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ln the search for t reasure on Oak
like to know rvhether: visitors rarould

nen are at  work there.

t
t'
{

II
-  I  heardr or read at  some t fune or other,  that  there was re<! eL
ln No. 3 shaft and b.lgg eLay ln the so-ealLed money p1t r:d-y TEn
feet dlstant.  f l le s l i les of  the noney pl t  were sald- to be of  c lay
but the lnstde fllllng of the plt was of a "Si.Sry€,Hlt and soft

p. o. Nox 14, u8l?:" 
LiiV,

M, 11. ChappelJ-
$ydney, I l .  S.

Dear  S1r :
Rer Oak Is land

Tirenks for your Letter fn reply to mlne of fetober 5th, and
I wi l - ] "  ncno answer l t  ln a splr i t  of  eo-operat ion"

As )'or"r are s;ald to be the ovrner of a portion of cak rsland
it srreri ls to mo that your a'btentlon qust have been <lrawn to the fact
that Ant,hoi'ry #raves and famlly l ived on Oak Island. not so awfully
1onge f io r i fn i y i i ge1s$ny jus t1 f1ea t1on fo r . th1ss ta te ; .e i . ' .F
Antl.ronj/ , l lraves was ny qranclf ather, anrj he l-lvecl on lak Island
44 1,ss] .$ or rnore previ .ous to the j rear 14gg (when he died).
I {y  s to rs is  o t  v is lons ,  e tc .  a re  a l l  ln -aecordance ' , ; i th  ihe  s to r les
Ir ' . le heard thror:gh the years and I  bel ieve thent al l  to be true.

r  was  one o f  lhn ,persons  who has  had aceess  t r :  the  B,H.chappe l
d-book (  so-eal . led) on Oak Is land whlch wars ore sen.bed o? loane<lrecr:r 'd-book (  so-eal . led Oak Island whlch rrrats presen.bed or loaned

to a relative of nlne a number of years ago anrl no cloubt +.he book
is  s t i l l  l n  ex is tence.  I lowever ,  I  no ted  a t  ihc  t ime I  saw 1 t
thtt the name of Anthony Oraves was not mentloned in lt.

I rm very  mr :ch  ln te res ted
fsland thls fall, a nd I urould
tre allo.',red on the Island whil-e

Oak rs land ls ,p icked y l !h . !1 tp  a ld  some o f  them are  very  deep,
but there 1s one plaee that r  th lnk should be looked for
especi"a1ly,  and that ls on the sol th s ide of  the rs land. lhere
gsgd to.ber years ogor a bl::ch fee;-ff i 'rng on top of the bank
(above the shore) on the south s lde of  the Is land^ end Fn o' t r r(above the 'shore)  on south s lde of  t l "_Is landr_-a,nd an- o1d lady
toLd me that a vision was seen there as fol lowsr 

-?hree 
chests,

ole ol top of the dher wlth e_11ttle_Eq_g slttlng on the top of 
' 

.
thechests(ontheshore) .Tmrathata iar i t1 f1c1 i1o ' ithe  ches ts  (on  the  shore) . v{as sald that  an ar i t l f lc la l  water
course rcas around th,'re and that 1t mlght be the 2;idl}lEG-tunne1.

material conpared wlth the ctray. It lq.'ny ollhftl that t{o.3 hol"e
eonneets wlth the money Fltr ana that th{p 

-eouise-s5\prra 
te pursued

but r aLso belleve that the'money ptt ls'd'the alr-shhft. peihaps

*ffi"fu*ra 
seal,ed part ln the slde of the pt!*=!Sgo tl? a dry tunn

GS
!i ,r

A number of years aga f vlstted an-old ;:entlem# ln Ha1lfax
beeause I had heard that he was a rel-atlve-of Ant_hqny Graves, henea
real"tlve of utne. fre was then about 82 yedfrof age and I *anted
to hear what he had to say about cak Island. He told ne that he
went to Oak Island when TVtlltam Oraves ( son of Anttrony) was very sLwsrrt, bu 'Jar{ rsrs.nq vunen WlII l-am Graves (sOn Of Anthony) was ve1'y slwlth consumptl-on and not expected to reeover. Wfl l l ln (caff"A"qif
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/ vtas.about 20-years oLd. He toLd ne that ny unele w111 !o1d h1na-story to ttris effeet. ItI an a dylng rtran Lnd I would not telL a
11:_:Plt^_lt l_tB! I.  **: out-1n. rny_b5at-one evenlng, lobster+4v  *y " *u  4v r_  u r r c r v  r  w .1>  t Ju r /  r r r  gDr  gaaE  one  even l l l g .  I obs tg rspearlng on the $orth slde of the rsLand, when r si6 t}Lg_l*lg*oj--uma* s l t t tng  bes ido  f  tw in t rees l .o!tg!ua& sltt]"ng- besldo I twlntrees | . Ee had long whlTF--kil
whlskers.  I ie cal led to me saylng rreome here 

"na 

- i  

" r r r  
s lveI  wi l l  g lve you

111 lhe gold you ean earry. I My Unele 1l[11]- sald he was s0
fr lghterred he rowed for hbme as falt as he coul.d,rr  r_g'rrutr l is{ .r  r le rqrweqr ror nome as ras0 as he could, I {ow &t; let le
yrgu! lmagtne that.my.{ irandfather glgygg 3.ocked up t i i rs spbt--
but r never heard that he dld so, o-F-frE-ettrer tie g5t-i"v gbla outn f  i f

4  V a

water l. lowed Ln. I saw a pi.cture ln one of the nevrspapers
qul te a_v,r l r l le-ago of  .  $ml i l r rs-  cove, and th.cre ' -na-g a ycr i  i * rg*
roek wlth a r1f8 bol"t ln lt seelr tinLv at tow*t{d{,"- {d;;i[thlnk that roek-"was ever tririeE:ilEil t w-&g'\;ed as
moorlng for veggelg. {r:" 

**on.

!

sho::s*at*laki
k was slad ve compass

I t  1 t  be teres  t ing

il
r i,ras to1ti one Limo bhat a big plle of' rotks ln the yard of

the 0ravcs l iomestead was al.ways a myitery. Hy own m,rthei. told
me tiret sii.e salY nhat r e semblecl a gLle&Ii"tl-l*e_ag1S and of sappear in
stone wal" l  near the house. the aFoff i  the oak 

'

t ree whj-el i - :1rew by the so-cal l -ed money pl t .  she saL'J ihere werel
two crossed suorqis grorrun ir:to the treb .Lnrt trelow tl ie sworrls s;:ere
l-et ters or l lgures (or both) but no one pald much ai tent i r :n to
l t .  The old shipts bloek hrr ig on the tree, but people
|n  those. ' iays  wer . ,  i i o l ' r  o r ' .1es i  supers t l t io r i s ,  a r ic  n inocy  seerned
to  eare  to  exp lo re_ t l re . rnys ! i {y . -  

- I t  
was  

"n ly  a f te r  ny  nunt  Sopnfa(entnony @g:s c l r iest  bnr: .e)  lea, i  a pi i "  of"o;ren past the
ngney pl t  and thc5r 1;ot  n i r" ;d in l t  bhat af tcr  l ;hat  Lt  was al l
the ta l -k arouncl- t i r lo ' r  parts of  the r- :ountry;  and men r ianted to org
for trr:asuro anci they i5.d $o.

My Arrat Sophla-s3ld -tirat she belleved that lf any treasu.re
were buried on lak Island that 1t was carrled away bebause she
renemb*red a vesseL comlng lnto the Cove one evening anci Aliatpeared
or o ' :parted befor 'e mornlngl  sf ld ther:e were narks in the sand;;  

-

the shore l ike a barreL havrng t . ,e€R rol led out that  norni .ng.

I remember-talk of tquieksandsr ln the flester"n part of the
Island an'l I had. the elperlence of al.most belng eaugirt ln themo
r had heard one t lme that fhere was an rold roidr t ;  the -Testern
end of the Island but nobody seefns to knon where lt was oyohat
1t qas nsed fqr. It nay bb that sa.lt water goes ln the tunnel
on that end of the f sland and out the othe-r" enO ( Srrltht s Cove) .
Perlaps the tunnel 1s obstn:cted .somewher.e and that causes water
to fLow in the pits. rt was sald that there was a place on the
shore ( fn the Tlest  end opposl te Mart lnts potnt j -wfrer6 the saLt
water f lowed tn.  I  saw- a nLcture 1n one of  ther nevrsnaners

' i l

[N
q

{/

Anothor large roek was located on
dlrect ly opposl te l rog Is land, and this
di . reet ions on l t ,  but-was turned over.
to look for  i t?

l and ,

I  wonder  i f  the le  l sn t t  a  d ry  passage
tunnel) .  Perhpas the s1x foot f f i rbr . , "nce between the upper and
lgyg"-p1*Ii9lryl y"p a dry.undergror:?d passageway and not connectedJ-ower pt-ati-or.ms was a dry unCerqror;nd
' ru l th  the tur rnel  (where w-ater  f16wed).
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r  wonder yhy.form-er seareherg for treasure couldnrt stop
gp those { lve dralns they r lLseovered in Smlthrs CCIve. I f
they gopld be stoppedr_then by watehingr they woukl  know i f  i t
ras ei ther f resh or sal t  water ln the r : i - r ter i rnt  shafts-  r twas either fresh or satt  watei ln the ; rent shafts. I t

end of
thru 1

;I to say
1
l a

ld

was- said t!*y rtrrove splles and they struck water at 35 feet whlle
a. shaft olly 12 feet dlstant they i i ld not strlke water even
at 75 feet. Doegnlt thls prove that there ls a ivater tunneL?

When former searchers {9". the.supposed treasr:re dunped elay
in Srni thrs lcve they found that water-deereased tn the s i raf tso'
I f  they had persisted ln doing that,  perhaps that uouid have
s topped ihe  in le t  o f  wate , r  ln to  the- tunner - (because i t  m lgh t  he
sueh a ti i lng th.ai the tuunel, fLileci wlth water from the Sritth
Cove end of the -tsland) and then the vrater could l:e pr.rmped out
o f  t l te  s l :a f  i ; s "  I f  the  wabet ' rose  in  the  tunne l  sn  as- the  t lde
tqs r" is lng i r r id fe 11 as the t lde recedod (  by runnj .nr i  crr t  of  those
f lve dralns dlscovcler l  in smlthrs cove) l t -nnr.st  be,  ln my
oplnlonr.  that  the water tunnel ,  ls  s lanted as nrueh 6s necesasary
to l-et the wager out (not leveL as-36ffinaglne). It .ceerns
there is onily thg._gng_-w,q!_qr_tunnel- runnlng from e,tst to west
the whole lehg LTfff1f;6-T1;nfr*

some holes r,rere sald to have fresh water ln them, but who
knows where these shafts were sunk? BouLdntt lt l ts: inter,^stlng
to wateh (when the tj-de ls rtsing) to see shether it ls salt
water ln the shaf ' t  as the water r ises,

l t rhy not explore the farmerrs-ver-L (dr lnklng water wel l ) .
Former" treasuf er hunters dig-Jqgt ( tfrey sald) reraove all the
roeks ln $mithrs Cove to affi€ain wh"ether th.ere was an openlns
fron those f ive dralns or what was at  the end of  then ( t t rb
eoffer darn vuas washed. away) . Perhaps a1l- that tunnel. work by
the plrates was Just t 'o misLead seekerrs for  t reasure and that-
th.e real  t raasure is eovered up on the $hore belowl the drains.
Perlaps the tunnel work was for a hlcling plaee for thenselves
to l ive in at  some future t tne.

Wellr I have flnall"y come to i,he
hoplng that you can shouLder your way

ill
Ii ' ]

I  wou ld  apprec la te  l t  l f r (when you s
Englneer ln eharge on the Islt ind) you and
a real good tal,k on these rnatters whlch rn1
somethllg,and perhaps nothlng, l:ut I hope
school-glr1.

.Oreene ,  the
Grryalgt-'sou1g have
poss]-nJ-y nean

.9;t 
t sound{.lke a

Thariklng you
Ycurs very  t ru ly

( Mrs , ) Florence I '1. Elsenhauer .
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