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By IVAN SHORTLIFFE

WESTERN SE0ORE — What
appears to b2 the first con-
crefe evidence 1nal a freasure
of pirates’ gold or the long-
lost wealth of an ancient
civilization lies beneath the
surface of Oax Island, has
been spolted by & submarine
Lelevision camera lu\\'er_rd_gg
fect ; <
chamber_below iae bel

A series of pictures show
faint outlincs ¢f what project

manager Darn Blankenship
says he is ccrigin are fhreg
chests, one having a han(';ie
on the ond and a curved lop.
Reside anotlier of the chesls
or boxes, he says. is some
sort of lool, not uriike @ pick-
axe.

Another view clearly shows

lei - on the fleor of
_the chamber. re_than 40
feel deepar t any previous
WFeasure secters had ever
- explored, M. Blankenship
said. !

A more grucsome revelation
by the camera probing the
same cell was the appearance
on the monitsr of a_human
hand, partly clenched, sus-
'T:T:Tﬁ‘cd in tha waler, Mr.
Blankenship said

Startled by

at he saw,
AMr. Blankenship said he sum-
moned all his wezxers, one hy
one, into the shack housing
the TV monitor. Each man
confirmed that he hand, still
covered with flesn. had what
looked like a_siash mark
across the back, while below
the mark (he manaled flesh
suggested it had teen lorn or

chopped from the wrisl, Tie
Sﬁlé. = -

The workmen were told lo
try to manoeuvre the camera
into a position snowing the
palm, but in this eperation the
ohject was moved siightly out
of range, he said.

Mr. Blankensiip said he
sought the acvice of cxperls,

who told him  that under
certain conditiors it would he
si op b - e

roserved, especiaiiy if it had
Ecl.-n embedided moclay, sueh
as s ol A ¢ depthe an
Ok leband LDemaoan
have  causen tae hond b
broak loose intw Uig waler.

Mare convinced than ever
that his findings are imporl-
ant. the Miami construction
campany owner says it is not
the money he and his parl-
ners are striving for. Their
noal, be said, is to uncover
the mystery which has baifled
the world since 1793 when
three hunters discovered a
ship's block hanging from a
{ree limb. above a [aint
depression  in the island’s
surface, b,

No amount of talk wiil ever
canvinee Mr. Blankenship that
the Ireasure, il there 15 ong,
is that of Captain Kidd.

For one Tane, he says. Kidd
was a buccanecr for only five
vears; and secondly. he de-
finitely did not have enough
men to build the underground
maze of man-made tunnels
known to exist on the Lunen-
burg County island.

<1 1 thouzht for one minute
that it was Kidd's treasure we
are looking for, 1'd pack up
this afternoon and leave,” he
said with a smile.

Explovation of the 128-acre
island, some 45 miles west of
Halifax in Mahone Bay, is
being financed by a group of
Canadian and American
financiers and  businessmen,
who n 1963 formed a comp-
any known as Trilon Alliance
Lid., investing $300.000 to
tmcover the truth, once and
for all.

D,‘d ontreal Dbusinessman

avid Tobias, is president of
Triton, While Mr. Blankenship
canducts the on-the-spot oper-
ations.

*Other secarchers in the
past have concentrated tloo
much in the area of the

noney pil.'! said Mr. Blank-
enship. He said the cntire
izland must he studied before
actually altempting to re-
trieve whatever lies buried
tiere. Onee the age-old seeret
of the flooding svstem is
revealed, the problem will be
a relatively ecasy one, he said.

‘Ihere is no denying the facl
that this flwding svstem
caists, Esidense ol 1t bas
been upecovered ail around the

i i . i e S N i




Lo

I

I
{

Island. Tunnels running from

beaches many feet inside the |

island are constructed in a
way that they flend, prevent-
ing diggers from reaching
their goal.

The Triton exploration
earlier uncovered an exten-

sive wh x at Smill's,
Cove. have been
uncover etl on the opposite side

of the_is

Al Smith's Cove, a row of
?_gﬂgm_mgs were exposed, 160
cet long, notched exam_-
avery -four feet, each marked
with a Roman numegal, Mr.
Blankenship said.

Laboratory tests on weod
:mples taken from the work-

gs indicale they are af least
250 v old, he said.

Emong many inleresting
bits and pieces of material
brought up by the Triton
drills in the money pit area,
were thin picces of metal, he
said. R e

This turned out to be low
carbon, cold hammered stee

one side apparently cemented
to woad, the olher exposed to

o} water, Mr. B]ankenship said.

- This steel is theught by
experts to have bccn I.I'sed as
a tive g _fo

0:.(!5‘ or chests, 1n an atiempt
(5 make Thent water-tight, he
said.

The lab report indicates the
sleel was produced before the

ml?ﬂlg 1IC0's. he said.
; e complele lack of oxy-

gen in the underground cham-
bers kept  lhe sleel pliable
until it had been expesed to
the air for & shorl time, when
it hardened, Mr. Blankenship

* gaid.

s

Television cameras were
brouzht to the site for the
first time thie summer, fol-
lowing the discovery of cavi-
ties or chambers below™ the
Bedrock at a depth of 212 feet.

Asked how tunnels could
have been made in bedrock
mare than 200 vears ago, Mr.
Blankenship said that the rock

on Oak Island is aphydrite, l ,

Other finds include two
Fairs of shoes, one about size
Mr.  Blankenship said,
“while a smaller pair had
metal evelels, such as were
worn in Spain during the
peried when Oak Island is
believed. by at least some
pecple, to have been a maze
of aclivity.

As the work continues, it
appears that the island was
used as g communal bank by
pirates, Mr. Blankenship said.
One pirate alone, Mr. Blank-
enship said, had as many as
80 ships unders hiz control.
This could cxplain the wvast
wharf _structures which have
been uncovereq this year.

Scientists al the Smithson-
ian ‘Institule in Washinglon
Tave told Triten that a

—

found on the island. is
Ir.t'mcal to those found at
enlrances to pirates’ com-
munal banks in the Indies,
Mr. Blankenship said.

There are others who be-
lieve searchers someday will
find on Oak Isiand a vast
JInca freasure which, accord-
"Mz lo Spanich documents, had 3
been loaded en ships sweptl :
north in a hurricane.

Whatever secrets the island
has ledged beneath its surface,
the hard-working American is
determined fo solve them.
During the severe weather
last winter, he missed only
five days work.

-“Do you think 1 would do
this just for money?"" he asks.
“I thrive on a challenge and
what has been found here is
enough lo substantiate that
Oak Island jen't a myth any
more."”
* Kerry Ellard of Montreal,
who has been handling public
relations fer the group, said
in a tciephone interview that
1] COT-
porations, interested in devel-
oping the island, later making
it into a world-wide tourist
attraclion, stand any chanc
al &l of investing in th
operation.

Operations  have all hut
halted on the money pit site,
‘while the Triton organization
studies the mest appropriate
and safest way fo conlinue.

Mr. Blarkenship wants to
be lowered into the chambers
to feel the objeets brought to
light en the TV screen. This

waould ‘help eanfirm what he
believés to be an exciling
find.

Whatever form  the next
phase takes. it will have to be
carcfully caleulated, Si

'gw_ﬁmd in_ desper-
ate attempls lo end the 176-

year-old mystery.
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