
Hr, Robert Gay
PC Eox 311
Armdale, Halifax,
Nova $cot ia,  CanaCa.

Dear Mr. Gayl

ux

tu

Your interesting leLter concerning Oak fslar:nd and my operations at
the sito, received. You seem bo be rnainly in[erested in any rn"ou*rs I can give
to cerfain questions ccltcerning Lhe dtory and f shall try ti qive you the best
answers I can. I-clo not know just why you hari written me off as cleparted for I
.ln:o treen.referred Lo by na.ne in several ut"ti"tJiliffiG last few mo'ths,
AeLually r .int- jE@!-rc3rLrl ver:y much aljve ancl acLive. In fact wifhin the
I-rusL two nonLhs I have hacl several phone calls from Oanacia reciu:sLirrg infornafion 7*r),n
and my knowledge of vario'rs 1ocations and crlnrj.jtions at the uit*. These c"l,ne fr-rr.r
i gl?up working at the site aL the preserrt tine in an endeavour to explor.e by
Cri11i-ng with a 

@ iieg. Ha:.i-is was ny ati;orney in the area
fo i. -.<.rrer.r ' l  \16r irvvLa*r ycer,s when -L v.ras acLi_vely engaged ir:_recnvery,,.lork. Now, as Lo;,rcu:"
q u e s b i o n s ,

1. "l,hat did I rnean wherr I told iiarr:l-d Wf!.i!_e that at the enci of the legencl I
found .i du;Lp or ii l l arrowtr. This questi-on-requires a rather conplex ans*ur. some
Line, about L9)7, ai bcok appe:Lred, written by ili ikins, in which Lhere w:s repro-
Cuced a copy of 

t ,f,*O, L,urporbed to have been cirawn Uy tciaO. 0rr it wers the l,:geccitrlhi-rty East, art'/by sevtnLeen rr{est, Lliirty Soufhwest, fourteen l{orthr or $omc-
liring io that' effect, as I cio not have bhe exact quote here. irie had alreerciy noLec
a drilled sbone nea.r the site of Lhe l,toney pit, aici we viere v erir iluch surp,r.!-seci io
rrote in ,i'lilkins cha'rt some twenby poinr,s of reser,:blance to Oak island. 1,";ring o"i
i;he le{end as a tenl:later [$ing €L-Iod as t]re unit oi'neasure{ire1L, rire socn riiscoverecj
a s e c o i r d d r 1 1 ] . e d s " b o n e n e a r t h e s 1 i n e o f t , h i r t y S o u L i : -
west Ied us to a,tr i i 'nPJe lair l  on the su:: face of the qround, w:-th hea.r,y Eeacir  Sfones.I just chani'*:d myEffiili seen to recoll-ect fht i ii, was seven :r""f ."1/rr-.lait".n
t ' ' iest. The triangJe haci. a pointer line from the base i;c its iipexrpoinling direcliy lo
L h e i { o n e y P i . t a n c t w e 1 a t e r c l j - s c o v e r e c l . t h a t 1 t i n c i i c a t * d @ '

f later vj-slted Wilklns i-n England ard founcl tirat the chart was purely the pro-
duct of his inraglnatlon ancl had been lloughly copied fron a map of the islamd of
@.H :hadnoex .p1ana t i on . ' o t - t hesou rceo f t he1egendan< . l cou1dno t
expl-a]n why it ltacl clisclosed tlrree rnlrkers on Oak Island that a1r:rost exactly fift,ed 

'
the dinensions given.* He hop;:futly suggesled that he had seen it on some chart inthe British Musglxtr. f was -u;rken to thi owner of the KidC. raap, found thaf he possessecl
bhree different-s!€Fr only qne of which I consic.lered ?utherrtic and una]-i,ered.. ?lieonl-y connecting j-t,em were tF words rrstart fron ceirtr* offii*nqlon, inscribec on theborder rnir 'rgin of the.m.ipr thoug.h no bri i ;ngle or localion was inri icatecl, , ,  Lafi tr:de
: 'n(l LongiLucie wcre given. I r'v.rs l.lrrnilt eJ 1:o obt.:j,ri i l t,r.acinfl ancl lrr.orTlhi; LLre Lr..:ciri6r
back rvith Ine, I  i las offered aU_ the r l i rns for r 1.. :rvrr1Al1i.  nt jr i . la, or. j f l  an..,hi, . l . ,  .r
:::::_:::".1'j"l^__ whiclr r
ans'diereo by saylng that -L hatJ thr lsland and had no neec ofEiffi, r beli:r.e
tiiat Kidd learned of a verluable cache and of its rar.her general location, buf, i
am thoroughly convinced i,hat he never locatecl the isiand or knew exactly where i.t was,Wilkins was a rather cracll-r:ot writer of tire comlon. variety of ,,letters to theE d i t o r l t s t r a i n . s o n f f i i n s s t o r y . T h e o n 1 ; , l a c t { s i , h a t @ r j I e ' d
stones and t i le tr ia l lAle were located with the : , i r i  . , f  i t , r . l les.rx. l  ^.  ,u. , . . r tk i i l ' , ;  - . , , r , - . ' , ,*

llgp' r do not lcnow the .onnection o. i-" it .,.i l,,inat,:d with r,,1tl;1ns truL Lhe;1 vtere

-l

(l

i , .  i  ""  ,  
j

Gilber! D-. I!edd_qll:_._

t=>- ;r r.;,L2-l-9 N. George Streef, Kissirrl,iee, Florida 3ZTu
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.Plr'. Robert Gay
obviously narkers set

-z_ L \, j .14 l'r

at the ti.me of the original wcrk.
tiay l4r LgO?.

ancl finally hacl to barv"7

r ,* r  l iwt r ' . l l
/  . t L  t t

\  t f  t l
- w  I t,trl ll
f i

t '

2.  Yesr  I kn<:w Nolan, had no use fcr hii:rhin from the is land.
rou r ro use tcr  htn j r  h is  ic i  eas

/ ,P '  
a to ta  n ;

tl

:l"r::*%:,1ff,{::,.,""1-*l,r_:^:"iy :l,rh: traceci Kictd ;rrap is ei.rher fromHaryis or from l{ 
'  -" -)vv e vvi 'J (Jr- tJrte

r,,,_^.,^ ._r- _ - \lt ulappett in Sydney as all ofi F{":i.
@rio on 1r is inco;ffir;EFr.,-^ r-,.-l#l @e and inaciequat r-EFo"yffi
:i: ;;. "'l :; :"x":; "i:,, :i'f ' ?- ::.*:L$; ;-#;;11 ;: "" ;";' :%;!:H3: il"il*;:;::;i"i.";ii;Hi'l::"^1"1;:_':^*;t if i;idi;T il lii.iffii"i,'ll|;n,i";"1;
-T'l:iii; . oi*l 

"'|:1, iH-'l- :if_ *li rv " J"t" #;;';; 3"" fi : f#'.::#X; ril"3";;;il;"*lf;",31'",1fl:l::0,:,,iio.,i::*llF: ;;;;-;'{;d;" ; il::;;'rff"1",:::ii";n:iLhev indicerbed fisures tirau were useci .w.hen . ,uli.lid';ffi::g ::: j#:

t.:f 
il:l.nl::,ll l:op:l I:"g:. rf .,ou rne:in BLi_ r know of iris enfireH:,:';ro.;i:":ir.::s':ii."';'::i:a li: :l:#i,iffi"#*, qj,f:ix Slril"rTl'ij,know and. rrr-:vcp hear.d of. r oo-nJi ff i ; i ; ' ; ;f", '" '"t"" ' 

uapt;rin uult, r do noL
ihere were r{icinJr pe,rple from g1l ..,ve.," r.ha,.rar"r-r.il:t "tY ilPri-@g&, fhough;ffiT"x:':,';'TI-#;u::':":.,':il^:l:l.ll;ty":i;;ij:'#:r-''ffi":*:l:u "'"',in:"*":il::'J":L,l;'";::':::.:::l^::"1;;-;i"fi:"i"-!'il."i'Iiii ::::;#.l'; "Ti;i;,i", :1:ini:;*;"i:;ifi li::d; ";;L;"';'6ff :'Fi: ffi ;"i;:f il:1"T".lllF*f i;ff ;X."'T!"'Ii"i:"I X3,l'l'l"l:Hil: oif '*.:n;":;'f .ii.nol there in lg)4 to 1959. ainl;.

4, Thcro were many markecl stones on the fsfand when I owneci jt aniC alL tiratr located were obviou"ty crrise*eo ry vi-sitcrs of nore recent daLe. /rr .t*tu ti.,*
:l^:"" :l?',! Jpg anri r *r 

"o""i"ced 
that ti:e engineer who-,ar.re Lhe

,  t ,  ' -

' ' "y-out trad no int'ention of . making a recovery in his l-if e-ti,re but irr-
t n
t  I t  r O h r i o d  t ^  |

III v'rr(rtiu t'o leave it for fui;ure generations, r 
"rn 

a1.L uoo'tt,rt t,he oi.i.q4ina', t t  : - r ^ e l .  .

I I I e'lorK was not Loo coraplicatecl and that r coura cruplicilte--i-i o' che ot,her enci oft  a ,  t  h A  1 . -  r . , Y , ,lrr ./iie rliaari.' l-n one sulnm'er season oi work wil,h no *o"* tt-,un fifty nen ancj. usingtlie sa':ne tools then availabre. ii, *"""tni'eariy a,'ateur effor;s that rencierrecovery arinost irnpossibl. t:::tJ.1 
!-::tr]' 

t; saJr tha'b the r;>cks yo' havere-noved are a very corcl trail a.lr:i lidve nothin{i to do wrbh t,he orlgi'al l'r"k - ir:fact so;ne were nre,cie bJr ;*r, o.* mq;;; ;;;igue visitors at the site.

7. I have no- 
11_cord of anyone working onwor.ked tliere tn ISJI vrith his father, o"J oidown a shaft which I lai,er used as a purapingLheut the fact t,hat he was sorr*what South of

the islernct in 1921,
the drill operators
pit, bui cliscovered

Lhe crj_ginarl_ shaft.

Iuiel ljhappell
in. 189?. li.: pmt llnothi.ng other

f  never hact ei
f havenore in-formi"Lion on o,,lr *L^* ^
1.,*O 

" 
and in all rr;, research

ltl
C
/ a

IS&':i'*i:,?,i.j;"t;T'ff:" li^,?:l fl:l:':".. Nor do r know of any pil0N5:' i-,i;"#So:i :k'S'f'ff: :,fi ":T:s1 ;;#:-i:"; "::; ff' i":HId'";:Iu'il;,' tifr;ff ffil t#":1.:."n;: ;:*:::i5.:iil F:r;:;jlii::"i:':#"";;;u";:*l:i:.,::.:',1*.#""i,,:";l:::,,i: "_ii;;ii:;:.::ulol"!l.rl'il.n iliil il#;"rlni"l:;::;""ffi .H::::"::": ::;::llt: ?:J.ll;-;r",.Jffi*,,;;'";";;";i:"":::"5i,1: 3i:season and clisappearecr somev,rherc in the so"tn,
Your post Script. I clo not believe thatit:. g" put very 

"y"1. of anytiii.,g i,,, any basket.' "lrti
Kidd h;Lct very mi{ty egss as yrcu put

r an very cei'Lain tha,t ti idd hai
do believe that hu l"..nffi,
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L r l

r'
and gambled hts life, or offered to,
lcrown of the originaior but the-onfy
refers to Deer tE!ggr_}h:!qgr, .l"iri"fr-
other r+ittfiFsuscess.

-3-

f:. 
"1. 

altempt to fincl it. He may haveclue that he is knol,n to have left
has been exeavated fron one end-to the

No, Oak
;bo be discoverel-f

consLructed

and did tire r+ork underostina0
Was 4ot intended

ori-ginaI one who conceived the idea
a bit r

Si.ncerely,

(Sed. ) Ci:-Uert D. Hedden,

f have not beet u! tlou?1!"=,?ln!,o,19?.g_ and I know it has now chansedconsiderably, r arnl,qraiffi-mr rromffiilt be very grad to try andanswer an;r other quostions you JnaJr p'opose hut cio not base your hope of richeson oak for it is my present estirnatt trrai tir.-s|ory courd only be p.r.oved or dis-3;il"f"li'l#"*ilT1ff*-:' "b.ui lt

.  , ,e'*'f- or
1 ' , ' i

Y . q .  -  r r  : . r
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