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Transcribed tape of conversation between Dan and David : ]
Blankenship while Dan was down in Borehole 10~X at 14§ feet 26,

and casing started crushing at 95 feet almost trapping him
in the holes This took place Rmpkxizk Nobember 25, =196

(tape has a lot of hissing noise in the background;
caugsed by air hose dan is using to clear out small cavities

that have been found behind the casing. These were inspected

o)

-~

fter cutting out one-foot diameter holes with a torch.)

dan -

(o]

kay, I said there's a wall out there (beyond the casing
where dan is working) and we® we'll try and find_. it/david, I'm
going to have to blow as much mud out as T canefirst. T don't
know how deep you had this one (hole); I havé,nohidea how far
back (the hole went).

david = T think that's the one I had back Tkrzzyxormfovnyezsiy
about three or four feset.

dan - when you left here?
david - no, the other days

dan - seems to me 1like, Uh&t was the hole but i'm not dure david,
there's a hole (cawity in the earth behind the casing) up above
me., I reached, my hand up to pull the clay out and there's a big
hole above. Mdheldamn clay stopped up the hole. Now, if I could only

get that opem. 1'd need another hole in (through the casing higher
up)e I'd giye anything if I had a clear hole (in the casing) down
below me %06 chuck this stuff (mud) out. As it is now boy I'm

goimg to get nothing but a face full of mud because I'm going

o have to just flush out (the hole) straight (ahead of him).

(Dan starts feeling pieces of earth dropping on him from
somewhere up in the hole),

Dan - you're going to have to bring me up a bit. Now bring me
up another foot please. (Then he sterts screaming): BRING ME
UP; BRING ME UP; BRING ME UP; OUT, OUT, OUT, OUT, OUT, OUT, OUT,
ouT, OUT, OUF. (in the backsround rocks amd debris ean be hesord

| falling down around dan®s head). I'M OK; BRING ME OUT, OUT. OUT
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I'M OK; BRING ME OUT, BRING ME OUT, BRING ME OUT, BRING ME OUT;
I'™ OK; KEEP BRINGING ME 0UT; DON'T STOP; BRING ME UP3; IT'S STTLT,
OVER MY HEAD (the material that's falling); OVER MY HEAD; BRING
ME UP. Woaj; hold it; I see it (the crushing section of casing =
he's now just above it at about 90 feet.) Whoop! Hold it. Whoop!
Ok, bring me out; I've had enough for ene day. Easy now. I've
had enough: for one day. WHOOP! IT'm shuttin down the othér pump
and we'll check the damage (in the 10-X casing). WHOOPR! “Whet
pressure; what pressure! Wow! I was caught in that/pressure and
I was ready for it. Almost. I never thought that she.would go
about at the 95~foot level. Whoo! I was a gonera Whooup! Whoo!
I'm glad it's me down here and not you. Whoe! Winety-five feet
down the casing broke, That's how come she “came (the earth) on
top of my head David.

david =~ It broke?

dan - That's why I was saying: keep going, keep going; above
my head. (dan at this poinf I8 still being hoisted out of the-
hole by david),

(Dan gets to the tépand is pulled out of the hole,) Dan -~ shut
that one (pump)off @fd let the other one go.

dgvid = thelcgsing actually broke?

dan - Yeahe I don't think she broke; I think it's just a crack,
Let,me down again while I'm all wet, Ixswmtkxmimst and I'11 find
olib\ I"don't mind it now. Thank goodness I was watching it. T

want to go down below and see how bad it is. Phew! You should

gee the pressure on the bobttom. The hole you made (in the casing)
it's a big hole; the one you. got that roeck out of. All this

shit (earth) stuck out that far. All the way out of the casing

to the middle (of the 10-X hole)., That's why I said get me above
that. Thank ga#x god you had me above that, and T was wabtching.
Whoo! She gjust broke through with mudj; thick, thick mud., This
whole thing is getting ready to cave. (Dan at this point hadn't
realized what had happened - that the whole casing zxkx at 95 feeb
had been crushed like an Bgahé¥Xx egpg shell from the presure outsides




(Dan gtarts back down the hole again) Dan - I'm laughing
now but I wasn't laughing down there because I didn't know what
was happening. What'd Dan (Henskee) do, shut off the compressor?

Did Dan:shut off the compressor?

David ‘=-Yeah,

Dan - He should have it mm® on. (for supply). (David is

: W VG bt 2 ; . o dl
STil] mawemests Don down. Ho! Woa! I'm hung up on a fit#ing (weld
joint) that's all. Raise me up a little bit. Has Dan gobwthe
compressor on?

David = No, he hasn't.

Dan - Well tell him tp put the compressor fonmplease. If there's

bad air down there I want the compressof Jenel can't smell anything
bad. But it would help to clear it upea (Little bit. Allright,

easy does it. Hold it david; somethiwg's thumping like hell.
(crashing noise audible_on the $Bpe). It has to be below me

though, don't it. Did you hez@$had big thump?

David - Yes.

Dan - Boy, there's a Notw0f smoke below me too. Hold it now,
I want to look &t HWig (welding) joint Jjust down bhelow me. T
should have waitedyuntil it cleared up, cause it's all xx foggy
from that stuff that fell down. Lowerx me down slow please.
Ho}d it untid ™ look at this joint. That'm the one you welded
so much{ Ok, how that look's alliright. Boy it's awful fogey.

Lower me @6wn slow. Can you look above you (at the cable on
théwinch) and see whether the 90-~foot mark is over.,

Pavid - I can't see it yets

Dan - My god you should see the fog down here. Hold it, hold

it, easy does it,; easy does it, Woa; up a little bit;I'm on

a fitting. Ok now just a sec; ok down easy. Dow easy. I don't

want to get pinched (wedged) down here, I don't know what the
caging (below) looks like. If we were smart we'd let it go till the
morningd




David - Ninety foot just coming over the top of the derrick

a long ways to go then. I can only
see david.J, T nly sec bou- three feet below the backeb(“' G"-l—
' e thero so much fog.
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David - You want to wai

Dan = Well, I think that would be smart to wait tilMyshe clears

Just make damn sure you don't put me down (any 16wer)e You

2

stay right there and lock me (in poaltwon)u Therels something g
shaking like hell down in the bottom., Whatevem's*falling in '
e

it's shaking like hell. So thatwfeans you got another

f

3
35 feet to go before you.... You say i’ gNjust coming over the
to h

p of the derrick, right?

David = Yeah, it's about two €e€§ dewn.

Ban - Alright. Now David, ean®s smell anything kbwk but
I'm afraid of gas. I camlt\smell anything. Lower me down
slow please. Real slewe. Regl slow. You better believe I'm
scared now, after b@8ving that happen. Rzmfkx Don't tell your

mother, David; m® £0ds How much more to go? T can't see

nothing yet. i

76 —

David - About 25 feet (to get to the MEBfoot depth.

she coming in David tkkmxfsxdx (the rocks and

still falling down below and audible on the tape). P
She"s shaking the casing. You know, she's (the debris) falling

on’the outside (and knocking against the casing). David, I

don't want to go down no more. (crashing is now getting louder).
Bring me up. I don't want to go down no more. I'm chickenshit
today. One time like that's enough. Just call me chickenshi
Wow, do you hear it thumping. Whooo; one right after another
thump, thump, thump. Wow do you hear that! (very audible now
Whooo! Wow!
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