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Old Pirote Mops Reveol

u Stronge Resemblonce

to  the  H id ing  P loce  o f

froptoin Kidd's Treosure

ht rY

EDWIN TEATE

eonduit. Plumbing with eore drills
the depths of this drowned strong-
hold, they brought to the surface a
lragmetrt identifled at the Smithson-
ian Institution as parchment, and
raaterial analyzed in England as
rnan-made cement.

Who were the artisans that tun-
rrcled far beneath the surface of the
illand ? What mysterious treasure
lies in the subterranean, sea-guarded
vault? A host of searchers, includ-
ing among others Franklin D. Roose-
velt, have journeyed north in hope
c,f erasing those question marks. As
rvas related in the two previous in-
stallments of this series, drills and
dynamite, pumps and deep-sea div-
ers, failed to solve the enigma of
what lies beneath the curious, elm-
like oaks that set this island apart
from the more than 350 otlrer dots
of larrjl in Mahone Bay.

Aad now we come to the remark-
able story of Gilbert D. Hedden and
his 15.000-mile search for clews.

In the spring of 1928, Hedden
picked up the magazine section of
tbe Sunday "New York Times" and
read an article on Oak Islaud. At
the time, he was head of a steel-
fabricating company in New York
City and the engineering problems
presented by tbe money pit fasci-
tra,ted him.

He began eoll6cting articles and
tooks on the island mystery. He
traveled half a dozen times to Nova
Sjcotia. He had aerial photographs
snapped from the sky over Oak Is-
Iand. He journeyed to England and
the Continent, interviewing persons
vrbo might provide aew clews to the
old mystery, He hired a lawyer to
check up on the family history of
a,ll persons connected with the vari-
oug treasure compnnies, The report

JVNE, 7g3g

t* lr
s ig l

f  ; . . ,
F i,i..
e i.iir
fs + i.r
#-t . ",
$ i ' *
; i  ! ! j

5 d'r. :
: ! l : : i ,

J .1:r : i r ,
i r ' 5
{ i " . l
+" t i.,'i
. r r  i i !  - ' . '

r l :  t l€1.1' i:, 'itr{
l  . . f r

. . ' -  ! :

' :i:li

i'.;' i. i- : ; .*-{
r r ' r f i :

+ - : ! i r :
" h \ ; H
- ' - , ' !
.n:.*'i
r -  - . ' : l:-"fr
. :_r+._l
'  ' s i

, i ;S
. ! ,.'"iE
i -t':H
i :'fr

:t $i€
4 rlffi
s!#
FSffi
I  : ; ' F
.  : , , { l l

i1.:=":*.

*,i

www.o
ak

isl
an

dt
re

as
ur

e.
co

.u
k



l ::t, r\-;
: i $

b*

'Following 
direclions on o pirote

chor l ,  seorchers found on o.row-
heod formed of glociol bowlders,
point ing di recf ly  north io the
known site of ihe lreosure pil

Holes lrilled 
.in stones, like the one. obove, fil lhe descriptions

ot  tonctmcrks in on old mop supposed lo show Kidd,s h idden loot

ba
if*.

ing discovery
moDths.

Drowings by
B. G.

SEIEI.STAD

recent

In a book written bv a
European author, who iad
access to maps known to
have been passed-qo_wn by
the notorious piiate,l' Capi.
William l(idd, Hedden-came
upon a composite chart sup_
posedly representing: the
"tropical" islaud where
Kidd buried the bulk of his
long - sought - for treasure.
fmmediately, Hedden was
struck by the similarity be-
tween the Ifidd island and
Oak fsland.

Both were approximately

showed that all were honest, trustworthy, and elevation" *"'l"J:ffr#il3;rr"J3tt?fi
highly respected citizens. the south side of oak rsrand a row, swampyconvinced that the story of the island was tract appeared where the r{idd map indi_no hoax, Heddea and a few of his close .cated a';lagoo1." The spot on the Kidd is-friends formed a syndicate. They bought the land where a, 1"g""d indicated the ,,boate,,
southern end of the island, wheri the money had .land_ed, "o""Erpooauo 

to the only placepit and the mysterious cove beach are lo-- on oak rsrana wnire a sloop could anchorcated' A contract was signed with sprague close inshore. rn aii-rreaoen found fourteen& Henwood, prominent Pernsylvania nrm-or poilts of simllaritl' chance might aecountmining and-drilring engineers, to supply the ior ra few, but so'6any points of rikenesslatest_ machinery and equipment. El6ciricity, convinced him that he had struck a freshreaching the island from the mainland trail which *iebt l".d il; ;; il;";.r.;;through submarine cabres, will spin high, solution of tbe island riddre.speed pumps when the operations of tle su-m- rre -tegaa_che"r.iog u"a over the tangledmer begitr' Before we take up plans for tbe reeords ot rioa's act-ivities. when the piratecoming season in detail, howiver, Iet us di- retumed from the West Indies, before hisgress for a moment rnd eonsider an amaz- arrest, he was knowrr to have been in the re-
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Stoo of New England for some time. Hedden

_. helieves it is entirely possible tlat he sailed
r..uorth to the maze of islands in Mahone Bay'

long a haunt of pirate craft, and there se-
creted most of his loot. The history and
lbgends of the Nova Scotia coast strengthen
his belief.
. About 1763, for instance, according to tbe
famous "History of the County of Lunen-
burg" by Judge lvlatber des Brisay, a man
rlied in what was then called "the British
Colony of, New Fngland." On his deathbed,
he confessed that he had sailed with I{idd
and had helped that notorious pirate bury
great treasure on a little island somewhere
l'east of Boston." It is interesting to note
tbat the coasts to the northeast of Boston
ire generally called "down east" by New
Sngla.nders.

Again, there is a record of a mysterious
irtranger who appeared in one of the coast

- towns not far from Mahone Bay in the early
,. years of the nineteeuth century. He pur-
: ihased a small sailing eraft and hired a na-

tive of the ton'n to sail it according to his
. directions. Day after day, he would head out

to sea. reach a certain point and then sail in
. along the same compass beariag. Wben Hed-

den laid out a straig:ht line on the map, from
the spot where tbese trips commenced to
Oak Island, he found the line missed all of
the other hundreds of isla-ads in the bay.

; Only from this one direction, could a sbip
' come straight in from the sea to the mys-

tery island.
In'the Bodleian Library, at Oxford Uni-

; versitn England, letters written by Ifidd
himself are still ill existence. One of these
promised the government ofrcial to whom it
was addressed to reveal the hiding place of

i the oirate's treasure if his death setrtenee

would be commuted to life imprisonment-
Nothing was done about the plea, and whea
Kidd was hanged ia London on May 23, 1701'
he left behind him a treasure mystery un-
solved to this day.

The possibility that this mystery and the
riddle of Oak Island are one and the same'
is spurring on the efforts of Hddden and his
associ&tes.

Last summer; with the assistance of a sur'
veyor from Halifax, N. S., Hedden discovered
an astonishing additional link between the
Kidd map and Oak Island. At the bottom of
the publisbed chart, there appeared the le-
gend: "18 W and/by 7 E on Rock, 30 SW, 14
N Tree." What that meant nobody knew.
Thea, one day last August, Hedden noticed a
curious hole in a gray granite boqrlder. The
hole was perfectly round, two inches deep
and an inch and a quarter in diameter. Fred-
erick L. Blair, who has been assoeiated long-
est with the island, recalled he had seen a
similar hole in another rock somewhere near
the center of the island. dfter considerable
huntiug, it was located. The hole was ex-
actly the same depth and diameter. 

.Who

clrilled it, wben and why, ale still mysteries-
But when Hedden ran a line between the

two rocks, he found its direction was due
east and west and that tbe sink hole into
which tle oxen fell, as was related in the
first article of this series, lay directly on the
line, More than that, it was almost exactly
seven rods from one stone to the hole aad
eighteen from the other. Hedden recalled the

"18 W by ? E on Roek" legend on-the chart.
He bired a surveyor from Halifax to lay off
the lines accurately. Then, from t}e siak
hole, he bad the surveyor rua a line tbirty
rods souttrwest, as indicated orr the charL
.Ilefore this could (Contt'nueil' on f,a'ge 926)
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS
ADD TO MYSTERY

How londmorls on Ool
lslond ogree wiih lhose
on ihe pirofe mop. From
o fired point on o line
b.etween the two drilled
slones, searcheri were
lgd to discover o tri-
ongle of sfones, which
in turn pointed lo lhe
money pit Beorings ond
distoncas molched lhe
cryplic direclions on
the old ireosure cho*

a
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New Clews Aid Seorch {or
t  r  I  I t  |  ,(JoK lslond s uold

(Continued \ronx page 226)

moved two feet higher and the process re-
peated. At their outer extremity, the holes
will be no farther than two feet apart. Thus,
no object such as a treasure chest, larger
than two by two feet, can escape beiag en-
countered by the drills.

If the cores brought into the shaft by the
hollow steel tubes show an5rthing suspicious,
a horizontal tunnel will be run out and the
area explored thoroughly. Powerful gas-
driven compressors will operate at the top of
the shaft to supply, power for the drills.

Also close to the mouth of the pit will be
the sixty-horsepower, 550-volt electric motor
which will spin the twelve-inch, deep-well
turbins pump tlat will drain away as much
as 1,000 gallons of water a minute from ttre
flooded shaft. Instead of working directly in
the money pit, it will suck the water from a
second sbaft nearby, 165 feet deep- As the
water goes down in this pit, it also drops in
the money pit, By keeping the pump run-
ning, the level can be kept below the bottom
of the shaft in which the drillers are at work.
What the horse-driven pumps of the 1897
company failed to do, the modern, scientiflc
machines of 1939 will accomplish.

An area approximately sixty feet long and
fifty feet wide will be explored thoroughly by
the drills, beginning at the 125-foot level
and working upward. Several summers may
be required to eomplete the task. But the
fresh clews which have come to light in re-
cent months have given new impetus to the
search. A news flash this summer telling of
success in findiag the treasure and in solv-
ing the bafring mystery of Oak Island would
be oae of tbe most interesting reports pos-
sible. The near future may see an answer to
this riddle which has defied solution for near-
ly a century and a half.

POPUAR SCIFNCF
Queslion Bee

How did you make out in the Question Bee
on page 134 ? ID the list below, letters indi-
cate the rig'ht answers to the numbered ques-
tions. Give yourself five points for every
correct answer. A score of ?5 to 85 points is
gcsd; 90 or better is excellent.

13. c 17. c
14. d 18. b
15. b 19. d
16. c 20. b

j

i
l

A
I
il

1 . b  5 . d
2 . d  6 . b
3 . a  7 . c
4 . b  8 . b

9 . b
10. c
11. b
L2. c
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