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June 28, 1052

Degr Mr, Harris: ‘

I most certainly avpreciated your confidence in re
in permitting me to examine the rough draft of your proprosed book. I
found it very interesting and an ex cellent piece of work., I shall e
greatly pleessed to see the completed job and corment on it at the
times I have made various comrents on the work you sent me and you
will find them enclosed with your manuscript,

I might suggest that you bring in the Baconian angle, but perhaps
you have in another chapter. I received correspondence from all over
the world, concerned over tie lost mesnuscripts of Francls Bacon, for

o which there has been almost es an «xtensive search gs for Kidd's
f treasure, Interested at the time I did a bit of resserch along that
line and was amazed to find gquite a few items that could be tied in with
/VOak and 1ts peculiar facts. One thaet Bacon wrote quite a long article

on the preservation and protection of manuscripts, I cannot quote at
the moment but the gist was that they be wrappned in cloth, coated with

/0/pitch, put into an Qak container, filled with mercury, anrnd that the 4
Osk container be then buried in a vaulted chanmber, below sea-level, and |
the vault flooded with sslt water, Of course there is the ever present |
Baconian-Shakespesre controversy as to who wrote the plays, and there
is the almost endless litersture of the Baconian society, and the
society of thinkers founded by Bacon, It is an interesting angle and
could be worth further exploration and inclusion in your book,

was never governed by lust of treasure recovery myself, I wa¥ more A
interested in a solution of the mystery, Did it have some basis of feet?:
I thought it did, Or was it purely a figment of the imagibatlon and =
wonstrous hoax? I did not and do not think so, Unfortuneately I conrld
not complete my solution either way, though I believe given two years |
time and sufficient funds I could have cracke? it one way or the other, |
I was never convinced from ry research that there was or ever had been
any real treasure, I WAS convinced that at some tiwe, for some purnpose,
somebody had done a highly complicated bit of engineering at the site
gand I wanted to find out whye In all of my associatién with the rroject
I have been convinced of only three facts: 1. The truth of the story?*
of the recovery of the parchment; 2 The truth of the story of the
work found at the beach; 3 the truth of the cocoanut fibre found in

/ I might set you right on my connection with the my%tpry.gg think I

I am convinced that some=-one did an enormous amounv Df work there st a
very early date for some unknown purpose, T

&

There are two poems that I heve that I thwn& you have hn? seen and
I will add those in on seper:te shects, I thinK your choice of publish
is excellent and I think what I have secn of your book is excellent. I
am too close to the subject to determine ver abl 'y whether or not is ,
/‘ is wldely salable, though I am inclined to think 1t should be, As a last!
| suggestion I think I would add somewhere in the book, tbat the puvauwt 1
[ | of the solution of the mystery is not just a hobby, %f is 8 real and an
expensive engineering problem that nobody shonld sprroach without at
| least $50, OOO 00 raowtal and three yesrs time aveilable, Anyhow the
( best of luck and do let me see the rest of the book when you have it
readye

&
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I do not know the name of the author of this poem. I found it on the
wall of the Swedish Inn in Chester in 1037, made several alterations
to fit my personal interest and have cherished it ever since., I am
sure the author was a woman and was I believe from Newfoundland., Anywa
here 1t is., I do not even recall the title, though I believe there wes
a picture of a little cottage on a hill with ite I called it Oak Island,

I built a gay-roofed little house upon a sunny isle

Where Heaven 1s very close to Earth and all the world 's a-smile
It took my savings, every cent, although the cost was srall

But, Oh, the lovely things I boucht and raid for not at alll

The crystal waters that below in sun and shadow lie,

The oaks that sprawl across the point and climb to meet the sky,
Stray winds that sing of other things than those our eyes may see,
Blue whisps of fog and ravelling clouds that, fleeing, beckon nre,

White suns of madm glad April, Octobers wine to quaff

On grystal Atumn mornings my hearth stoves crackling laugh,
The silent stars that march at night so close above my head
The sound of rain-drops on the roof, when I am snug in bed

Por jolst and beam and shingles grey, I spent my savings small
But on the lovely things God gave, He put no price at all,

] I think really that that 1s what Oak meant and resns to me, I em ]
%.deeply sorry that I ever lost it,. .

The following I received from ir. Hubert Palmer when he wrote me ]
the descrintion of the Kidd ifeps. He addres:ed it from one pirate ;
to another - no title is given '

01d Kidd, he built a Treasure Chest

; of mehogany, three-ply nlanks q
/| And he buried it deep on an island "loest™ 4
' | For he never would trust the banks i
o And the chest was made of the very best wood k.

And the very best tin-tacks too s '

The lock, and the key and the nails were sood

Not to spesk of an excellent screw ;

But the years rolled by, as the years will do

And the chest began to rot

The plarks have venished to Timbhuctoo oyt
The tin-tacks have pgone but the screw hss not. " -

30 Kidd's old screw of the best quality

A relic of Pirates and Treasure a

Has come back to your with a wish for your Jjellity
And "Che:ts" flowing over with pleasure '

Joyce Glover .

Sent to Palwmer one Christras by a little girl adrirer with a
huge antique screw,




The Oak Island lystery By Reginald V. Harris

Comments on menuscript - Gilbert D. Hedden - June 1953
v 1, Titles = I prefer # i, or # 7 but think # 7 the best of any
v 2+ No suggestion on chapter headings. All seem good.,

3., Page 86
In connection with the Sprague & Henwood venture, the drill
reports were still in existence in 1937, in possession of
S & H, I was offered them for $5000,00, Needless to say that
I did not avail myself of the opportunity,

I believe some sort of work was done in 1016, At any rate,
} when the mein pit collapsed(according to Blair the area fell
/] about eight feet in an area sixty feet in diameter) Blair had
'/ a survey made and recorded on marked stones ad jacent to the
Pit. You should be able to find the survey record in his
|! papers. I located the merked stones in 1936, Plotted the
courses and located the center of the 1916 Pit at a noint on
the edge of our Pump Housing, in the Chappell Pit.

»///h. Page 87 _
Only comment that occurs to me is that you could elaborate

oh Chappell Sr, At an interview in 1937 I wss very ruch
impf%ﬁE%ﬁEWTfﬁ'his character, He stated to me at that time
that he wes in charge of the drill when the bit of parchment

1 / was recovered, He stated that he firmly believed that he saw

Z?/ traces of gold or yellow metal on the bit, though he had never

’ made that sTefement public. He said that he had been induced
to return in 1931, because of his earlier experiences and
because of the enthusissm of his son. Chappells Ltd., of Sydney
are contractors, not ranufacturers, I believe.

e ———

5 Page 88

No comment., 0K

6 Page 89
No comment, OK £

7 Page 90
I1ss Stewart has in her possession a bone bostn's whistle found
at the shore on 0ak. I have a photograph and it is gquite

ﬁ ancient, I believe it was found in dirt excavated by Chapnell

i at a center point above theCoffer Dam, According to local

gossip, Talbot spent most of Miss Stewarts money on local
females and liquor,

T ———

J 8 Page 91
No comment, 0K
Question = Paragraph beginning "Zunbrunn's theory", Do vou rean
Zumbrunn or Nixon, If Zumbrunn, why introduce him later after
relating Nixon's plan



Mot Vol o
Page 92
According to my records the dye used was green and both Chaprell and
I thought we found traces of the "green'" dye in our resrectlve shafts,
on old timbers recovered. I met Nixon and formed a distinct impression
that I should disbelieve anything he had to ssy as to his drilling.
Judging from the equipment exhibited I would doubt that any deep
holes were ever corpleted,

y/’Page 02 A
Wo cormment - OK

/ Pore 03
1897 is wy birth year
upﬂﬂen Tron Construction Co, Hillside, N,J., Fabricators and
Erectors of Structural Steel
See no reason for referring to nmunicipal accounting. Suggest vou
/A’leave that out, stressing the engineer rather than accounfﬂnt

V/Page el
"summer of that year" - probably you meant to say - Summer of the
following year

J/ Page 95
You can mentlon the price used in my purchase of the land, It was
®5000,00 to some eight or nine heirs, NMrs Sellers having pasced on,
ink I would prefer a definite anount rather than the deSCvl“fwon
of a "fancy price"

o Page 96

No Comment OK

Page Q7

I would use the resemblance to putt only. Some cf it was used to
” rutty the windows in my shack, gannot subscribe to tale or pumice
/ as 1t had absolutely no resemblance to either substance, In the
/ semi=-circular tunnel my recollection is that sore of the tirber was
oak., I would suggest that you indicate that it entered my shaft
on one end and went out at the far end to one side., It was collarpsed
In that the left side and bottom(looking North) had fallen away frow
the top and right side. Also the small shaft mentioned earlier,
terminated in this tunnel, I do not know where you got the exact
dirensions of the tumnel., My records indicate it to be about four feet
square and I would question the six~-foot, four height., e

Page 98

/' All pumping was done from the bottom of the adjoining Chappell shaft,
Sorry, I see that you did get the circle ine. Rest OK. In the second
peragraph I think you mean "until the spring of 1938,

Page 99
No Comment OK



Page 100
No Corment 0K

Page 101

//Kidd's offer was "an hundred thousand pounds", I have a photostat of
/ tfhe original letter to the House of Lords. Will include a transcript
of it, Sorry I see that you show the letters later on,

Page 102
/ I found the drilled stone near the Pit, Blair pointed out the one
/ near Smith's Cove, having seen it earlier. We had reason to believe

there was a second stone near the Pit. Krupp recalled seeing it. It

apperently was lost in the debris of my shaft and we were never sble
to find 1t again,

to ggEEZEéin intersecting the base just off center dividing the base
line about Ii" and 6§, There was also a curved line about three feot
below the base connecting both base points and the pointer line went
through the base line to end at the curved line, I have been told that
this forms an ancient symbol for "life" or "eternity", It is very
significant that the pointer line was to True North rather than the
magnetic North which at this point shows a wide and varying deviation,
Whoweer laid it out wanted it to remain unchanging, A triangle 7x8xl
fitted into the unclosed ends of the lay-out and the line 8 passe

almost directly through the Trecasure Pit location as near as we could
determine,

// ﬁThe Triangle was ten feet to the side with a pointer line directed
/

Page 103

, J’ Wilkins also stated that he had used an o0ld chart of Tierra Del Fuego
‘( as a basis for his drawing, not so much for the design or outline,
\ but for method and pemnmanship,.

/Page 10l
wf No comment OK

Page 10l A

Do you want the Latitude and Longitude. I think I have them on my
v/' original sketchs Why mention them if ya do not give them. I do not b |

recall that they were identifiable as Indo China. Incidentally I newe prif

saw them on the original but got them from a tracing 1

/ You are in error on my conclusione My only conclusion is that Kidd in 1
his wanderings, learned of a very valuable cache, but he was uncertain §
as to its exact location or description. To my mind the vartous charts 3§
are originals by Kidd or copies by sume-one else. I thought the one j
with the triangle mentioned was the most authentic. I also believe

Kidd and his followers searched for the island but failed to locate
153

On my tracing, provided by Wilkins, the Latitude is shown as
"Lat 9 16 N" and the Longitude as "lLong 130 80 E o W"

Pacre 10l B
No comment ., OK



Page 105
No comment OK ’;1

Puge 106
No comment, OK

Page 107
Ne comment. QK

Page 108
No ecomment. OK

Bage 109
No comment, OK

Page 109A
Is this complete? I see it jumps to 110

Page 110
No commemt 0K

srage 111

No comment OKe. Just recalled in reference to your remarks on cornass
deviation. The pointer line of the triengle 18 True North, True North
can be determined but it is quite a job to do 86 though I ar inforred
that any good navigator could do 80, It is strange that the pointer
line should acthelly be True North. I had hoped to find 1% just off
North as I had hoped to detetmine its date of origin by tracing the
probable dcclination at the time,

Page 112
No comment. 0K

Page 113

, Parangreph 1. Beg to object., I am a good dowser and I do not think

11 am illiterate. However I agree that in my tests on 0ak I found the

strangest reactions to be in the somewhat illiterate natives of the
areas I believe 1t to originate in an unknown, possibly electrical

or magnetic force, I believe from my experiments that it is caused By
water in motion, I had good success with any sunple twig, notably,

apple, pear, peach = willow was not so good. Pine and spruce are too
brittle,

Page 11}
No comment, OK

Pake 115
No comment., OK

Page 116
No comment., OK

Page 117
No commrent, OK

Page 118
No comrent. OK
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Page 119 -

I understood from Blailr and Chappell that "Wilson" had been interested
to the extent of putting one or two thousand of his own money into

the Chappell venture, I trie- at various times to co respond with

Mr Wilson and received some very interesting letters from hir. In

1937 and later he warned me that the time was not yet ripe, that he
anticipated further disvlosures and that I w s to wait for a mescsage
from hime I was also informed by Blair that many of his mescages were

in Spantish and other languages, written in a script that Wilson had
to have translated,

Page 120
No comment, OK

Page 121
No comment., OK

Fere 122
No comrent. OK

Page 123

No cormment. Yes there is too., I have a photogranh of the digging of
the original shaft mentioned here, showing a hor:ce operated hoist in
operation

Page 12l
No comrent OK

Page 12l :

Sorry, I still believe the semi-circ ular shaft to have been the

one described by Fraser in his letter in Blair's files, Hamilton
located the Halifax tunnel and followed it to the lower area except for
a collapsed part, but I am inclined to believe that the bunnel in

rmy shaft was that describe by Fraser. I believe that it was abandored
very hurredly just as he describes, as we found quite some evidence

of abandoned tools and equipment, Hemilton found a push track in

the Halifax tunnel but there was no evidence of any such equipment

in the one traversing my shaft

Page 125 .
No comment OK ,

I do not recall that Harmilton deepened my entire shaft., I believe

he put down only one bay, either x 6 or 6 x 12 to the lower depth,
Incidentally, when we resched the bottom of the Chappell shaft in the
first year of my work, we found the driving shoe still in good
condition and pushed the shaft down another five or six feect. We went
into and explored the Chapvell tunnels at that tire but found nothing
of interest excent a piece of drill pipe below the end of Chanpells
digeings That drill pipe was never explained satisfactorily. It was a

separate piece about eipght feet long and laid on an angle, We fourd it
as we lowered the shaft,

I disagree with Hamilton in thst I found fibre at the depth of six feet
ot Swoth's Cove in fair quantity and had it identified as cocoanut fibre
Hewlock bark under salt water will deteriorate rather quiclfly. Cocoanut
fibre will remain intsct alnrost indefinitely or at lesst for an e
established period of over 200 vezrse. I am thoroughly convinced that

the original fibre used at the heach was 2222ﬂ23p




oy s o
\ A b 1 .
X"‘a nl Yo 20 e s

N

cut in pleces of about five inches. T was also convirced fro- ny inter-
view with Capbain Vaughan who was present as a water-boy when the besch
was excavated, He stated to »e that there were tons of it rermoved at
that times His recollectlon was that it wes in a layer about two fect
thick over most of the areca. He of course did not know just what the fiby
wase, There was no evidence of herlock bark in any I recovered. It was
all quite fibrous ard I am familiar with cocoanut XIXXE fibre heving
seen it nurerous times when in Florida, I never found any eviderce of
the fibre in the main pits, I am just as farilisr with herlock outer

bark and can see no resenblance, so add me in as disupreeing with

Pace 126

Harilton had a very vivid imacination hinself, My maipsgbjection to his
work was that he never had any definite plan of fe"overy, preflerring teo
putter around trying to prove the legendary stories,

Page 127
No comrent. QK

Page 128
No cormrent, OK

Page 129
No comment. OK

Bage 130
No comment. OK

Page 131
No cormwent OK




