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P.0. Nox 74, Mahone Bay, V.S,

Oct. 12/55
M. R. Chappell

Sydney, I.S.

Dear Sir:

Re: Oak Island

Thanks for your letter in reply to mine of Octobe.  th, and
I will now answer it in a spirit of co-operation,

As you are said to be the owner of a portior 0. Nak Island !
it seers to me that your attention must have bren Jrawn to the fact §
that Anthony Graves and family lived on Oak Is.="d not so awfully
long ago, if my age 1s sny justification fe: tbis statement,
Anttony Graves was my erandfather, and he . Zv:d on Nak Island
44 years or more previous to the year 1RL% (when he died),

My storeis or visions, etc. are all ir a.eurdance with the stories
I've heard throuch the years and I P.li~e them all to be true.

I was one of the persons who r.s had access to the R,R.Chappellf
record=book (so-called) on Oak I-1w.d which was presented or loaned §
to a relative of mine a numbe~ ~f years ago and no donbt the Look j
is still in existence, F~wover, I noted at the time I saw it
th&t the name of Anthony L-a. es was not mentioned in it.

I'm very much inte. s .d in the search for treasure on Oak
Island this fall, and . wculd like to know whether visitors would
be allowed on the Iscitr.d while men are at work there.

Oak Island "s nlcked with pits and some of them are very deep, §
but there is ono place that I think should be looked for '
especially, .ni1 ihat is on the South side of the Island, There
used to be, rears ago, a birch Tree growing on top of the bank
(above the ra.re) on the south side of the Island, and an old lady
told me onov a vision was seen there as follows: Three chests,
one on tiov of the cdher with a little dog sitting on the top of , §
the cles*s (on the shore). "It was sald that an aritificial water }
covr.. was around th re and that 1t might be the 2nd pirate tunnel. @

I heard, or read at some time or other, that there was red clay
1> No. 3 shaft and blue clay in the so-called money pit only ten
feet distant. The sides of the money pit were said to be of clay
but the inside filling of the pit was of a qif t and soft Y
material compared with the clay. It ismy d%?i?%‘xﬁhat No,3 hole §
connects with the money pit, and that this course shiuld be pursued g
but I also believe that the money pit is*the air-shaf§. Perhaps §
there is a sealed part in the side of the plt togo in¥o a dry tunnely
who knows? el &t L

A number of years ago I visited an 0ld :entlemdif in Halifax .
because I had heard that he was a relative .of Anthony Graves, hence|
realtive of mine., He was then about 82 yeats—of age and I wanted |
to hear what he had to say about OJak Island. He told me that he ¢
went to Nak Island when William Graves (son of Anthony) was very sigq
with consumption and not expected to recover. William (called Wil



was about 20 years old., He told me that my Uncle Will told him
a story to this effect. "I am a dying man and I would not tell a
lie about 1t, that I was out in my boat one evening, lobster
spearing on the North side of the Island, when I saw the figure
of a man sitting beside 'twintrees!. He had long white mak
whiskers. He called to me saying "come here snd I will give you
all the gold you can carry.! My Uncle Will said he was so
| | frightened he rowed for home as fast as he could. Now aryone

| might imagine that my Grandfather Graves looked up this spct //

but I never heard that he did s0, or whether he got any gu12 out
of its

. I was told one time that a big pile of rocks ir *he yard of
¢ the Graves homestead was always a mystery. My own mo ;her told f
me that she saw what resembled a slick little colg 2nu dilsappear in theé§
stone wall near the house. Che zlso told me abou. *he oak
; tree which srew by the so-called money pit. oie said there were
[l two crossed swords zrown into the tree and t2'ow the swords were
letters or rigures (or both) but no one pata much attention to :
1%, The old ship's block hung on the tree, out people F
in those “ays wers more or less superst.ti~us, and nobody seemed *
to care to explore the mystery. It wus only after my Aunt Sophia
(Anthony Grave's oldest childg lead a ,air of oxen past the
money pit and they gzot mired in it “h~’ after that it was all
the talk around those parts of th country, and men wanted to dig
for treasure and they did so,

were buried on %ak Island .a* it was carried away because she
/// remembered a vessel coming into the Cove one evening and disappeared
!'| /// or dcparted before morri.*y and there were marks in the sand on

/V the shore like a barr.l biving teen rolled out that morning.,.

// My Aunt Sophia said thst :ne believed that if any treasure

I remember ta’k ~f Vquicksands' in the Western part of the

/[ Island and I hal the experience of almost being caught in them,

/ I had heard or: v'me that there was an 'old road' in the "estern
end of the Is.rzn® but nobody seems to know where it was or what _
it was used 1., It may be that salt water goes in the tunnel ]
on that end o' the Island and out the other end (Smith's Cove). U
Perhaps 1he tunnel is obstructed somewhere and that causes water :
to flow I+ the pits. It was saild that there was a place on the
shore (.11 the West end opposite Martin's Point) where the salt
wate. “lowed in. I saw a picture in one of the newspapers
qul.: a while ago of Smith's Cove, and there wag a very large
svek with a ring bolt in it seen only at low @.> I don't
tvink that rock was ever turned over. No of it was wsed as a
mooring for vessels, LR

Another large rock was located on thd s '
directly opposite Frog Island, and this rokk was siad tQ 4
directions on it, but was turned over. “oRldn't it be
to look for it?

I wonder if there isn't a dry passage way (so-called Pirates
tunnel). Perhpas the six foot difference between the upper and

lower Elatforms was a dry underground passageway and not connected
with the tunnel (where water flowed). ;
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I wonder why former searchers for treasure couldn't stop
up those five dralns they discovered in Smith's Cove, If
they could be stopped, then by watching, they would know if it
was either fresh or salt water in the different shafts, It
was said they drove spiles and they struck water at 35 feet while
a shaft only 12 feet distant they did not strike water even
at 75 feet. Doesn't this prove that there is a water tum. e!?

When former searchers for the supposed treasure dump=d clay
in Smith's Cove they found that water decreased in the sha.ts,
If they had persisted in doing that, perhaps that wor1ld have
stopped the inlet of water into the tunnel (becausr i. .iight be
such a thing that the tunnel filled with water fro. tie Smith
Cove end of the Island) and then the water coul? he pumped out
of the shafts, If the water rose in the tunirt am as the tide
was rislag and fell as the tide receded (by 1 mning out of those
five dralins discovered in Smith's Cove) it m.s. be, in my
opinion, that the water tunnel is slante? a~ much as necesasary
to let the wager out (not level as some ‘.. gine). It seems
there 1s ondy the one water tunnel .. 1.g from east to west
the whole length of the island.

Some holes were said to have frosh water in them, but who
knows where these shafts were -~u.k: Wouldn't it be inter-~sting
to watch (when the tide 1s ri:in~) to see whether it is salt
water in the shaft as the w.“e> rises,

Why not explore the r.oruer's well (drinking water well).
Former treasurer hunte.s 1’d not (they said) remove all the
rocks in Smith's Cove to ascertain whether there was an opening
from those five dra’us ur what was at the end of them (the
coffer dam was w.seu away). Perhaps all that tunnel work by
the pirates was iusv to mislead seekers for treasure and that
the real tresasir: is covered up on the shore belowf the drains.

Perhaps the “u-i-l work was for a hiding place for themselves
to live in a‘“ rome future time.

Wel., I have finally come to the end of

.to say
hoping 1 't you can shoulder your way thru i

* would appreciate it if,(when you seegffr. Greene, the
Ei civeer in charge on the Island) you and M§. Gregne® would have
a ‘eal good talk on these matters which migRt possibly mean

something and perhaps nothing, btut I hope don't sound~*like a
schoolgirl, 4 ¢

Tharking you
Yours very truly

(Mrs.) Florence W, Eisenhauer.




