took up the
drilling after five months of
digging.

CAVITY ROOF

Earlier Thursday,
gaid he had located

Dunfield

a large
cavity at the 140-foof level,|
“That was the roof of the

cavity. Then™ fhe drill broke
through.” He said it was about
ep but other dimen.

sions were uncertain,
The concrete-like materia] was
found ‘at the same leve] as the
cavity over an area of nine
square feet, Alsp brought up was

iai' _piece _of _metal sent to

i

g N/ (.7
. ,,5{{ ?Q,- K ; / ';,"{-:’rt-ﬁ.-‘\,-\-; \[ o ‘.# ki

ontreal for examination. He}

was not sure who was carrying
out the analysis for m personal
{riend of his in Montreal.

Dunfield, a 39-year-old petro-
leum geologist from California,
said he expected it would be two
or three days, at least, before he
received a reply on the analysis

~of the metal, :

. The cavify he 7
* found is believed to be the same
one located in 1955 by George J.
Greene, a Texas oil driller, who
filled it with more than 100,000
gallons of water in an attempt to
determine the nature of the
cavity. The water all ran away.
Dunfield penetrated ~deeply in
the area believed to be directly
over the treasure hefore sliding
earth forced him to abandon and
fill in the excavation in the
“money pit” He expects to| ,
return after reports on the latest
yield from. the drill holes are
Teceived,

L T f‘.

/

i
e

e e N e T

| OAK ISLAND, N.§! (CHy e (22
|| Treasure " hunter. . Hobert D
| field today awaits a report on
| Mmaterial discovered in. four six-
 Inch holes drilled 140 feet into
| We ground here, . .. .
" 'Mr. Dunfield  said Thursday
| core: drills brought up = ahoyt
1,000 pounds of ‘what he thought
was_concrete op natural carbgn.
ate. The faterial was sent to
Los Angeles for examination by
| spectrographic miserascope to
determine its age. e e
The scientific searching is
| aimed at ‘locating a treasure
| ‘horde SUpposedly - buried  be.
.| neath thé surface of this Ainy
southwest. coast pf

.| island off the
.| Nova Scotia, ¥
.| , Thursday, Mr. Dunfield saiq
.| he located a large cavity at the [}
| 140-foot level. He said the cay. i
l! ity was about 40 feet deep, but |/
- dimensions  were uncer-
" tain, Wi ;
The materia] was found at the
same level as the cavity over
an area of nine square feet,
| The 3%-year-old California pe-
|1 troleum geologist said he may
£l have found the cavity located
I in 18955 by Texas oil driller
'-| G_earge J. Greene who filled it
| with more than 100,000 gallons
!l of water in an attempt to de-
| termine’ its nature, The water
| seeped away, . i (T
i T ——
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Staff Writer .

For two months .t_l'lle' latest
search for  treasure en  Oak
Island has led searchers 13.':I
feet down the fabled money _pit,i
but Tlast night the excavation|
was filled in — purposely. !

But the hunt is far from over.'
Robert Dunfield, the Los An-
geles petroleum geologist direct-
ing the search which has cost
close to $90.000 so far, last night
filled in the decpest hole made

on the island since the hunt for_t
| the legendary treasure began inj|
1793, - :

“We filled in the excavation
purposely. With so much rain
and with springlike conditions
for January, we have heen|
plagued with cave-ins. -A]ready‘
the pit has been bailed out three
times. We are not finished an
Oak Island but will attack the
problem with a different ap-
proach,” the 39-year-eld Cali-|
fornian said. ;

Mr. Dunfield explained that]
the excavation was refilled with!
top so0il material which would
| easily come out again, |'a
| He said that in the last few| ¢
days two shafis made by other|
searchers had caved in and with|
mild temperatures and rain, ; ,
digging was extremely slow. §

He said he planned to in vesti-| ¢
gate the flood tunnel system -at| . .
the beach, a few  hundred feet
from the present operation, and| ,
seal off any water which could|-' .
reach the treasure pit. T

A
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| however, follows the pattern of

| treasure-seekers have failed to

| ging machine for more than

By NICK FILLMORE

OAK ISLAND, N.S. (CP)—
Robert Dunfield’s treasure-hunt-
ing suffered a setback Monday
as the Los Angeles geologist
was forced to dump fill into a
deep hole which he had said
would
million-dollar treasure trove.

Mr. Duntfield, 39, who arrived
on the 132-acre Mahone Bay is-
land in August, said he was
filling in the 112-foot-deep hole
because sliding earth in recent
weeks had set back digging
more than 20 feet.

However, he hasn't given up
his treasure hunt. He said he
would try to excavate a system
of underground flooding tunnels
believed to have been =~ con-
structed by whoever built the
“money pit" discovered in 1795
by a pair of Chester, NS,
schoolboys.

The decision by Mr. Dunfield,

numerous treasure hunts here
in the past 170 years,
More " than a dozen times

locate the ‘“‘money pit” and
gave up digging to investigate
the tunnel system. All soon left
Ozk Island, defeated but still
convinced a vast fortune lies
hidden.

Mr. Dunfield used a large dig-

three months to reach a depth

of about 132 feet before the
cave-liis hegan.

SPENT £80,000

The hole was cleared out
three times before Mr. Dun-
field, who says he has spent
close to $90,000 here, decided to
change his factics. He had ex-
pected to locate the treasure |
between a depth of 155 and 190|
feet. ;

Past excavations were called
off because of either financial
ruin or flooding water.

Two underground tunnels, one
about 100 feet long and the other |
more than 500 feet long, have|

‘| been discovered leading to the |

Tr_easure Hunt Sta"ed _ |
$90,000 Loss Follows 7«
Pattern Over Years

lead him to a multi-|._

island’ shores. Entering the pit
at a depth of about 96 feet, the
tunnels brought sea water to
flood the pit.

The first tunnel was located in
1863 when an ox fell into a large
air shaft and the second re-

—————————
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vealed in November by the dig-
ging machine, .
Mr. Dunfield believed he had
solved the flooding problem but
water was still seeping into the

| pit in December. He hopes to
’ﬁnd a way of entering the
| money pit through one of the

tunnels,

B -

OAK ISLAND — Treasure
hunter Robert Dunfield said
Wednesday two machines now
are: working full time -
ping the flow of water into the
underground tunnel system on
this south shore island and said
he hopes to resume digging for
gold in the spring.

Mr. Dunfield, a Los Angeles
petroleum geologist, last week
| filled in a hole he had spent

: three months digging in an ef-|

fort to reach the treasure
legend says was buried here
more than 200 years ago.

[ The flow of water into the
| pit was just too much,” Mr,
Dunfield said in an interview.

But he hoped the operations

More than $1,000,000 has been
spent by thousands of investors
in the Oak Island hunt but no
solid evidence of treasure has
been found.

Mr, Dunfield, backed by sev-
eral Americans, has vowed to
| find it or “go broke.” He ex-
|| pected in August to solve the is-
land’s mystery within two
/| months. He has been here six

=Ll i

|| months, and says he may stay
|| until spring. ;

Machines Working Full
Time At Oak Island |

now under way would keep
the water from flooding the
tunnels and seeping into the
pit. =
He said the present work
probably would last several
months but hoped its results
would enable him to dig his
shaft once again, “this time
through solid ground,”

Mr. Dunfield said in Novem-
ber he thought he had solved

the flooding problem, but wae |

5

ter still seeped into the 130-
foot-deep hole in December.

He has said he hoped to
reach a depth of 155-.feet, but
would go as deep as 180 feet
before giving up.

} lLr (= fU ‘ﬁ(//“” {/é f e

/

Lif




	news1.pdf
	news10.pdf
	news11.pdf
	news12.pdf
	news13.pdf
	news14.pdf
	news15.pdf
	news16.pdf
	news17.pdf
	news18.pdf
	news2.pdf
	news3.pdf
	news4.pdf
	news5.pdf
	news6.pdf
	news7.pdf
	news8.pdf
	news9.pdf

