N

¢ Fape 1

T A
LAl ;‘«1

y -

rs= 1t T I TViT, \J’T“"“!
Liles zu.ul]' to alVOCATY

,

VI T
OCTOBTL, 1965

Fapes 36-39

Lfter visiting Oak Island ang studying its hictory I suspect that
thm whole mystery is due to & natural phenomenon; that the lerendary trecsure
is nor=— Qfl‘;vnt dﬂd t! € 1ys Le“ious osople W, 0 were suppoced to have buriod

arcs CVlQ,LCQ of humar fO?n“aL&hlp on Ouk Island, prior, that is, to 1795.
There is, howaver, plenty of cvidence to show thal an arsency othoer ,

than man has beeor at work on Ouk Island; namely the wind, the cea and an
arg=cld upheaval of the garth'!s crust,

Tha south coust of Nova Ccotia is extersively faulted. Hany deep

fiszures runn ing in‘a&d from the e“ are comaon in that area. There is stroag
evidonce of ¢ extending along the artificial beach,
the tunrel, and @1PHP+ly thro ~h the "money-pit", OUver many thousands of ye::

dopris, weshad in by hirh tides and heavy seas, could have accurmlated in thnis
fault until it has completely filled it up.
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I believe that what the original discoverers found when they lunded on

=

siumping in the debris in the fault. Several feet wide, this filling would be
softer than the s rrounding pround, and give the lipression that it had been
Qug ur before,

Cek Island in 1795 was not a treasure site, bubt orly & sink bole caused by

+& the treasure hunters dug on down and found layers of logs, tronica
fibres and gcegant, they ascurmed bthut these had been put there by man, Yet theé
Tore were rourhly laid without fustenings of any kind. They siill.had bark on
them, &ana bor= ro sipns of human workmanship., Storms and hirh tides, and
luctuations ir the cea level relative to the land which took place from time
to ti.e nver theyecurs could nave frrced the lors into the ficsure and arranred
thaw rourhly in layers.,

The t;gﬂjgal fibre could have come from the Gulp Stream which rasses
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“ery near Nova Scotia. Strong gul:s could have blown the fibre onto the chors,

where it would bacone trapped in tiie fissue in the same way as the logs,
The cewent, concidered one of tle most inportunt clues, was probably
& nalural cement. This can be forwed in the ideal conditions within a fault,

Clay and anzular pieces of stone can be bonded by & natural cementing agent

such as iron oxiae, which forns o brecciu alnost impossible to distinguish
from cewment, That found in the pit was sent to a laboratory for analysis, and
the report thal came buack stated only that it "resembled man-nade cenent",



The treasure hunters juaped Lo some hasty conclusions from the curvsd @
splin) and tne jerky action of the drill, but the action of che drifl woulc
e the same,and the splinters brought Lo tie surface would be curved, wvhether
they came from the side of &« cask or the side of & log.

The "masses of loose metal" the drill revolved in could as well have
becn musges of loocge stones. ho trace of gold or cilver were cver found on

the drill, with the exception ol the three links of the gold chain, which conrot
be produc e,d today, nor cen any eyewitnesses be found who claim Lo have seon Lhen

zince. The parchuent frocuent is still in existence, tut iv could cuite n.sily

have blown into the pit, or been dropped in by a member ol a previous svpedition.
Ur, and this could account for the rold chain as well, it could have rean plunted
urs to

by a pranksier from the town of Chester on the mairlind. Therc are rumo
} p
/ the cffect that the people of Chester, who never helieved in Lhe troosure : Anynow, I’
hav: more thuan once armsed themselves by dropping "

evidionce" in the "monoy-pit",

IV was thou"ht that the romoval of the flat stone at the ninety=iva-Tood
level had causod trie flood of waber into the "worey-nit", This assunriion e

1
nade, as sarlier pointed oul forty 7ears after the "money-pil” Iirst Tlooded,
beceuse someone remembered the mgeldnes on the stone. and when we conoicer the
marxings, they could have been other-than hwien writing., fossibly they were a

[ series of vracks 1elt by e worn eons ago wh:n the sbtons was soft mud.or scratenes

- left by a glecier, or a freck of crystullization. Graphite in solution, tor
instance,will often crystullize on a fracturd surface ir petioerns resembline
writing.

There is no proof that the turnel lradine Lo the beach wus built by man.
No timbers or cther nalericl werec found thal could heve been u\vd to shore up
the sides, IL seems more lilkely that She tunrel is ”ercly “ g ;
sault dipring out to sea. slthourh choked with rubble wien found it would still
admit the passare of sea water, and flood the "monav-pit" further inland.

The artifdciul beach is wlso strongly sunvestﬁve 0 a fault crossine the
island and bvunculng as 1t rune out to sea, Below the high wabter mark th
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would trap such debris as eel srass und the uroplcal Tibre, and bon~sth these <- -

i

heavier stones, The tides, lewing in and oub of Lo Sault, would arrance Lhi
flebris in 2 fur=ilike pattern conversing on ihe lan. sice.
ﬁ ~

« fault may dip at any anele. The one of Uz Island would
verticle, and at the one hundrod and £i“ty-thres foot level the dr
penevrated the footwall and passed out of the "nioner=-rit".
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Wher my husband and I visited Ouk Island my father wes with us, He wes &
civil enginecr and 96010"1 L with filly years experience with Dosco iren mines,
de srotted the fuult «t once. Tt is not cifficult Lo coe how curk o fault could
vive the duprescion of he e Mub=ane, and broasure hunbere oioe ever prone to
fump Lo romantic corelusions. In Lhic cuoe ib ey well be that dnasiration and
« naturad Ciruclure aiced by wind and sea have conspired to creabe a legernd of
surisd treasure that huas cndured for over a conbury and a hualf,

If this sounds fantastic, conegider Sor a momont the al errative; that a
sroup of people prior to 1795, using primitive oquipm :nt, buriszc a Lrewsur

taridred ana fifty feet below the surface of the srourd, far below srqa leve
noveult of timbers and cement to proboct this tre
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sure, and dur o Lunnel one hundr
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yarcs to the ocean with a flooding system controlled by a sumall flat stons.

Certainly there is reological evidonce of a fuult on Uk Island in the
vicinity of the M"money-pit". That this feult is responsitle for the Lunnel, tnz
artificial beach and the firaings in the "money-pit" seems Lo b2 tne most i
istic theory so far advanced. 4 geologicel survey would provide the answer, and
would seem to be the logical step to tuke next for anrone sincercly interested
in solving the mystery., It rmirht well save much more wzsbed monay and hewurtbreck

cnd surely Oak Islund has exacted full measurs of thece in the past,.
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