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$F. Beginald V. I larris
Ha l l fax ,  N .S .

Dear Mr.  I larr ts l
a
l e a s t

twlcel I have been unabl-o to tako the tlme to r:lake the necoss.e,ry
comrtentg and answer your letter'. We are ln the throes of con:pl*tt.rg
a new butldtng for our branch offlce ln Basklng Rldge, whleh we
hope to open on the flft leth annlversary of the par6nf, bank, or
about Septernben 28th. To acc6nrpllsh thli roqulres a trenendous
anount of detall and plannlng, but I thlnk now that the worst ls
over.  I  have not at tempted to proof read the nranuscr lpt  as t t  ls
obvl-ously i l  an unflnlshed condltLon, but I have read. lt carefully
and havo a few conlrir€rrts and suggestlons. Befone I nrake them I r,nrsi
conmend. you on tlie sp1end.ld Job you have done and on the trenondous
task of research you have accornpllshed. It is nost certainly a work
that ls badly needed on the subject and ehould serve as a reference
both now and ln the future for anyone at all conserned wlth Oak.

In answen_to your request for further lnforn:atlon concer"nlng ry
reference to $lgr.r I have exanrlned nry fl les but have falle<i to flnd
the exar: t  eouffc;  I  was ln correspondence for some t ln,o wl th two
partles on that subJect and hgve destroyed n:uch of the flLe to con-gerve spaco. One cornespondsnt was a 1 ' : l r .  B.  F.  Ruth of  An,es,  Iowa,
whowro te r rea f . to r the5nrb11ca t !ono f t } re f f i n tnE-Sa iu@,
Evenlng Post. He wrote a thlnty page Letten glvlng h1s argrnrents
as _to why ll ie cacho was undoubtedly that of Bacong lost rianuserlnts
and somo of hLs argun:ents were qulte plauslbFE glves two reibrences
as applylng to the work done at uek, both takon fron Sylva Sylvarum.
The f1 rs t -Page7 ,Centu ry1 ,Exper1ment25(enaear f f i
refers to an artLf lc la l  waten cour4so. Tho second. descr l i l lng the
pr€servat lon of  obJecte ls Page 33, Exper in,ent 100 whlch rEfers to
preservatlon Ln morcury. I ie also notes that Bacon went lnto the
preservatton of documents at great lengtl.r al] t lrough hls wrlt lngs
ln that book. IIe also rrrakes a poLnt of 

-Baeont 
s w111 ln which he 

-

says rtAs for my name and rnemor!, I leave lt to rionts charltabLo
sgeechesr- to forelgn 1ands, and to the next agbs.tr  He accepts the dete
p- a: the pnobable tlme of origin and states that lt was probably
planned and executed by Baeons chaplaln Rawl-ey, after Baeoni death.

I  arso corresponded wlth a Mrs c ladvs stewart  of  Rcchester,  the
ter of a pror,rlnent Baconlanffi-owen in hls l i iedaughter of a pror,rlnent Baconlanffi l n  h l s  l l f e

had. r:ade nrany dlscoverlef-A-na--In-torpretatlons of the Baconlan etpher
mcsss.ges contalned ln early prlntlngs of $hakespeare and others Lnd
had found. enough to laduce hlnr to lead an eryedltlon to the river Wyg
ln Scotland Ln soarch af a buried caehe. He was suecessfuL ln flnffi
a cement vault undr:r the nlve:r in its center but fowrd. lt to be errptf.
It recelved qulte a blt of publlclty at tho tlr,e and is a n,atter cf
record. Hrs. Stewart wrote me rr:uch along tho sarfle 1lne as ftrth, also
quotlng the SJrJ.vanum and sonewhere between ther I recelvod the lnfo::-
t i ;at lon r  passed. on to yoy.  I  paLd l l t t Ie at tent ion to l t  a!  the t_Le,
ge-inie n ore -or': ess pr.;ri i*ed-a@ re@"r,"*fro 
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Basklng Sldgcl  i l .J ,
August ?3r t95l

The amlval of your nanuscr,lpt cauglit r.e
vefx busy nrornont and., whlle r have managed to- read It arl
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lmpressed wlth her knowledge and slneerlty.
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ag"P! -your -local llbrary has or can get e copy of that
n'i lght be of lnterest bo study tt wlth Oak in i- lnd.
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J'\ :_l :u:, | , . -  Index - chanse Gltberr D.-Hedden ro r93l+ - r9[g for rny
V flrst vistt to the lsland was 1931+ and my negotiallons slth B1alrstarted that yoar.

Tl"ll Page of Preface - euggest you use trutb. tror, legend lnsteadtruth frorn tradltlon.
5.
of

7. Page !+ 
- f:fleve_ that yoqr flgure fqn glgn- of nlno inches per

year1s tooh1gh .Tha twou1dn, iakeLr75 f f f i iU0yearsand tha t1s
not borne out by the evldence. My, conelusion, based bn early photognepSs
and geveral yoars expenicnec on the isIand., is tbat tt d.oes- not
exceod' two lnches otl an avenago. Evldenee is glven ln a 6eflnlte rorc
of large bould.ers, posslbly carcenlng stones, well deflned., aUout-
twenty feet out from the shore opposltc futtilt s Cove. f'1ey appear ln ra^photogrgpb taken in LBgT and tn-.tne air plctures I-had tat<lir fnl.937 and lt is easf_to calculate thc dlffonence ln the shore l ine lnthat perlod. r.would_say that tro lnches ls the rnaxtnru-& nnd nlne Ls
lrypo*slble. After all, even tro lnches s yean would gi"" Io-r"rt-fn a
J00 yean per lod;

8..-Perheps you Located sonrethlng about the rlng-bolt that I wag notabl-e to dl 'seovor, or perhaps you got the lnforrnatlon fron: Ha:r,l l ton.l l lnless^you h?v? actual"ly seon-lt fourseLf r would. be very dublous
about lte exlstenoo as 1 was _v9"y- ferr:lI lar with u"""y foot of the
lsland ghore-Ilnc at hlgh and tow ttac and I know of-no such bolt.
lSuggest that you check funthen before ruak!.ng defrniie staten:ent lnbook,

9. Page L3 I thtnk that thp_descrLptlon ls p:robably very apt. sugarloafs at that t ime were roughry cone-shapea ana * 
"qi.u*u 

sha.ft eoul-d.
Y-erI  easl ly becone & cono-shapod depresslon -  rest lng on i ts apex -
thet 1s wlth lts top(of the loaf) al the bottofi

-There ls no cvldence that the origlnal plt was
you use L00 feet. Later coJ-lapso rniy have carrled
but earJ,y statoments locate 11 at fbO

Suggestlons

1. Page one.
mado, had a
at the s l to

gnd cornn'rents on Manuscrlpt:

$uggest you elaborate on trtqgrgle a blt. It
polnter Llno; polnted True-Fffiand. poJ.nted
of the orl,g1nal nionoy plt.

2. Yor-r state that the tu4]*s enter the plt at lS5 teet. rn our
excavatlon of the crrappffiprt and my orm adJolnlng pltr we noted,
lnfLow of water from the Snltht s Covb slde ai 98 feet and fron the
o thers1dea tabou t105 fee t .Thcrewagnoev1 f f i f l l ' a te r1n f ] .ow
at any. lowen depth.- I f .you &ro so lnforned I  bol levo your inforper
ls mlstaken. I was ln the Plte all the tLme and carefi l ly exan:l-ned
and recorded the data. The lnf low fronr the Snltht s Cove i1d.o sas a
blt the strongon

3. Page 3. Prefer Tltle 7. would suggeet sllght change to - The
Strange lfystery 0f Oak fsLand.

6.  cppt .  I  Page L
L55 feet.  Suggest
cacho to ].55 feet

I
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10. - Page L6 - In putting d.own nry shaft, adJacent to thc Chappell slraft,

/ /::^t"::"1 :q:uql 1-u:F_o"-1"y"T of putry;L-ike clay, *y recollectlon is
ihc-t lt ras at about 60 faet. i Lar,ge-quant!-ty uas ia:F.s?e&" It.es*id b,c
rorkcd rith tbe hands exactly fl_t" good, putty urrd sas sonewhat ol1y tn
texturc. We usod s_o{}e to putty the wlndows oi ttre varlous shacks g.e erectedl
;s'd' of ray LrL+r eabln and tt worked very we1t. As I recall lt the veln wag

t{dafi Ei : lgebcs_ dgepr extend,ed across ths shaft and was about elght feet
rid!. it ras sol1d and was not mlxed wlth gtones on debr!.s.

i tq,f I

ftl
l l  TPaBef 21r 22t 24 atc. Carurot agroc that your coneluslon of plratlcal
, JorLSln ls coffect. I bolleve there ei'e-rynuPcrfp$_lnc1uded in the cacbe
lf/ er:a t cannot conclevc of a plrate }eavfuTfltEaE-ld.entlty wtth hls loot. Not

I ll can. I concleve of a plrate who would bury hls loot beyond any chance of
N / l contenpor'&rf recovony or exort euch onglneerlng sktl1 for an unselflsb' l '  obJec t l ve

t] J,2. Iog several t!:r ies speak of the pnobable onlglnal burylng perlod as
C( roqulrlng two years or morc. I dlsagree. I belteve and nrllniatn that the

t/t orlglnal work could bc dupllcated ln another part of the lsland tod.ay,
/// uslng the same toolg then available, and that'/' fonge of 100 n,cn ln to11n months tlme, glvcn fav a

Idarrr palrr Eubr wbeelbarrowr shovelt olck, Ft+?rnope, axu, harr:ner and gaw
were thon ln usef evpn as- early as,1600r., qpd- there was no water Lnterfer'nce
untll they nrade Lt. 4fi, t,r, l,h,,rJ ̂i ,,,( /t-6< "ft,,1r(,t. t,t"- 

/ 
/,t/t, 

-

13. Cannot agl'eo wlth your concluslon that El_dd.t s mon went to i l.S. to hldc
somethlng. &lore lncllned to belleve that fnffitng hls chest thoy found.
a chart on othor lnforaatlon suggestlng a valuable-cache sonewherl ln that
area and the't thg-y rrent ln search of Lt. Also I bellevo ttiat there fs very
llttle evldenco that there wae rluch of anytl:lng of any value on the shlp
l/rarle Galente. The usual, concLuslon-ls that Kldd.rs raen revolted becausc
of the poor results(to then) of hts Lead.ershlp.

11+: I -would. suggest that you orrit nany of your references to the varlous
lndlvld'ual.pirates. I thlnk you have too many. There are several books
ius! recently. publlstred- glvlng a13, ttrat data- ln infinLto detail. In your
wgrk very l ltt le of lt has any connectlon wLth 0atr and a 1ot cf lt l i
t lresone readlng. Donrt suggost that you ollr l: lnate lt - rather just suggrost
you edl t  and condengs l t .  

l
l-5, Cannot see your thou,ght that pin used Oak es a
cqrli ion delosl!.orE That thought w reopenlng ofr---the s l te and pnolonged occupat ic ln.  There ls no evldence that l t  was ever
reoponod af ter  f l rst  constr i l .et lorr .  Long occupat lon would leave evld.ence of
rolics or artlfacts and none have over-been found.. I thlnk ny theony of aqulck,  four nonth Job ls nore tenabLc.
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/b: In your sulnr,lng up. I eannot agree that there ls any ovldenco tl1at tho
/or lg lnal  work went to L75 feet.  Al l  i 'eaL evidence points to 1oo feet the
/ other 1s pui e conJecture 31d fanlasy. The sanie gppues to the thought thatI there was a pernanont vaul,t at the Lottom or t75' beet,. I iorow lt ls based,

on drlI l lng ,."eports and evldence of dlsturbed earth at those depths but Ist l l I  contend that l t  ls  pure conJecture or wlshful l  th lnklng. t f ,  as we
have re&son to beI love, the or lg lnal  cache was 1n geveral  contalners,  a lL
fi l led wlth bull lon on coln, tt Ls obvlous that the weigl:.t of thoso co1-
talners was somewhere ln the nglghborhood of nlno oflen ,tons. Eear ln n,lnd
that a ton of gold ls only a ill inchjglg. wrreffioor of the'
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cache was undenmLned and the vault co11apsed., th.e nine or ten tons ]rad togo somewhere. wlth the ground underneatb ln a very eoft and. puddled state
lt could have sunk quLte a d.lstance over the yeari and, 1n faft may sti1l
be slnklng. Rememben that the waten ln the plis 1n that area ts n6t 1n a
statlc condLtlon but is constantly ln motlon lnduced by the tl6es. The tldal
rnotlon pJ.us the cnonmous suctlon causod. by thc varloug- pr.r.nplng efforte of
n'arrY of t lc cxpcdltlgngr lncludlng mLne, have constant3.y sttriea up tho
ground and have aldod funthcr sottLencnt of the csche. wftn tpe countloes
tools J.ost, ang drlLl plpco abandoned by varlous groups, lt l i  not at eL1
surprlsing that iron eould. be detected Lt alnost any aeptfr. In fact rre found
a ten foot aectlon of drtl l- plpo sovon feet.bel-ow the end of ttre Chappell
shaft wb.en we drove tt dorvn ttrat far tn 1936.

l / .  Cannot_ agr99 w1th.your concluslon that thene were t lde gates 1n the
/ ' tunnels.  No evldence to t l iat  ef fect  and. agaln l t  1s pure coiJecture

,t Agaln ln your snmmlng up cannot agroe that the tunneLs were at those
// 

dentns

Cannot aglge that cache was put in pJ,ace thneugh tunnels. If sor wlry
the shaft at aLl? Belleve the tunnels were pureLy for flod<ling purpose
and that they wore smaLL. I aLso believe that the shore end af, Srif ttrr s
cove ls stl1I ln place somewher"e ne&r the center of thre beacb,

In concluslon let n:e_ say that I think you have done a grand pleee of
work. I cannot Judgo how salabl-e lt ls though I do not know t[at that le
Xlun prlmary obJectLvc. I am lncllnec to thlnk that I would omlt the story
of the Fgwdolnd controverslr It adds nothlng end casts an lndeflnablo alr-
of doubt on nuch of the story. It ls lnterostlng but I doubt that lt should
be lnc1uded.. In any revlew after publlcatlon I thlnk lt nlght be selzed on
&s 

" !1! of pnoof that the shole thing ls a hoax. In any event I tr1st that
y99_wll"L- accept my, crlblclsrns and-suggestlonffi the way they arc meant. I
w111 look forward. to an oarly publlcatLon of the book aira aglin say thai
I w111 be glad. to asslst ln any way posslble lf thene rs anltrring lou nee6
down_hene. pY-_t-he.waT dld-you know that oun frLend ifilllllne iras uioight out
anottrer book nlr$rsterles of Anclent South Arrerlcau - EotEbltshers :--fqlg

One favor I would llke to ask ls that you drop me a l1nc thts FeIl
and let rne know rtrat, lf anythlng, was done lt oat irrrs season.

Sincerel;z

/t%a/*-
Gllbert D.

J$ West Oak Street
Bask lng  R ldgee N.J .
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