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Tlrere are two poems that I heve that I tr1'fn-ta"rrarr ha-ve nnt, s(ror, F-,4
I  wt .1 l  a<l r i  thosa l i r  on sepenr te shects .  I  th in t {  y lu- r  c t lo iee of  'p i ;h1 i .she

ls excellent and I think what I have seen <lf your booH ls excellsnt. I
arri too closo to the subject to deten-'rlne veiy a\I;v whet]:e:: or not j"b
tn wld.ol"y sr) .abl"ee though I  &ni  lnel lnet l  to th lnk" i t  shou. l l r l  be.  As a lnst
nuggestlbn I thlnk I woulO arld sonewhere Ln th.e f:oofc,fi. l i f i t"t l ie pursui"t
of the sol-utlon of the r;ystery ls not Jri.st a l iobi:y, i"t j .s s. ::eal snrl en
expenslve enE5ineer l "ng pnob. l "em that  nobody s l6u1d Fpnroech wi thor : , t  * r t
least  $501000.00 ea"p i . ta l  ant l  three yef l rs  t ime arra l la t r ler  An;rhorr r  the
best of luck and do let r.e see the nest of the bock when you ha.ve i. t
ready.

Y\y
Dear l,:!r. Fia:ris:

I
ln perrnltt lng rne to

rrost eert,alnly apnreciated your conf ldenee in  i ie
examine the nouglL draft of your pnoposed book.,I

found lt very lnterestlng and an exeellent piee.L of work. I sha1l dle
great ly pleese<l to a66 tho eompleted Job and eonrnent on l t  at  the
tlme. I have rr:a.de var'fous eovnr,'ents on the wonk you sent me and you
w111 flnd therr enelosod wLth your rnanuscrlpt.

I night suggest that you brlng ln the Baconlan angler but ner.haps
youhave_ lnano l ihe rehan t .o r . I raeo tvedco@-deneef ronr "a11over
the world,  concerne,:J ovor t l re lost  $anuser lpt ,s of  F ' ren r  for
whl .ch there has been almosff ief f i ts
tneasune. Intenested at  the t lnre I  d ld a b1t of  neeeerch along that
11ne and was anazed to f lnd qul te a few l tems that could be t led 1n wlt

/ /Oat< and l ts pecul lan facts.  One that Bacolr  wrote qui te a long art lc le
|  |  o 'a the preservat lon and pnotect lon of  nanuscnlpts.  I  eannot quote at
v,r,the rnomant but the g5.st was that they be wrapped ln cloth, eoatecl wlth
//l pi-ten.r put lnto an Oak conta.lnerl f iLled wl-tlr. aercurye and that the

l(l 0"k containe:r be then burled ln a vau.lted cha:lberp below sea-1ev*1, antl
t " l  the  vau l t  f looded w i th  se l t  waten .0 f  eourse  the i . .e  l s  the  ever  p resent

Baconlan-$hakesp€r.;)r36 controversy a,s to who wrote the playsr and there
ls t i re al ,n,ost  endless l l terature of  the Raeonian scretot ;" '  and the
socS-ety of  thJnker"s f t : r rnder-r  by Raeon. I t  ls  an inte: :est lng angle and
eor:l-d be worth furtlrer exploratlon and lnel.usJ.on in your book.

I  rnJ-ght set you r. lght on nly eonnectl.r. :n wlth t, tre r iystery.l l l  thJnk I
was nevor governed. by lust of tneasune recovery rr,;rseIf .  I  wafitrore
lntenested ln  a so lut lon of  the r r "ystepgr  Did i t  have sorne basls  of  fE,et?
I thought l t  dld. 0r was it  purely a f lgrnent of the l"r laglbatlon and a
n',ongtrorrs hoax? I dld not and do nc,t th$nk so. IJnfortuneately I eorld
not conrplote rry solutlon elther way, though T believe given tvro ; 'ss: 's
t lrno and suff lclont f i , inds I could have er:aeke4 lt  one walr or the otherr
I was never cgnv_lnS_qd from ry research tha-t there was or ever ha.d been
any realtrGasuro. I WAS convlneed that at some tir i ,e, for sorne prrr l lose,
somobody had done a hlghLy complieated bit of engl-neering at the site
s.nd I wanted to f lnd out whyo In al l- of rny assoeJ-at16n with tpe nro.ie.:t
I  have been eonvlneed of only th::ee facts: 1. The truth of the story I
of the recovery of tho parelunent; 2 The truth of the story of the
work found" at the beach; 3 the truth of the coeoenut flbre found
quantlty at the heach. All the rest ls legenclary or3 speeplatlon.
I arn eonvlnced that sone-one dld an enonlolls arroun|.',bf,rwonk there
ver.y early date for s, ' 'me unknovrn ptrtrposar

in
Ilowever.
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. l  bullt a gay-roofed. r. lttre. houso ur?on a sunny isle
Where Heaven 1s very close to l lanth and all t ire wonta I s a-smlle
r t .  took my savtngse every eent,  a l though the cost was sn.al l -
Butr 0h, tho lovoly thtngs r bou,ght and paid for. not at alj.t

I l" crystaL watens that below in sun and shad.w 1Lo,
The oaks that sprawL aeross_ the point and cltmb to meet the skTrStnay wfrnds that slng of othen tl lngs than those our eyes yray s6e,Blue whlsps of fog and ravell lng c15uds that, rleeing, boekon n,e.

whlte suns of rnadr glad Aprllp Octobers wine to quaff
!1 crystal Atumn rnornlngs my heanth stoves craekling laugh,
The sllent stars that maneh- at nlght so close sbove rry headThe sound of rarn-dnops on the ro6f, when- r *. ;;d iii uea

lo" Jolst and been and shlngles greyr r spent nry savlngs sr'ra1LBut on the 1ovoly things cod gav6, ft; put no prlee- at all.

/ l  I thlnk rea.l ly that that ls what oak noant and r:eans to me. r am
ff{ 

deenlV sorcy that I ever tost 1t.

The followlng I reeolved frovn i ' ,{r. i{ubert palner when he wrote methe d'escr iot lon of  the Kidd lv iaps.  FIe adr i ressed i t  ioorn one pl-reteto another '  -  no t l t le is glven

01d Kiddn he bul l t  a Tr"easure Chest
of -ni,ahog&ri;rr thnee-ply nlanks
And he bunle.r  i t  deep on an ls land rr loestrr
Fo:: he neven would trust th"e banks
And the chest was n,ade of  the very best wood
And the ver l r  best  t in- taeks too
fhg loek, and. !h* key anrl the nalls were good
ItTot to speak of  an exeel- l -ent  serew
?"1 the ;r_ears roller5. by, ss the years wll l do
Anrl  the ehest begnn to- rot
The planks hs_rre vrn-,!-r: l"ed t,o TJ,,rhr:nt6o' f lho tJn-tneks l rave gr:ne ?rr ; t  tho scnelv hns not. :  1 , .
So  K l -dd ts  o1d serew o f  i l : ro  be* t  qua l l t y  ,  

- :

A  ne l ie  o f  F l ra tes  and Treasure  ; i r ,
I{as cone haek to youx 'rcith a. wlsh for yoyr joI1 it;,
An<l  t t0he:tst t  f lowj-ng ovela wl th pS_en.surL i " :  "  

, . .

Joyss Ci lover .
sent to Paln,er one chr, lsf ,nas bl ,  a l i t t l -e gir l  n.dr i i i ,er  r ry l th ahu"ge antlrlue screw.

:r "j

W
I do not krrow the nanre of the author of this poem. I found. it on thewall of the Swedish Inn Ln Ch.esten ln 193?, **au seve:.at al-teretionsto f i t -nry personaL Lnterest  and have ehert inea i t  ever s lnee. I  srnsure the author was a woman and was I believe fror Newfoundland. Anywayhere l t  ls .  r  do not even recaLf the t l t le,  though i -b. l i " . ru ther.e was.a pleture of  a I i t t le cot tage on a hi1l  wt i f r  i t . - I  ca1led i t  OLi< isfana
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No suggestlon on ehapter head.lngs. All seelit good.

Page 86
rn eonneetlon wlth the Sprague & Henwood. venture, the dr.j. l l
repor t f l  were  s t l11  ln  ex is tenee . ln  1937,  ln  possess lon  o f
s & H. r  was of fered them fon $5004.00. Needless to say that
I did not avall. rryself of the opportunlty.

r  bel teve sorre sort  of  work was clone ln 191"6. At any rate,
when the nra, in pl t  col lapsed(accorclng to Blair .  the Lrea fel l
about elght feet in an area sixty feet in di.ameter) Blaln had
s.-survey mad.e anci r"eeorded on narked stones at{jaeent to the
Pit. You should be ab1e to flnd the survey recdnd ln hls
papers. r locaterl the rna.nke<l stones ln 1936, plotted the
courses and- located the center of the 1916 pit at a noint on
the ocge of our Punp Houslng, ln the Chippell plt.

I ),'."I

I

! l

The 0"T Tul""d i, ly"t""V By Reglnald V. Har"rls

Conunents on manusenLpt - Gl_lbent D. I{edtlen - 
{ot" l9t

y ' | ,  Tl t les -  I  prefen l /  h,  or  # ? but th ink # T the best ol ,  6ny

y'2.

3.

, ,/' l+. Page BJ
Y 0,n1y contnent that occurs to me ls that you eould elaborate

?h Sgg$..$p._ 4t an intervlew in 1937 I wss very niueh
lmpFffi'6ffifffF trts eharacter. He stated to rrre at itrat tll(e

t l  that  ho was ln eharge of  the dr l11 when the bi t  of  parchment
I l l  was reeovened. He stated that ho flrmly belteved thtE-fE;fr
l{f traces_ of go}d or X1e1low netal- on t}:.e btt, though he had never
{,( { rnade that statement pubLLc. I{o sald that he had been induced.

to return ln 1931r beea.use of  h ls ear" l ler  exper iences and
beeause of  the enthnslasm of his sor l r  ChappeS-ls Ltd.  of  Sydney
are eontractorse not nanufacturers,  I  be1leve.

5 Page BB
No comnent. 0K

6 Page Bg
No coii ,ment. 0K

o/7 Page $0'  I t r lgs $tewa:r t  has ln hen poss€sslon a bone bostnrs whist le. found
I I at the. shore on Oak. r have a photograph and it is qulte
I i l  anelent.  I  bel ieve l t  was found in ei l r t  exeavated U: l  Chapnel l
t l t  a t  a ,eenter  po ln t  above the0of fen  l )am.  Accor r l lng  to  1oca l
l '  ' '  gos-"lp, Talbot spent n'ost of irTlss Stewants r' 'roney on l-r:cal

fenral"es and llquor.

(  B page 91
No con:rnent. OK
Q,uestlon - Paragraph heglnnlng trZunrbnnnnts theoryll. Do )ro1l negn
Zunrbrrrnn on Nlxon. If Zunrbrunnr why tntrocluee hli, later after
relat ing Nixont s plan
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Page !2
Aeeordj.ng to my record"s the dye used wa$ groen and both Chapneff s.36
I thougSht we found traees of the frgreentr dye ln our respectj.ve shaftse
on old. t imbers neeovered,. f met Nlxgg and forl ' .ed a dl.stinet irnpnes-aion
that I  shoulr l  d lsbel ieve anyth:-nf f inad to sey as to his dr l l i lng.
Ju<lgl-ng fnonr the oqulpment exhlblted I wou1d" doubt that any deep
holes were ever eorpl-eter l .

Page  o?  A
No eor':rient - 0K

P're 93
1S9? il *V }ilr"th yearl
T{edCen Tron Constnuet {on  Cor  H i . l l "s idee } I .J ,e  Fab: r i -oe tors  and
Ereetors of  Structural  SteeL
See no reason fon neferr l "ngj  to n:unieipe" l  aecount! ,ng.  Suggest ycr:
leave that out,  stresslng the enSi lneen re. ther than aeeortntant.

Page !14rrsummor of that lrea,rtl - prcibably'yor-r rr,eant to -qr::f - Summer of t l:e
following year

Paeo 95
Yorr can rl:rentlon the pri,ee used ln rny pr-:.:rehos;e <lf the lanrl. It wss

ffi,'i"Jlt"';:?::3',ollii,|:'l,i;"I;""ff*:;"ioll"iilgH::;iluil;"
of a tlfancy prieell

Page 96
No Comrnent OK

Page 97
t l  T wou}d use the nesen'blanee to putty.  only.  Son:e of  l t  was used to

.,lI putty the windows ln ny shaek. C-annot subscrlbe to taLc on pur:lce
/ '  as t t  had absolutely no resemblanee to ei ther sub,stance. In the

, d' sen".1-c1rcu1an tunneL nry; necollectLon is that sor":e of the tln:bor was'f oak. I would suggest that you ind.l-cate that it entered rn'y shaft
on one end and went out at the far ond to one slde. It was collepsecl
1n that the left side and bottom(looklns North) had fallen away frorn
the top and nlght slde. Al-so the snlall shaft mentloned earlLer, ?
termlnated ln thls tunneL. I do not know where you, got the exact
di"rrensions of ttre tunnel. lgr ree.o::ds lndtcate lt to be about foun feet
squaro and I would qriestlon the slx-foot1 foun helght.

.  I tage 98
/ All pumplng was dono from the bottorn of the adjolnlng Chappell shaft.'  Sorryr  I  seo that you dld get the eirc le in.  Re*qt 0K. In the seeond

pane"graph I thlnk you nrean rruntl l the sprlng of 1938.

Page 99
No Comnent OK
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Paqe 1OO
No Con.rnont .0K

, Page 10L

li l W.offen was fran lurnd:rerl thousand poundsn. I h.ave a photostat of
/f 

'  f!"^orlginal l"etten to the House of Lords. Will lnclude i tr.anse:ript
tl l  of lt. Sorry I see that you sh.ow the lette::s later on.r {

Page 102
ll T found th
ll l  near Smith
l l l thene was
l l t  appanently

to fi"nd lt

e
, l g
g

Q:1]-1ed stone near the
Cove, havlng seen l t

seeond stone near the

Plt ,  BlaLn polnted out the ona
ear l lern lVe har l  reason to bel_ieve
Pit .  Krupp necal ler t  seelng l t .  I t
of my shaft and we were never able

ehart of Tlerra Del F\teqo
the aestg@

was lost ln the d"obrLs
agaln.

t/
i (

Tr ,e@wagten fee t to thes1dew1thapo l .n te r11ned1ree ted '
i9 ErWFF intensec!-r"e the base Just off i:enten dtvidrng the ua"e
-r1le aoout +" anct O#. Thene was.alsO a cur"ved llne about three feet
bolow tho base eonnectlng both base polnts and the polnter l ine went
through the base llno to end at the Lurved. llne. I iravo been told that
thls fonms an. anelent syrnboL fon rrrlfe[ or ,b!"orltyrr. rt ls very
slgnlficant that the pointen llne ?-s-to T:rue North nather than the
magnetlc North whl'ch at thls polnt shows a wld.e and varylng dovlailon.
wtroYuBn lald lt out wanted lt to remain ggpg3E*gg=c e ti"raigre ?x.B3!1_ 

-

f1 t ted1n to theunc1osedendso f the1ay f f ie1 ineB"p* 'E6E
almost dlrect3.y th:nough the Treasure Plt location as nean as wo could
deterrnlner

Pase 103
lTllklns also stated that ho had used an old
as a basis for hls drawlngl rrot so mrch for
but fon method and penmaniLip.

, 'Page 10h
No comment 0K

Page LOl$ A
Do you want the Latltude and Longltud.er I thlnk I have thern on try
orlginal sketch. Why n entlon them lf yar do not glvo them. I do notrecaLl that they sgre ldenttf labl-e as Ind.o chlna. Ineldent""ify t--neve nsaw them on the onlglnal but got then from a traclng

You ane ln error, on ny conclusi.on. My onJ-y conclusion ls that Ktdd inhls.wand'enings, learned of a very vaiuablb cactree but he was uneertaln
as to lts exact locatLon or desci' lption. To my mind the vartous charte
are orlglnals by Kldd on coples by sr..,me-ono eiso. r thought th; orru

the tnlal8le mentloned was the rnost authontlc. I alio belleve
and hls fol"lowers seanchod fon the ieland but faile<l to locate

i

9! T'y^tnac1ng, pnovlded" by Wllklns, thettlat 9 16 Ntr and the Longitude as itlong

Page 101+ B
No cor"unent . 0K

t((/

{

|{
wlth
Kldd
l t .

Latltude ls shovrn as
l30BOuowt r
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Page 105

No eonrnent 0K

Pr,g€ 106
No eonment. OK

Page I07
No comment. OK

Page lOB
No eonment. 0K

Bage 109
No comrnent 

" 0K

Page 1094'
fs  th ls  conp le te?  I  see  i t

Page 110
No conmenit 0K

: 'age 111

Page }il+
No col l t i : l€ f l t .

Pa$e l_J|
No eomment .

Page 115
No conment.

Pago  117
No con,ruent .

Page  118
j, io eomr,ent.

OK

OK

Jurnps to 11"0

f

lll
No connent oK. Just recall-erl ln reference to your remerks on eorpgssdevlation. The polnter l lne of the trlangle fi qgfg__Ug"rh. Tnre Northcan be deternined but i t  ls_qui te a job Eo-ao-"f f iugh r  ar :  inforner l
l l"t any good navigator coulci <1o so. It is strange that the polnterl lne shor;ld actt.ally bo Tnre Nonth. I ha,i hoped Eo find it iusi 

"irNorth as I had hopec to detetrnrlne lts date oi onrertt-uy tru*irrg ih,probable c l rc l lnat lon at  the t imo.

Page L1z
lio eorment. 0K

Page 113
Parangraph 1. Beg__to obJect. I  an a good, d.oweeln and I do not think
I_y_*11*:i:!:: _I?':"": r. asn_ee thafTnTy-te;ts--on-oak r found rhe
: l l l"s:*f lgactlons. to bo ln'the uo**'h*t iri i i""r[" 

"Iti i"i"l i*griarea' I  bel leve l t  to- or lglnate ln an unknorynr posriury erectr ieaion.nagnetic foneo. r bol- levo frorn ay €xpertrnents th;t  i t  ls caused'  + v  4 D  L / g r / l i i c i l - ,

:::i: 
tl-:3rtli:^I 

!".1,99:.q .19:""": wriir any aunpre twre, notably,
lo;: ;;";-;;" ffi;'";; "lll'ioo

l r n {  { - } 1  ^brL t t le .

"l
hy

OK

OK

OK
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P a g e  1 1 9  
l . - i t - ' ;  

' i  : r l '  : :  :  '

r uncierstood from B=Lqln anri chappeLl that "Wil*.dr had. been interesterlto the extent of . puttlng one on- twi thousandTFls own popox lntothe Chappel l  venture.  I  t r le '  at  var lous t ln,es to eo* ' responcl  wl thlv l r  Wtlson and neeeJ.ved sone very lnter"est lng let tens f rorn h111. fn

3::,*"il:r"g :::rl::^u1::1::li-: a$ !h;i.-r ;,,--io f,Jit' i5i'""ffi;_"E"r  v y l  r )  v v  r v t l r r ,  I ( J I .  a  m g s s a g e

l :" ' l-:1T:,r-::"^31:: ]1f9l*ea bv Blal:: th;t nanv-oi-l ' is ne".*g"u-*L"u
ln F+!!$sb ana othe
Eo have uranslatec i r

other languages, wr l t ten ln a scn&pt that  Uf i :l son had

Page 120
1$o eonrnent. 0K

Page 121
No comment.

Palre I22
No eontrrrent.

Page 123
No con l ren t .
the or ig lnal
operat lon

l'age l,zLy
ITo eonr ent

Page 121+

OK

OK

Yes there is  too.  r  have a photograoh of  the d igr l ing of
shaf t  nrent i .one. l  here,  showing a--honre ope.rater l  hro i -q t  ln

tl

tll

r//
f i l

OK

so: : ryr  I  s t i " l l  be l leve the sern l -e lne u lan shaf t  to  have been theone <lescr lbed 
! f  . - ry leg ln hls let ter  Ln Bt; i ; i * - i r l iu""  r iani t ton]"oeated the Hallfax tunnel and foll.owed it to trre iower area exeer:t fona co l lapsec l  pant ,  bu t  r  am lnc l ined to  be l leve  tha t  t ; ; ; r ; - ; ^ ; ; "nv  shaf t  was  tha t  descr lbe . ' i r y  ] j ' raser .  I  be l ieve  tha t  i t  was  aben. .onedo?"y.hurredly iuut  as he desenLbes, &s we found qui te sore evLt jeneeof abandoneC tor;l.s e.nd equiprnent. framllton found.'a-pusfr track lnthe l iallfax tunnel but there was noTddilee of any'suetr equlpnentln tho on6 traver.s ing nry shaft

Page l?-5
l,lo eornment 0K

,
I

. t
t

I  do not  recal l  thut  } lar r r l l ton r - leepener l  r ly  ent l . re  shaf t .  I  be l i^evehe pnt down only one dlFiJliher 6 x 6 o' r-, r 1 ? t.n *ha .r a,,,^- .i  ̂ *| :^Y::-l:Yl--""-1I-:"?mtn:I6.x6oi6*-l i ; ;-;;; i ; ; ; '7'LZ,n.
I?:19":!i1i{l when we reaehe.J t}:e borrorn of the Chaplr r r v + \ ' v r r v q r l J t  w r r ' u r r . r r o  r e a c n e o  U f l e  O O E t O l r r  O f ' t h e  C h a p p e l l  S h a f t  l n  t h ef lrst-year of ny wonk, vre fo,nd. the rrrlving shoe sti ' ir ln good1 ln good
:::9i!19n and pulhg_d i!* slraft down anothei flve oo-"i**iuli]*w* wenr

: f^11: : . " : l^ :* : : :1."  l ruce of  dr i l l  p ipe betow tr re-end of  charpelr i. r r ^ s , - . } . / e * r  t

l lg l l lg: I l?t-dr l l r ,  plpe- was never eip- lained sarisfactor!_ly. rr  was
as  we  lowered  the  sha f t .

a
i t

T dlsagree wlt !  
Yarnl :"Frn in th.ert  I  found f ibre ar,  the r lepth of  s ix feetr : t  sniothts cove-Ln raln l r tantLt ,y-an<l  har i  :FlE'ent i i i *c B.s .o<"oannt f lbri lo t r lock  bark  unden sa l .b  water  w i t t  r t r , . te r io ra te  ra th l r  q r rJe$ ly .  CocnsnutfT6ff i ITn"enrain lntaet afn,ost  lndef in l teLy or at  Le: .st  for  &n eestablisheri per'"iod of r:ver 2oo ye.:.re. r arn tiroroup:hry eonvinced th.atthe or i .g lnal  f lbre used at  th.e ; - .gsal f t  uyas eor:ocrnut

www.oa
kis

lan
dtr

ea
su

re.
co

.uk



h , i : i
l  !  r I !  l rrl' ": i / ti-

;

eu t  l n  p leees  o f  abou t  f i ve  i nches .  T  was  a l so  conv inee rJ  f ro r " : : - r I  l n te r -
v j " ev lw1 thc@howasp re$en tasav ra ' t e r -boyw} ren t t ebepch
was exeavated.  He stated to  r "e that  there were tons of  i t  rerove, t  a t
that t ine. HLs reeollectlon was t l :at l t  wls ln -hyen about tvro {g5_qthlck over most of the are&. I ie of couJsre r l lr ,r,  not know ju-st wbEiltne"f lb
f,a";There was no evlden"ce of hen:loctr t ,art Ln any I recovenecl. f t  wes
all  Al i te f lbrous and I arn famtl. ian wlth eoeoan:..rt  EXfXi{ f jbre ha'r jng
seen i . t  nurrero l ls  t lmes when j . r : .  F l .or ida.  I  never  found any ev- iCene€,  of
the f ibre in  the rnai .n  p j . ts .  I  n .n j r rs t  a . ,e  far - i l iar :  v i j . t? :  her" lcck ouher
ha.rk  an<i  epn,9e$ no ref je i l ,b lanr :er  so ar ]d  rne 1.n a_s d isagreeingl  rnr l lh
l isn i . l  tor  
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r . re t " .Y  v . i v ' i  r i  i r "n r ' ' !n i l t , i  o r t  '1  , , i . l ' per f  f  "  
I , , , t v  I  r r i  , r  nb  je . . t i .o r t  t .O 

' t t l ,S

he ner /en  1ra f l  gpr r  r lp f f l l ^ '1  t ;e  r - r  rn  c ' t f  re , 'o \ re t "y ,  3 : r . "e f t r r r j . r l , :  t c :
t r "y ' ing  to  p rove  t i :e  1 .eg ;enr3nry  s to r " ies"

www.oa
kis

lan
dtr

ea
su

re.
co

.uk


