
thatrs th-^ one f had back iih?Eqrxoxf0f,ntsmxfx{tx
f  our :  fee t .

left h --re?

dav id  -  no ,  the  obher  day"

dan - seens to ne l ike that i ias the hole but irn not dure david..
t ltefets a hole (cavity in the earbh hehind re casi,n3) up above
ne. I reached ny hand up to pu1l the ctaJr out and therers a big
hole above, lhe daltn clay stopp-^d trp the hole. Nor', i f I could. only
get that open. Ird need another hole in (through the casins higher
up). T ' d e;ive anything if I had a cf ear hole (in th-^ casing) do\,,/n
be lou  me to  chuck  ih is  s tu f f  ( rnud)  ou t .  As  i t  i s  now boy  I 'm
going to get nothin€j but a face lu1l of nud because ltm going
bo have to  jus t  f lush  ou t  ( the  ho le )  s t ra iBht  (ahead o t  b in ) .

(nan starts feeling l ieces of earth Ceopping on him frorn
some! /here  up  in  the  ho le ) ,

Dan - yourre going to have to bring me up a bit. l i iow bring me
pp another foot please. (|.hen he sltarts screaming): BRTITG ME
uP; BR]NG ME U?i BRlri iG l,rE Up; OUT, ouT, outt, ouT, ouT, ouT, ouT,
OUT, OIJT,, OUT. (in the background rocks and debris can lte heard
fe f I ;n -  do ,u r  a -ound  daars  4eco) .  I ' 1 "  O f ;  B -q . : tG  I  OUa,  OUT,  OU_.

w

david - T thi nk
about three or

dan - when Jrou

:franscrib(!. l tape of conversaiion beir,/een pg and David
Fl ankenshi r i '  i t ^  r an  wac  do  Jh  i r  D^ -ah . - ^ , ] 3 .  j .  r 5 t  " - " -

ancl- casin3 started crushin: at 95 feet almosl ira!.-, i4n hin
in the hole. l lhis took place fiErtx$ab tlobember 25, 1976.

(tape has a lot ol hissj-ng noise in Irhe backJround;
causcd by  a i f  hose dan is  us ing  to  c lear  ou t  sna l l  cav i t ies
that have been found behilC iae caFing. Th-^se l"rere inslected
altef cu,r-j, ing orit one-foot diaf!eter hofes wiih a .borch.)

dan .. otkay, I said ther.ers a i{a11 out ther:e (beyonrl . lrhe caBing
l.qhere dan is r,rorkin3) and I{.s6 r,re'l l  try and lind it david. Irm

Aoj,ng to have to bloi"r as nuch nud out as I car f irst. I don't
knov/ how deep you bad this one (ho:l-e); f have no idea hor,r far
back  ( the  ho le  vent ) .
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l tM CK; BRING },lll OU!l, BRTNG I,1,1 OUT, lRIl'IG I{X OUT, BitING M-lC OUT;
TrM OKi KnxP BRIIjIGING l,{l l  OUT; DoNrT StOP; SRII,IG I'1X UP; IT|S STTtt,
OVnR lff ITllAl (the mater::r',al that ' s f alling) ; OVIIR l4Y H:-41i BRING
L, I !  I lP .  ! loa ;  ho ld  i t ;  f  see  l t  ( the  c rush ln [  scc t ion  o f  cas in f  -

he 's  now jus t  above i t  a t  about  90  fee t . )  ldhoop!  Ho ld  i t .  l vhoop l
0 t ,  b - i - :  ne  o r - r ' ;  l r vo  h 'd  c ro ] l .  h  ' o -  on -  oay .  l )asy  now.  rve

had enough foT one day. l, l I jOOP! I 'm shuttin dolrn the oihel pu[rp
'n^  L 'a , r ' r  .hA. r .  iha  , : . - . - -  ( in  the  1O-{  cas iag) .  l iHOOp!  What

? ^ r  r ^ r { r  T  I , r s  ^ r , . . t ^ _  : h  t h F t  a : e s s u r e  : t n a l

T was ready for it. Alnost. I never thought that she lrould go

about ai the 95-f oot level. Ithoo ! T r,,.as a goner. lrLlhooup ! llrhoo !
l rm g lad  i t rs  me down here  and no t  you .  ! , lhoo  !  N ine ty - f i ye  fee t
dolrn the casinj broke. Thatrs hol"i co.rle she carne (the earth) on
Itop of m)' head David.

david - It broke?

I
i

i

'

I

d r h  -  ! - l h t l - l e  L r h \ r

m a r  l i 6 o / r  / ' ] . -  - +

+ 1 r . +  ^ h a  f  n r . n n l

' r r as  say ing :  l e . .  6o , i nq ,  l { ecp  -o i nF " ;  above
h 6 , ^ -  h ^ i c l ^ , - l  ^ r r F  ^ a  + h a

op  a .  I  i  -  p l l  - d  ouL  o  ' oL - . )  f an  -  shu t

o f f  and  1e t  t he  o iho r  one  go .

dqv id  -  t fe  cas ing  acbu . l l y  o -o l .e?

dan -  Yeah.  l  donr t  th ink  she broLe;  T  th ink  i t rs  jus t  a  c rack .
lei ne doun again nhile I 'm all wet, F{deE*t].!c*!d and Trll- f ind
ouf .  l  donr t  n ind  i t  nor , r .  Thank  goodness  I  wos  l ra tch j .ng  i t .  T

lrant to go dor.rn belo'r and see holr bad it is. Phev! Tou should

see the  pressur :e  on  the  bo t l  on .  The ho le  you , !ade ( in  tbe  cas ing)

i t re  a  b i3  ho le ;  L -he  one you go t  tha t  rock  ou t  o f .  A11 th i6
shit (earth) stuck out tbat far. A1f the uay out of the casing
to  the  n iaL , i le  (o f  thc  i -o - I  ho le ) .  That ' s  r " rhy  I  sa id  [e t  me above
thq1t. Thank E6&x god you had me ebove that, and I \,ras \datching.
J .oo :  , l l e  us l -  o ro .  , r :ouBL r r i c  nud  i  t t s i c " ,  t t . j . k  -ud .  lF i s

ruhole thing is gettin3 reacly to cave. (nan at this point hadnrt
reafized what had haplened - that tbe nhole casing est'x at 95 feet
had been cr:ushed like an Fgshdt*x egg she1l fr:om the presure outside"
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(Dan starts baclr dori/n the ho1-^ again) Dan - Irrn luughing
no1,r b111,- I rnasnrt laughj ng Coiin there because f di. lnrt kno\{ \^rhat
uas  happ- -n j . .g "  i /ha t 'd  Dan ( t tenskee)  tLo ,  shr r i ;  c f f  tbe  compresEor .?
Dld lan shirt off ,, 'he compressor?

David - Yeah.

Dan - ,rIe should have i1, dEE
. . - -  w ;dou ' r t  ^: r i l  -Fx -+  i l ^ - .  : o i j - ,  r ro l

j o in t )  t ha t r s  a l l .  Ra ise  me

comf resso r  on?

lav id  *  l l o r  he  hasn r t .

u.
on.  ( lor  

Q " , l r l r r ; .
Voa!  I rm h tqng up  04

up a  l i t t1e  b i t .  Fas

( l]av1ar ]s
a  f i t t ing  (ve1d

l)an got th-^

Dan -  i je1 l  te f l  h in  tO pu t  thc  co .1pr -6ssor  on  p lease.  I f  there 's
bad air do\./n there I want the compressor on. f can't sn-oll anythins
bad" But it uould help to clear it up a
eas /  do^ -  i t .  o ' '  i t  dav io ;  soT-b  in f ' .
( c r ^ .  h1 " -  r o i sc  e l J_01e  on  . t  : . ^ - \ .  -
'.----:- - :_ - r--_!.+;- '

" r  ou - \ ,  do ' 1 ' t  i l .  D  o  / oL  ^e -  .Dh  L  b i g

Dav id  -  Yes .

Dan -  My god you sLou ld  see the

i t r  eas j r  does  i t ,  easy  do-os  a t .

a  f i t t jn$ .  Ok nor , r  jus t  a  sec ;  ok

1 i t t 1e  b i t "  A l l r i gh t ,

thui, lping l ike he11.

has to be belor^r 1!]e

thump?

f og do!.rn herc. l lolcL j . t  ,  hol. l

r , f oa ;  up  a  1 i t t l e  b i t ; I i . a  on

d.or,rn easlr. Dor,r easy. f dcntt
here. I aonlt knoli lrhai thc

uere  -qmar t  ue 'd  1e t  i t  Ao  t i l t  the

lan  *  Boy ,  therers  a  f  o t  o f  smoke L5-^1o!1  ne  too .  I lo fc l  i t  now,
I vant to look at this (velding) joint just dor,rn belor.i me. I
shou ld  have wa i ted  un t i -1  i t  c lear . , ^d  up ,  cause i t rs  a l l  Ex  foc :y
lrorn that sbuff that fel1 doun. lo\rerE m-^ dol"In sfol,r please.

Ho ld  i t  un t i l  l1ook  a t  th is  jo in i .  That ' s  the  one yor r  ! " re lded
so nuch.  Okr  no . . i  tha t  lookrs  a l l r igh t .  Boy  i t ' s  a , r fu1  fog ,qy .
lower me dor/n s.l.o-rr" Can you look above you (at the cable on
the r"rinch) an.f s--e lrhether the 9O-f oo b nar:k is orrer:,

Dav id  -  I  can t t  see  i t  y -^ t .

want to Eet pinched (r,, 'edged) rlorvn

casing (belo\'r ') 1ock6 Li-ke. 1l l l 'e
rnornlng/
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David - l i inety foot

nOl, I "

j us t  con ing  over l - h 6  l - ^ n  ^ f  + 1 . ^  / l ^ r r i ^ r .

Dan - Ch , e t i11 go i  a -rrays to Eo then. I can only
se out three fe-ot belor,r t:he bvca,et (t/t nl

\fe

; t he ! ' e rs  so  much  log .

David - You uant to rait t i-1f it clears?

qan

l)avid - Yeah, it '  s

n . h  -  4 l  F i  . L t  I i ^ L ;

l  : '  n l 1  .  ' | u  U f  | : a o  '

s lo l r  ! 1ease .  l ?ea l
c - . r a . l  n ^ n r  5 f + 6 n

4othef, l lavld; ny

no th ing  ye t .

about 'ro feet d.o!rn.

lu t r  -  l l e l l l  I  th ink  t l r . t  r rou ld  be  snar t  to  na i t  t i1 l  she  c lears .
Jusi rake dann sure -tou dcnrt put le C'oun (any low-^r). you

stay right bher-^ and f ccli r le (in posi,, ' i .on). Therers soriething
shaking l ike he1l dor"rn in the bot!-orn. rJhat,overrs f all ing in
ih is  ho le?  i t rs  shak in3  f i ke  he11.  So br . ra t  neans  yo !  go t  a4o re r
,5  fee t  to  go  be fore  you. . , .  You say  i t rs  jus t  comins  or re r  the
top ol tbe derrj-ck! riSht?

D1v io ,  I  .a  '  - -e l r  an .  L r  i r  -  bF I { -E  b ,  l
I canrt sme1l anJ/thing. Lol"rer me do\'tn

s1ord"  I? .a1  s fo \ t .  You b ,^ t te r  be l leve  I tm
having that happen" lori.dtr Donrt tel1 your
god.  I lo l r  nuch nor -a  to  go? I  can ' t  see

David - About 25 feet (to s6t to the pflioot u"oro.

I

Dar - God,is she conlng in David **extrog*( (the rocks andt '
debris are 6ti11 fall ing donn belov/ and au.1ib1e on the tape).
Shers  shak inu  th^  cas ing .  You kno\ , r ,  she 's  ( the  c lebr is )  fa1 l . ing
on the outBi.le (and knocking agnr.inst the casinS). David, T
don ' t  r , !an  b  to  go  d  o lvn  no  nore"  (c rash j ,ng  is  now get t inB lo ld^ r ) "
Br ing  ne  up .  T  . lonr t  want  to  go  down no nore .  T tm ch ickensh i t
ioday .  One t ine  l i ke  tha t is  enough.  Jus t  ca l l  ne  ch ickensh i t .
i^loir, do you hear 1t ihunping. r,trhooo; one rlght afte? anotheri
thump, tlunp, thunp. l/ov do you hear that! (very audjble now).
l lhooo I l,/owl

-to-
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