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mqE chill,Nova SSo- a
I tlan wlnd, wnrpplng

I aeross the sullen graY
waters of Mahone Bay,
was serving peremptory
not ice that  operat ions
would soon have to stop

-inra-lffiJ'.lih:
a, group of engineers stared
down into its murky depths
and gloomily reflected on
the slow progress they had
made in solving this mys-
tery of Oak Island.

J For five long summers

/ "//; r 4?ili,,'Hoffig"l".Ti
" + n u 1 mudthatlayatthebottom

//a*,/4/ :l"I*#Tf. ",'f; ff:i
e"^k"'{r-ffi;*:$ i:t_%;

1 tl66l"a ye[, day after
day, their comPressed-air
drills were biting into the

, ground with the same lack
of success that had at-

.  1 . . : , : : . : : .  ' . .  i i a l ' i t  i l : . , " r ]  , : i : , ,

I<ldd" treasurQ map resembles Oak lsld+di a4s1

teen poants of sirraltarity, but half f l ;! te"l{. q-o,1.,
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comnlete l .v  broke,  as a l l
-+J--:----

ttre other searchers had
done.

Suddenly a shout from
one of the drillers at the
bottom of the shaft gal-
vanized the numbed vatch-
eris'into 'ao6isn; 'Anrl, as
thoy  h r r s l i l y  r i Jamhered
d o w n  t l r c  1 2 l t  l r r u  o f
tiooderil '  la,dd.brs, I o ther
Shou ts  f r om be lon '  i n -
fors}.ed them of an exciting
situation. For the first
t lme rn nearly nrtJ' Yenrs,
one of the dril ls had begun
to srind 'dcairr'st a solid
surlaee I
Tn-ithubottosr,'.thehead
engineer examined tl're encl
oFT[e bit with,gager care.
His hands shobk with ex-
citement as he noted the
tiny particles mixed in
with the mud and slime.
O-4B:! At last it began to
I-ook as if they had turned
up a real clue to the present
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tended six generations of treasure seekers trefore them.
V ft was a maddening situation. The treasure was there;

there could bo little argument about that. Rut exactly
whoro it was, and how it eould be reached, were tho
rlrrestions. Perhaps, they mused gloomily, it would be
wise to throw up the sponge now, before they went

position of the shifting cache. "Leave everything just

where it is," he declared. "'We're through for the season.
There isn't time to excavate ihat area this year, and we
ean't take a chance on disturbing it. Put the drill baek'
and next summer we'll sink a new shaft from the surface

{i:"q"ltv_P*tt'11-p"i"t. I !ry
that now we're in a position tb lick this
mystery." --AvfuaP 1438

TJrat was last autumn. The drill, firmly
embedded in what mav be the oak easinE
of a part of the elusiv" i..ur.rru, kfffi-"gs
securely anchored through the long winter
months.

By the time this article appears, work
on the nerr shaft will have been nearly
completed. It will soon be known if the
hunoh was a sound one. - .. .

, 8n Unknoutn Genius of Deceptlon

il
F

.pUT, 
whether or not the treasure is ever

I-l found, the story of The Money Pit re-
mains tho prize treasure mystery of all time.
What the eaohe consists of, and who placed
it thore, are still wide-open questions. One
thing, hciwever, is certain: '-fhe man who
buried it r4as an engjneerinEEenius" 
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harnessed the forces of Nature with such
farseeing cleverness that searchers have
been balked at every turn. Their digging
has been interrupted at regular intervals by
platforms of hardwood, layers of charcoal,
coconut fiber and ship's putty. When they
havo tried to sink other shafts near The
Money Pit, these have filled up with sea
water faster than they could bo bailed out.
A seeret catch basin, free from the pound-
ing, devastating action of the tides, has
kept a supply of water on hand at all times
to proteet the treasure.
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I There's something weird and awe-inspiring about

Oak Island. Yet tho appearance of the place com-
pletely belies all this. From the mainland it looks
just about the samo {rrJ a,rry clf the three hundred and
sixty-five other islands in Mahone Bay; calm, pea,ce-
ful, and much too Arcadian ever to be the scene of a
mystery. At the north end there is a small white-
washed farmhouse; back of this, a potato field still
under cultivation. Sometimes you'll see a man rvith
a hoe and a woman in a sunbonnet, working there; 1
sometimes you won't. It is only on the ocean side
that things assnme a different a,spect. And here, on a
tiny peninsula wlrich jrrts out, irrto the soil l iko a,
curved arm, tho elver-hopeful seat hers c&my on their
la.l rors.

At {irst glanee, oveur this pln<lo loolcs rrnirnpr:ossivo.
Several abandoned shafts, filled with brackish water
and rotted timbers, yawn haphazardly. The refuse of
long years lies everywhere-forgotten dump carts,
broken sections of pipe, the rusted remains of boilers.
On bhe surfaee there is no hinb of romance, yet the
coro of the mystery is in the exaet center of this scene
of desolation. About 400 feet, from the sandy beach
on the west and 365 feet from a little inlet called
Smith's Cove on the east lies the opening of the

,original shaft, The X{oney I'it.
i The story dates back to a day in 1795, when three

young Nova Scotians, named Smith, Vaughan and
MacGinnies, first beached their canoe on Oak
Island. Trained woodsmen, they had been attracted
to the plaee by many things whieh puzzled them: red
clover and other plants foreign to the soil of the dis-
trict, growing in profusion; and above all else, the
fact that this island alone, of all those in Mahone
Ray, was covered with high, umbrella-shaped oak
trees closoly resembling the livo oaks of Southorn
Anrerir.:r.

The Mystery of the Oak Tree

d D)OAMING the island they came, at length, to a
I U clearing where a massive oak tree, standing alone,
drew their eyes like a bonfire. What, a story it told !
A horizontal limb, sixteen feet from theground, had

"" bei'r^ cut off four feel from the trunk. The upper sur'-
face of its bark showed deep scorings such as would
be made by a hoisting rope. Directly beneath this
was a circular depression in the ground which looked
as if, in the past, someone had dug there.

j Was it a grave-or something elso? The young
' 

men wele highly curious, but, having no tools, could
-.. not determine. Next morning, however, they re_

turned with picks and shovels and" started to die. et_
most from the first, there was eviclence to spurihem
on. - Clearly, they were working in a weil_defined
shaft, for the marks of pickaxes could be seen i4 the
flintlike blue clay of its sides. At ten feet, they had
positive proof. Their picks bit into a solid platform of
six-inch oak logs, embeddcd iirmly in the sides of the
shaf1,.

d lhgy rnet l,hoir. first rlisappoinNmont thon, for un_
der thrs was nothing but dirt. They encountered a
second platform ten feet farther down, and, under
that, more dirt. They camped on the island and went,
ondigging until late fall. By now they hacl come to
a third barrier at the thirty-foot level; und.er which,
to their bitter chagrin, their picks still found nothing
more solid or prccious than earth.

\"1 Unable to ra,iso caJril,al for t lro equipnulnL noodccl
to continue, tho trio. wtrro foriod to giva u1r. Working
at odd intervals durirrg the next few years, the-r. man_
aged to get down about another teu feet. Therismith
and MacGinnies married and built small houses near
the s i le  of  thei r  d igging.

and left her in th6 home of a, young doctor named '7'.-'

John Lynds. \Yhen the time came to pay the bill,
I)octor Lynds refused Smith's money.

"'We've had a double birth here," he said. "The a
child, and a, company to flnance the finding of that I E.t.
gold buried on your island. Let's consider that I've
made a down payment for my share of the stock."

Excavating was again begun in the summer of
1803. Doctor Lynds, true to his promise, had gone
around among his friends and collected quite a tidS'
sllm. In one month the shaft was pushed dor-n
through five more obstmctions, on"u..ing; at regular
intorva,ls of tcn foot. The cighty-fool, lr:vel brought
thom to a, lhick l:r,yor of charcoal, pla,rrxl over il l;r.yer
<rf cocr<rrrrrt filror. 'l'he.y founrl i1; ha,rd to atnottnl f or
tho rrge of t lt is lropical lrrorlurrl, irr a bleak qorner rtf
the North Atlantic, but an equal surprise awaited
them at ninety feet-a thick layer of ship's putty.

Below the putty, on another platform nt ninety-
fivo feet, they found a flat, basaltlike stoue, about
three feet long tnd sixteen inches rvide. cor.cletl s.ith

'curious hieroglyphics. This talilet, aft.er much f ruit-
less scrutiny, was taken by Smith and cemetited into

, the center of his flreplace. \Iany years later it rvas
removed to llalifax, whelg tocal qcientists str_o1e un1_
successfully to lead the

'' ),1,:. -.' 't.r,.
".{,, 

-,4

When Smith's first baby was due to be born. his
wife refused to have the child on the.islantl. l 'he
prospective fat,her rowed her over to the niainland
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(Cont tnued,  f rom Pagc 7)

insrrriptiorr. lt lrassod l,hrough nulrror-
ous hands after that, and was last, seen
in 1928. It has disappeared since, and
the secret of its message will probably
never bo solved.

This was the fi.rst, of the three inci-
dental rnysteries which have developed
ott of the mir,in problem.

lrnrnediatdy under the ninety-fivo-
foot platforrn, the earth was so soft
and moist, that the diggers began to
take out one tulr of water to every two
of dirt. But, at the ninety-eight-foot
level, they again ran into a hard ob-
struction. Somehow, there was a sug-
gestion of finality about, this and, sure
that the next' day would bring them to
the end, and the reward, of their labors,
the eager excavators retired, for the
nisht.

"v" In the morning they found the pit
lilleti u'ith sixty-live feet of wirter.

r' It'r'orn tha,t tirno until just rcccntly,
tho srr,gu, of '.1'lro Mono.y [)jt, hils boolr
ono long anrl unsucrcessf ul strugglo
against the water. All attempts at bail-
ing failed to lower its level by a singlo
inch, and so the work had to be aban-
doned for the season. The following
summer the company sank a new shaft
alongside'lhe Money Pit. At a depth
of 1l0 feet, they ran a horizontal tun-
nel under the spot where they supposed
the treasure to lie. Ilut the water broko
through from above with such a rush
that  thc workers had a narrow escane
from drorvning. !\ ' i thin a few hours tlre
new shaft had filled to the same level
as the original pit. "as lne orlgrnar plt.

* . l'he funds of the company being com-
" pletely exhausted by this time, they

*..^;*a*doned their tools in despair and
/' gave up the venturo as a lost cause.

pr Nearly filty years passed. Both-Smith 
arrd Ma,cCinnics wero dead.

Vaughan was old and urrsteady on his
legs, but as kcen on 1,ho subjcct a,ri over.
When a new syndicato was forrned, in
1849, to tako up tho sea.rch again, ho
went over to the islarrd and poirrted with
shaking hands to the spot where the
original shaft had been sunk. It had
completely filled up in the meantime.

- The.new searchers decided upon a
'different technique. A pod auger,

grandfather of the present-day oil
driller, was mounted on a platform over
The Money Pit, and boring started. At
108 feet, ha,rd substance was encoun-
tered. Jamcs Pitbaldo. the foreman.
was warned Lo leave the brt untouched
after each withdrawal until one of tho
officers of the ccimpany could inspect
it. The drill cut its way through the ob-
struction, and then dropped twelve
inches until it struck what seemed to be
wood. Beneath this, the bit started to
wobble n,s l,hough eaught in a ma,ss of
Iooso lrittcos ol' mgtu,l,

\va,s clirrging to tho llit when it rezr,ched
the surface; something which the fore-
man quickly pocketed. John Gammel
a shareholder, who had remained wi
him, protested at this.

" Everyone should see it at the same
tjme," declared P$,!do, refusing to
l ) rool lee Lne l lnd.  /',* l)uring tho high excitement on thie
island, the foreman disappeared. IIe
wils not heard of again until winter,
when, in company with a wealthy mine
owner from Cape Breton, he tried to
get control of the title to Oak Island.
By the irony of fate, Pitbaldo v-as
killed in a mining accident before spring
came again: and so the second inci-
dental mystery must remain unsolved.
No one will ever know what it was that
James Pitbaldo took from the end of
that drill.

Faclng a Ttdal Barrier

t In tho mc&ntimo, work at'I'hel Money
Pit liad been resumed without benefit
of Pitbaldo. As a result of continued
casts, it was decided that there were
two chests, one on top of the other, and
that, over to one side of these, there was
also an oaken cask. It was too late to
get the deposits out that season, but the
next spring a second shaft was sunk,
parallel to the first one. llnfortunately,
the searchers repeated the earlier mis-
take of cutting under The Money Pit
horizontally. 'Ihe result was the samo
as before: The bottom of the nit
erashed through again, filling the sec-
ond shaft with mud and water. fn a
few hours both sha,fts,had filled eight$:
feet. This accident had one serious re-
sult. The chests shifted position, and it
was nearly lifty years before they were
lqtated again.
V No matter how much they pumped,
the treasure soekers could never got tho
w:r,ter bclow that r:ighty-foot mark,
but, in the course of their frantic ef-
forts, they made one important dis-
covery. The level rose and fell one inch
for each foot of tidal movement. Now,
for the first time, they realized that the
water might be ooming from the sea.

reserve and let the floodeates loose on
any who dared to probe the seeret
cae!e ?
1pA feeling of dread took possession of
the drillers. What kind of men had
chosen this isolated spot to bury their
treasure, and then hedged it about with
such uncanny skill?
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Yet it was elear that the
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,l' - .", ',lF' =' 3., bqliiTothtt ffitre bdiialtrlre glab?: l,
rill was raised every few rnin- / This thought set them working on a

. John Lynds, as old and new tack. Smith's Cove was frst ex-
r as Vaughan, stood besido plored, because it had been observed
on tho platform. lle por- that water always tan out of the sand
raped tho mud and clay from t'here at low tide. A full day's shoveling
:h time and sent it over to the on the beach brought to light a thick

r{o. Otrtl hrttrp oli rrlrr,y hir,tl cttllios, t,ho lfi'11) syrrdicilt,o 1rt'ttccotlotl
thrr.o hr:avvlolrl lirrlis- obvi- tn sink a,ll its funds into the constmc-

;d6;ircibnt chairr. tion of a cofferdam to hold back the

r,rmhouse 1o be dd-ed in a f rying )ayer of coeonut fiber.
oro thc l ir:o. Soori-un r'f iTh-nt 

"/ 
(:onfidcnt that now they were gcl-

'ns lrrrrrrd l lrrxrr l,ho tl irerctiotr of l, ing closo 1,o tlto soltrl ion of t,troir rl i l l i-

/ r tq.l
hot
mol

rn4l

, .rrF_

was declaTecl over for the day tide while the beach could be explored.
of rum broken out. Pitbaldo, The sand was removed, and then tons
remained behind f67-6-ne and tons of coconut fiber. The whole

;. This time, something else beach, at some time before, had beorl
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(conti,,ed from Page r!2) years ago rvhen we found it, and I can considers the se#et fu be extremeh.than double the size of The Money Pit, remem6e. how we wonJeretl about it.ii i-"rrrrrl".',
and adjacent to it' The secortd marker was located ;;iluiwrrat about the legend with its'l'rlrvarcl the end of tho summer of fin,,lly*a gta,nite trouirte. ,bout the iurtrlocilunt; for layirrg 'ut the. tri-lOilz tho rrew sh.ft had ro*ehed tho srt'rno'sizel rr,s l,ho fi-r'st on., surk ck,.ply ;;;;i;i-l{o, 4' y'u ex;rlai' LiIn1,'!',ffFPth of l2,5foel,, withseverl,l intorest- inlo tho.grouncl.- On iir uppur sur.fil.. lled4e' aske4.ilrgresults"I 'hefirstintaketunnelwas was u ciicular rlr i l !4g of'exactly tho rin" uuu,oi was frankly &t sea, orrcut-through at a depth of 104 feet and same diffii,I-TTn" .uo t,"i*u.n tiri.'plii't. lle hacl been dumfoundeclits Ilow diverted to an old' abandoned the two stones tallied within five feet oi ;t;"' th" Ameriean had told him ofshaf t where electrically powered, deep- the figures on the Kidd map. The real fi;ai;g A" markers and the arrowheaclmine pumps easily took care of the wa- base of the course had now been found. on (frt lstana. clearly enough, t;eter' And the third and greatest inci- A surveyor was then 

"trgog.d 
to"o.ry- i.g."i*rrua ireen aa1ong his oriei'aldenta lmysteryofTheMoneyPi tcarhepletethemeaSutements i i i tsc ien; 'n"

to iight' accur:&cv. n'rom the indicated point on iiffioti."n on the Iiidcl map; Ll'r;iT l r .a tsummer,Hedden, i tseems,hadtheestab] ished.base, thesurve1iorrana: f f i r rhet 'e '
run across a booE-ilEfiTed to Captain second tine *ouin#*t-irr^u..o"dun"" rr"-*r. *iling to co'cede that the.,.Ki&l and his alleged treasure-hiding with the instructions on the map. This reterreJ to the"cache,frr,Ji.,"iyiiii'.
Pror:livities. It contained a rather line ended in a ta,ngle of y.eg14g!ry_ rhe ar"urocy with 

",r,i"r, 
ttiuv rittn,lcrudednr,wingof anisland,supposgdly thesouthshore.--' '=o 

--:- 
the layout there coulcl not be a r:r,r_located in the china sea, wheie Kidd 

-Whe;:-if,;-;rderbrush 
had" been tr.idd;.

had buried his loot. cleared awa,y, it rvas discovered that
Heddon had paid little attention to glacialbouldersof corrsiderablesizehatl When Memory Failedthis un_til one day e!--e$ggiq!g had been sunk irrto the ground in the form

said:"Youknow,ihis-islanmapbin of, an arrow. Th; transecting line, Hedden then visited the owner ofKidd's is just about the same shape as which served as the shaft of the-arrou-, tn"-iiiaa map and, after telling hisours." . was fourteen feet long, and straight as struoge ;ory, was permitted. to see theThey looked it over together, while I f a.die. rtere, .tore ty-ln. trest ta"naing ;;d;li. !.ound in the back of arr otrtthe other man traced the out'line with a I I nla"e on the isla,nd, lhe work of recov- aeil ttro*r, to have belongecl to Cap-
Pencil, showing how close the resem- ' ering the sunkon treasure woulrl have tuin Xl,ta, it* ,r"tf.""ii"ijfii**"a in-lrla'nco-rvas in all irnportant-respocts started .wherr the origina,l possessors, 6isputa6le. lle vras not allorved r,o s'es']rcn thnprintedrnapwaslookedatin tlNrir heirs nr rissigns,-had riturnerl to iri* f#iiia" an.t l;dil;J;-L' tie rr<rt-r€verse. Ohecking it against a chart of retrieve it. tom, however. g"t'th* i*"", fuittr_oak lsland, they found thal tho two With hands that were none too fully assured him that these were notcoincided in one detail after angtbe! steady,.the surveyor set-up his trausit *itti"-h". tholsand miles of Oaliff-----f-_-------Sunken rocks were located around Oak and sighted a,long the line of the an'olv Islu,nd. 

-

Is landata l lpo intswherereefswerein-  shaf t .  j i .a i tn"  r* l1er  re l ' r . tar r t ly  reacSet ldicatedonthelfiddmap. r{i levations "Due north," he aunounced pres- trrec-o"ol ,*ionthatt},; i iaj*rpruu.
werefoundtobeidentioal. Smallpordg e,-ntly. "!!gg4g1!, that is, and,rot by ;;i ;;;;*."g of his is1:1n6. The out_marked on the map stili existed, or had the magnilrc eornp^ass. It poirits- rin" *6 *i-irii. i" 

" 
g*..u] *#. rr", itlefttracesof havingbeerrthereinearlier weli, cnme and seelor yourselves." iu"L"j ' .r.rt of ttre ioints;f s;; j laritvtimes. Areas of deep and shoal water They looked. The line pointert di- f;;;J i" tf," p"frfifi"i" ;;. 

"iih;;;wero found exa,ctly where they had rectly,at The Money lrit. coulcl be only'one 
"t""iur[r, 

,f.n.,

t

*  - " i

; { :

r,""" ",",t"a..' l; ;h, *trtee,,,ooi,,ts n? - -tJdgl #t"#iJ"i"t; ,r gggslg\ ;:,til":?" ?y*#i#tXl[lX? ,"'"* Icloso rcsemblaryc-$€.f,Qfottnd- '- '--, Blri1--!l1is.r5ltJes-i-L'lhesaid. "I(!dd *"-ory, I iad suieonr"io".rr--;.."o,l j 1

=*"*" or rreasure #iil,*1",f:",'JttJ,XiJl"J;u:; ll: [:?Tt"',""f,f"xiil:l;]'ilo'srffi{,snposts o' t 
b"t;il:iif': 19 "":i": ?:fL:l,:\ 

*",il'*Xl1i:"'l,h?iXh" 
matrer corirdAn even more important revelation llis-trip to Europe left him more p"r) be obtained. " 

Hedden 
- 

,.i"r""d towas to followfrorn the checkup, how- plexedthanever. Ilefound_theaut-hf Amcrica, convinced that it was all aever. A legend, inked on.the Kidd map, of the book firmly convinced that there coincidence to this extent: The author,gilve the <rryptic directions: <rould.b_e n-9 possiblo co-nnection be- who hal spent years in the .Ilritish
lSWr.stnnrl lr.yZllonrock,i igseqilrWost" l 'woon thtl"Kjdd map a,rrd O:r,k I 'sland. Mttseum rkrirrg rlscar<)t ft i  this arrrl,,1 N'r,r t*xi, an,' ',.': t ,. " : . 

- 
i;I""i:'T*'-:';#Jt,:0i"11? 3X#; ;i[!*il1h [*j]iJi;f_ ?lli #;liThese figures obviously called for the Sea. and details fror" o"e oit-i,",-"iiJa .tu,,l,

layingoutof acourseand, consid-erlng They talked around in circles until in his mind a"d nad comuTo.li, *fr.uthe dimensiotrs of the area around The finally, after several da,ys, the author he set about lttustrating hi. ir*fr.
N{oney Pit, rods must be
.L^ . . _ : r  c ^  I t  n .as  mad t l en ing  to
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t ilt  he  t r  n i t  o f  measure .  So,  
r !  4p  r r lquu\  r '  r r r i i  t  ( '

eorne so close to tire ansu.er'sinshis shafthead asthe 
| 
-..il] 

t:.tt""_"jrtrTt"1T at,g;"1#
ult lmate Dornt. laeddr"rrm"re nornr '"nH 

| \I I l;lil,ttlliJ kffi:"I;:il:l iud out tne course. wo
,++l ;" ; i } : " -u l twasthe|V|f f imff i , :=f f i ' f f i1 l | | l . . . . . l | | : :h3r. ,h ' idderraway, i r r

the British \,Iuseum. hess,rrnring diseore.y that I =&x ffi[f,*ffi lll p,&wll lllll I I iii" r""r t"ir,;;J;,sfyr
lhe east-and-west Itrarersed a point *hq'J:r: l w' ffit$H ffill ffilllllli a I l .*_"Jib,"r"l_1:x3l:1jima,,yyearsr,"ro,u.u.ii,? | .$w FITp-,ffi|k ffillt llll, -&fl :;x'j,,:j ?ifll"*'tinorehadr"",,,t.,.',i,iil 1ffiffi clgr*ffilF ffilrd l[| tffi-l l;i:*f;lT,?,;';':,"T.lli;
a v a t e r t u n n e l r u n n i n g b e - | W 1 ' d F t r * - - * ? W | b u r i e d - t h e 1 r e u s t t r e . , B r t t
i . , . . - i , > i r , , r l - , - s i - w , - q i r i l r i r ; : | r r o { h i r r e l . n ' H l r c l l o * x r e } . r c t r t' f he . \ l one1 .P j t : una i r |W l i . , . i l - , ; l J . . ' i . - . ' i i a I " . .
rran f  nlr ,qt tml hlv r l tha'
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I,ho l irro, orr t lro very erlgc
of Firnil]r's Oove. Here
t l ro.y  lor r r l r ,d  u whi t r r  sr&rr-

ij$4,qbTe*--Jrrffi.l ir,r lded in fhe sand. irr t lre
top surfi,ce of which a
roundholehadbeen bored.
an inch and a quarter in diameter and
two:inches deep.

. ll fqpt,q,',"d .th.at l191[et:rc,1<Itles
vrFl l . ( lo [ , l l ( \  ls l l rn( l  Ure day i l t rs  l i r r r [  was
ma,<lo. I lu wn,s evon nror.e oxcitrNl about
if l,lrrln lluldon urrd his workuron.

"'I'here's another stone on theisland
marked in exactly the $ametway!" he
said. " I remember it quite clearly. It's
well over there to the other side cif The
Money Pit. It must have beer forty

. a

"Ju t t  t c ra tch  bohtnd ,  h la  earc -T lge  ,ou" ,  , io ' i ' , t1 , * " " ' t

l) isappointr:rl irr this t l i-
rerrtion, l ledden der:ided
1,o irrvcstigato thc' hisl.ory
of tho isl:rnd with the ut-
most thoroughness. Ile
found that, the essentia.l
facts were not mere mat-

ters of hearsay or legend. I'rom thr,
first time the search had been placed orr
u,n organized brrsis, elrrh stcp h3,fl fp,,l,
rclorrlorl lr rrd a ttestr,d. ' l iherc wt,r.,,
sworlr staternonts l lrrrl af'f i<la,vil,s frorrr
l,ho rnon who }ru,tl yrartir:ilrated in ea<:lr
stage of the rvork. Everything was
down in black ancl white.

One,particular story has alwal.s im-
pressed him. Arouncl 1S70, a strlnEer.

fCorrtior":,E'-pffi-

:ll.ic resca,r<:h

admitted that he had drawn the pub-
lish.etl map fr.om memory. The original,
which he had seen aud studierl. rias in
tho posnessi r . r r r  o f  l l  co l l lc tor  l iv i l rg  i r r
lho Sout,h of I,)rrgla,nd,

"f{ow closely doos your rrlrart ro-
semble the original? " aikerl l{edden.

"ft's as faithful as I could make it
from memory," came the answer. ,, The
ownel'. quite naturolly, does not want
tho lolir l iort rlf the island knoq'n. He

"l L\ffl

li::{il''r.r,, ii',1 , ,i.:1;

l t ; ;  l i - i
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(Cont inued f rom poge l l4 )

turned up in one of the coast towns on
Mahone Bay.. He was apparentll' quite
well-to-do, appeared to be of Southern
extraction, was dark-complexioned, and
talked with a slightly foreign accent.
Presently he purchased a sloop for
$2500 from a resident of Shad Bav. and
hired tuo fishermen froffi i i lace
to s:ril it for him.

Ilvery morning at dawn, the stranger
would head out into the bay, proceed
to a point thirty miles offshore, nearly
in a line with Halifax Harbor, where h-e
would determine a location by shooting
the sun. Then he would proceed to--
ward the shore on a comp;ss bearing,
a-pparently to the northwest. During
this procedure, he would very often
cheek his course with the aid of an
ancient chart, which he spread out on
the dock of the vossel, but which he
would not permit tho crew to examine.
He kept this up day after day, for two
summers, and then disappeared as if
the earth had swallowed him.

What the man hoped to find, or did'f ind, 
is unknown. If he made anv se-

cret visits to Oak Island-which. is
ahout the only plaee he eould have
struck, running a course like this-he
certainly could not have sncceedecl irr
getting away with the hidden treasure.
Even if he had possessed a plan of the
underground work and had known of
the existence of a secret water gate to
shut out the sea, he eould not have ac-
complished anything singlehanded.
Even with this knowledge, he would
still have needed a full force of helpers,
and it would have entailed many

I months of active effort. Yet the exist-
'eneo of  that  ancient  char t  is  a subjeet
I alrorrt which Jle.drlen worrld give a great
1 tleal to,khow.

()no conclusiorr wlrich Tletlden ha,s
reached after siftins all the mass of evi-
dence in the case is this: That thero is
no eement vault at the lower level in
ffiGnetPrt The idea is far 1oo fan-
tastio, in his opinion. Men with the en-
gineoring sl<ill to harness the tides
would never have placed their hoard so
far below the level of tho floodgatos,
tlrtrs_ :nul1;iply' irrg thei dil l icult ios tlroy
woukl oncounter when {,ho tinro ca,rne
to salvage the gold. l{e is certain, also.
that if they had made a concrete cham-
ber, they would have made it larse
enough to hold everything. There would
hale been no chesl s at the_ njxety=eighJ-
l 'oot level, he eontends, if there had
lieur a chamber farthel down.

ilhe blue clay of the island, when
hardened, is almost identical with arti-
f ir. inl cement. The sper:imens sent 1o

, '  
t  

-  ' '  

t t f  
' t  o*o"t r  i4 '  terg

London for analysis ma.y verv well
have been hardened clay. Hedden is
convinced tha,t the so.ealled lovr.er
ehamber is nothing but ehests whieh
have beeome thoroughly eaked wilh
clay hardened to the consistencv of,.
cement; perhaps some of the oriEinal
chests, foreed down to this lowerlevel
hy more than a century of haphazard
digging.

If this be so, there is comfort in the
theory. If the chests have become en-
crusted in a time-resisting outer layer,
it becomes certain that part of 

-the

treasure, at least, is still intact. One
great fear which has dogged all reeent
searchers is the fact that time and the
water might have rotted away the oak
c-overings, thus scattering the gold like
diamonds in a belt of blue clav.

If there is gokl on Oak Island-and
no on€ who studies the evidence ever
doubts it-undoubtedly the deposit is
one of steggg4qg -plopaflions. Sueh.
precautiffi-tGdrta nlvlr
have been taken unless the prize were
the full equivalent of a king;s ransom.

Listeners' heads whirl when ardent
believers in The Money Pit start to
spin their estimates. Millions I Manv
millions ! No med,ner sum can be madl
to fit the facts. fs it not tme that a
[ourl.een-ineh eu.be of sold-g_lon-i;
rvorth about a mill ion dollars. The in-
ffi.r,*-t
accept the Hedden theory-the clay-
encased chests, was twenty-four inches
deep, and it gave every indication of
being filled from top to bottom. Then
there were those easks and chests lo-
cated at the higher level. And why as-
sume that these represent the whole
deposit? There is no reason to believe
that the drills, driven straight through
the ciay arrtl wai,er, havc cncounlcr-&l
all the treasure conlainers.

So get out your pencils and do some
arithmetic. Millions-two, five, ten,
even more. -The syndicate would prob-
ably settle for one. The estimates vary
according to the temperaments of thos-e
who advance them. The most conserva-
tivo stick around the million mark, fear-
ing that the bulk of the denosits will
l l r rv l ,p  1, , ,  r r r .ovcrrx l  r row.  l tu t ,  u  htn tho
sanguiro lrcgin to {igure, tho surn begirrs
to look like the New I)eal recoverv
debt.

Who hid the treasure?
Captain {4fu! rvas hanged in chains

on liliecutioffi-ek, in 170"1, ancl iiwas
popnlarly bcliovotl that lre hilrl scr:ret,ed
his horr,rd a short tirne before t,hat. This'would bring him within the tinre scoue
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ever, th&t the fort was oapturod rnd
razed in the next campaign. It does
not seem possible that the full amornt
set aside for the work could have bren
oxpended in such slipshod efforts A
dishonest governor might have sought
some placo where the remaining bullion

T H E  s A T V R D A Y  D V E N I N G  P O S T

so m6agciiy, how: tliit favdri

2^z2s F

was back of it with all the time and
well-organized resources they needed.

No othor theory fits the Peculiar
facts quite as woll. Until one of those t
oaken chests has been opened. and the I
contents ransacked for the truth, it is
safest to assume that cunning Spanish

One question all uninitiates ahvays
ask when they first hear the story of
The } Ioney Pi t  is :  \ Ihy r rut  se l  up a1
eouple of steam shovels and dig out the I
n hole area ?

There are two reasons ri-h-v this
cannot be dona yet. The first is the
question of those nnderground water
tunnels, which rvould be diflicult to
bloek up. The second is the question of
expense. To excavate on such a grand
scale would cost, at least $200,000. And
this no syndicate is yet prepared to
spend.

The searchers, of course, ate not at
all hopcful that the present se:ason will
see the end of their operations. Stt
much remains to be done that i? may
even take two years more just to flnish
the investigations. The strike on s'hich
work ended last fall may have beeg
into a sunken timber from an old tun:
nel. But oven if it proves to have been
one of the drifting dhests, the n-hole
area at that level must still be thor-
oughly drilled and excavated. After
that, the same operation must be re-
peated all the way down to the level
rvhere the supposed cement chamber is
Iocated.

The natives of the district do not
take much interest in the project. It is
an old story to thern. Nenrll-:rll ha,r'e
lost faith by now, not so mueir in the
existence of the buried gold as in the
possibility of getting it out. T&ey
cannot f the hundred and fo

that a company They point to the f'a'ct' lhat oak trees;
still stand on the island.

dl ,

October

" ,8 
I

(continaed flom Pase rr8) could be deposited until he could safely

o f t h e o p e r a t i o n s o n o a l r l s l a n d . T h o t a k e i t b a c k t o l . r a n c o .
tree und'er which the original shaft was Supporting this theory is the fact
sunk was tall and old when found in that the original fort was a marvel of
1795. It could easiiy have been stand- 9$l!S4nq s\ill. w:t.. the. same con-
ing a century befor:e. What is left of fiiucTive 6iai[s which planued the

th; bed of Loconut fiber in Smith's ramparts and bastions of Louisburg

Cove is in a state of exoellent preserv&- turned to the task of sinhing a treasure

., tiol totlly, but it is a fact that this so-ingenio_u-sly that no meddling out-

--": , rather *olo,lo"oo* substance will last siders oould reach it?') 'iiJ1_po"" than thrgg_bgn4reifffi- Bu! ryh_V would a greedy governor,

.- i" .t actuated by- such Po!lY.e*' select this
i , .. , 'itro* ttto." extraordinarydevelopments particular island, which lies so- faraway
: {in connection with his-map, there aro from Louisburg?- The po.ssible answer
^.:" 

, ftnoi"t., therefore, to favoi the Kidd is that, masked by its blanket of tall- j f'poi"tr, therefore, to favoi the Kidd is that, maqke{ by its blanket of tall
ir, . '. ' 

ifr"o#. oaks, the island offers the best supply

dt' -1. I e"i it is doubtful if Captain Kidd of hardwood to be found at any point
' '" '  * ' i '  

I *a* a pirate, after all. He was.a priva- along the coast'
teer, operating undor letters of marque As.a.matter of fact, this was almost

i i*ui,a-Uv ths-Rritish Admiralty. Re- yerjajnlv the reason why it was se-
.e1r clisi:ovories m1,ke it seem morc looted, no matter who was responsible

I thu,n likety tha1, he was rnade the scape- folburying the treasuro.

" I goui*[.ti""savoryrevelations.threat- T\" po* plausible the*y,lu. 
!::?1

;e de-
fTak
0&P'

posite
ute t0

n c

op
ro t]you'

Spai
the

es. And as for the selectro
rd-rvell, if you look on
ll find it's almost directly
n; a halfway post on 1,ho
\\rest Indies.
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a I ;;;d.;;" frigir-ptocea.people.in Lol- saved for the last. D-uring the earlv
l9 i ao". e"l urrJtt if he_di&substitute the centuries g =qpgsl+ 9oninatro,n' *le

Joff' nogut for the Union Jack, his op- amount of {rfisureJake! back to Eu-
po.1""iti.. for gain vrere limited and rope was almost incalculable. The pi-

;h";i;and he could not have accumt- rates haunting the sea lanes reaped a

iutua'". much bullion as seems to hare golden harvest, but it is doubtful if any

been butied at the base of The Money single company of freebooters, evel

Fii. go**"er, little is known abott when led Qr su-ch LqId spirits.as \[91-
Xlia tro* his early youth to the tinre ggn qnd trtSh (F1"t\l'"itd), could
he inneared in New York in 1690, as:r have beneflted suitieiently to accumu-

ttiu*pro.potous merchant. Tho date or late millions. A better guess is that the

iii" ti,uf i<idd ttrup in England, inci- @niards themselves were re,sponsible.

a"rrtutty, is 166g. 
^ -TFar-ap'e 

of the.New \Torld w&s ac---A 
*|ru inffious theory ties the se c_o_mplished by grim and selfish men.

lr/;l"0'lr:;'*"iH#.,hr,ffi lrlii$*,11"-";:.'tl:T""'llL1'.:$H.:?
I I | 

""r=l "l-f'f"ta 
Seotia. This elaborateh il sold pass through their fingers without

I I I .""=l6"t"a outpost of Freneh Canadr,' \making an effort to divert a substantial

I I | ** .upt"r.d d 174b by a New Eng share for themselves? Is it not con-

| 
' ' 

i".a uipuaitioooffi..o and partiullr eeivable that a company of them' 
ffisrbx*:**sf'nser#irit&$&f?*'llr#!?q*Ftr1qltr.fMWk

/r it that the eold will not be f

em are rearing their
the elosely packed

spruce. A fewgroves of less lordly
years mole, then -
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