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December 8th 1940
19 McKlnley Ave.,
Eas t  Orange,  N.J .

I\tr. R. V. Harrls
Court House
Hallfax, lI.S.

Dear !dr.
l / ^ - - ,^  6_ _, - !_r  ?  r  . .  .$y apologles for  not  wr i t ing to  you sooner .
i/ayrl: frankly I lave not had thb tine for I have been wor[lng itay ancr
i" nlght and very often a good part of Sund.ay. Early last Septeiber I heardi. of what seened to be a rathei wonderful opportr:nity in thb British purehas-

ing Corunlsslon ln New York and I appllerl there for work. I was in'ceciiately
aecepted'_and.have been wlth theu si .nce. I  have been in the Service Div is ibn
of the Alreraft Sectlon and you can realj-ze r,.rhat a turmoit it is when I
tell you that I have not had dlnner wtth my fanlly, other than on Suncial,s,
since I started there. Week-ends I an vrorking at i ino other book-keeping' j6U
ald, somehowr_py cuttlng all possible corners v{e nanage to make boti enCi
alnost meet.- The opportunlty was not cluite as adver.ti iec anri my r:i i , in satis-
factlon at the moment ls that I am wcirking for a gocirl cause. My personal
dlff lculties^vrlth the government are gradually belng ircne,1 or-t, and as one
of ry worst fears was tn connection wlth theii possibre appropt,iation of
B, I. *t tgty FaPpy to_ be able to tell yog_ tha ,everythlng ls at last alrlght and there tvll l  no longer be-any question to
ry contlnued ownershlp.

I have s99n ijEgl&gg several times and have kept him informeri of the
detalls of the sltuaflon as lt progressecl and he leens cluite satlsfleci with
t 1q progress of this cUrrent yea-r and eager to go on neftseason, To that
effect I have agreed wlth him to contlnue the piesent agreements in force
and have covered the matter by letter.lr ' IhiJ-e tr an on th6 subjeet, it occurs
tc ne that l_asked you some tine -ago to forr,vard me coptes of any'existing
agreements. I have not recieved then as yet and. iuould- l ike to hb.ve you sEnd
ue coples of 9vgryll lng at yor:r convenienee lor *y ft les. Several agreenur.t=
lt lere entered lnto the first year of Hamltton(s woik and I agl not too fanil-
iar wlth the terms. I would suggest that you'examine them anrl see if i t
mlght be well to have another extension letter fron Brair.

Hamilton wag A$te suceessful this year in that he twrneled-froo my
shaftr.around the Chappell shaftr_ln seareh of the Halifax Co. timnel Lnd., r
found i t j us t to theSouthE: i s to fmy-sha f t .Youwi f f i f ou r rd
a tutnel ln my shaft ln 1937 and thought it to be the Fraser twrnel . lile
flnd now that lt was a part of the Hallfax tunnel. Hamilton followed the
tunnel with one of hls own-r a-s. !!e o_ri.ginal was barlJ-y collapseri, for quite
a dlstanee 9n.lhe top 9q the hil l . He then searcheri ior the-'*rth6r encl'by
gojfig out of the so-eailed Halifax pit near the Beach. He loeateri the tim-
nel and followed 1t ln a state of good repair pretty r,r 'ell up to the top of
the h1Il f lndj.ng a branch in it Just beyond the $ink-Hole pit, tairi oui so
that the tunnel went close to tire pit anci on both si.rles'of it: some of the
orlginal wooden track rails vrere stit l  in evirj.ence and it substantiateri
Chappel l ls .story_of his t raversi-ng i t  in } !QJ. The work wa-ss s lo iver than i t
sounds in the.tell ing and they lvere forceilt6 stop it 'orlc before completeing
thelr !}nloration. We are convihced from Blalrt.s iecorr.is anri the r-tory of-
Chappell that the Hallfax tunnel enderl at one time in the acNual trloney fit
and we have suspected for sorne ti-me that Chappell r,ras a bit off in his
locatlon when he put the shaft dor.,,rn in lg:i].. Harnilton is very anxious to
get. started early ngTt Xg?rrcompl-ete his exploration of the tunnel, estab-
lj-sh a correct locatlon if possible and explore 1t when founcl. I ttr ink ttre

www.oa
kis

lan
dtr

ea
su

re.
co

.uk



|I"rt \{&-rgl /5*?f
/, 

GILBERT D. HEDDEN

work of exploratlon could be coupleted by the end of July and if the ..Tar
pernoitsr sI€ may have the answer to sever;,l questlrns by next August. ff
t lme and finanees wil l penuit I wil l plan to visit the site in the nidri le
of July as I was not able to get up at all this year and. have seen none of
Hanlltonts dlscoverles at f6rst hand. I si lJ. keep you informed of any change
in rry plans or fortunes and n'lll appreclate lt in the mean tirqe if you i,'rill
forward the agreement coples to thls arl.dress.

From what I can Lei*rn- of $lar activlty you nu.st be ln
yourself and I can only say that we down here are ,iolng
ln every way $re can W regai.'ds to llrs Harrls and to the
from you when you .get t lme.

Gilbert D. Hedd

it cluite feveri.shly
all we can to help
bo1.zs . L*t me t'Lear

www.oa
kis

lan
dtr

ea
su

re.
co

.uk


