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By IVAN aHOR’lL[FFE
Staff Reporter

BRIDGEWATER — A Halé
‘{ax pathologist has confirme
that I:E would be possible for
tuman flesh to- be preserved
“gver a very long period of
Yime,” buried in the moist
ciay  below the surface of
world-famous Oak Island.

The statemenf was made
ioliowing the spotting of what
was believed to be a human
fand by a submarine televis-
ion camera lowered 212 feet
the surface of the

Bay Island.

Dy, Jap Maxwell said that |;
inaer certain moist condi-

liens, a process could take

slace which in time woull”

nauge the fat into a_wax,

tiercby preserving a human
borly.

In the meantlme, Dan
Blankenship, project manager
for a group of Canadian and
American business financiers
know as Triton Alliance Lid.,
who has been spending
Christmas and New Year's
with members of his family in

Miami, is expected lo return |
13 Nova Scotia’s South Shore |

late next week.
In a telephone couversation
from Florida yesterday, Mrs.

. Blankepship said that her
{ husband was ill with the flu,

but that work on the Island

will be resumed and carried

on through the winter.

Beofore leaving for his hol- ||

| | idays, Mr. Blankenship said

| that the search for the trea-
- sure would go on now that the
| TETEVISICT probe had proved to

| ‘um that “Dal\ Island is no

"iree che:.ts a pick, aud

A }"Dwfl logs were. spotted on the _'
he said,

elevision monitor,

|

This, plus other discoveries,
has made the Miami contract-
ing firm owner more deter-
mined than ever to carry on
with the search. )

It is nof the money that he
and his partners are striving
for, he said. Their goal is to
uncover the mystery which
has attracted world-wide at-
tention since 1795, when three
hunters discovered a ship's
block hanging from a tree
limb above a depression in
the earth surface.

Since then, dozens of ex-

peditions have explored the:

128-acre’ island, located 43

miles west of Halifax in
Mahone Bay. Fortunes have
been spent trying fo unlock
the reason for all the ancient,
flooding .tunnels and other
workings which have tantal-
ized adventure-seekers into
believing that these could be
for no less purpose than to
protect a vast treasure hidden
somewhere on the island.
Many wealthy and famous
persons have invested in dig-
ging for pirates’ treasure on
Oak Island. One of these was
the late Franklin D. Roose-

velt, president of the United

States.
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Hand in Oak Island poss&ble

Dr. Maxwell -warns that
there isTo time to lose, if it
was a hand which showed on
the monitor at the 212-foot
level. He is anxious, he said,
‘wrﬂm_@su&

etermine 1ts age, offering to
d0 anything he can to assist

Mr. Blankenshlp in iis Te-
covery.

There is a danger, the h
%athologlst of the Ha[&gg

irmary explains, that de-
terioration co)ﬁﬁ take place

now that it has been sus-
pended in water.

1t is believed that the hand
was torn free of a human

body Dy the drill used .in

MKIng the 26-f00L snaft.
“The great problem is the
silt in the water in the large
cavern where the objects were
seen on the monitor. Soon
after the camera disturbs the
area, dense silt makes wew-;
ing impossible.

Mr. Elankenship would like
to go down and explore the
cavern himself, but this can-
not be done until the next
phase, expected to cos 000

€en _carrie =

e one pump has heen '

used drawing more-than 1,000
gallons per minute has ak
ready been installed, Mr.
Blankenship believes that an-
other powerful could do
{fe EicE_. making 1t possible:

to keep the underground

cavern in the bedrock free to-

explore.
The current operations were
moved last summer from the

of the previous diggings had
taken place. Mr. Blankenship
did not give reasons for th
shift.

Triton is investing $500,
for the Oak Island exp
ation, Mr. Blakenship sai




