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Notes on conversation with Dan Blankenship, Aug. %, 1976;
late afternoon at the money pit (ty tsﬁi'q ﬂhnfouW and back at his
house over some home-made wine that evening.

Dan is currently using a churn drill (owned by triton

o

since 1971) in the money pit area, sinking several eight and

]

ten inch holes, The first two he sank in July start

'r'I
off the sides of old casing pipe down arcund 100 fest and had
to be sbandoned. They were oxr a few feet wWest of the Heddan

shaft (¥RBx 12x24 ft wide and 124 ft, deep) and a

northeast of the 1931 Chappell shaft (12x14. T wide and 189 T+,

deep). In effect, pretty well on what is believed to e the money

pite Back in the late 1960's Becker Drilling sapkfseVeral eight

inch holeg for Dan in this same area., Dan recallsythat down just

below 200 feet the drill (rotary type) hit & mebdl plate and

wouldn't zo any further. The driller couddhtedd it was metal

and not reck. A diamond bit was put onp.and J'you could hear the
high pitched wine all the way up thelhill (by borehole 10-x).

0 es to get throughe The plate. By then it was
evening and gquitting time and Hhe @pillers were in a hurry to
pull their string of pipe ouf Wwhich had the core on the bottom).
Just as the string reafhedNthebNtop of the hole (being uncoupled
piece by piece) they. hefrdWthe core sample (the iron) go plop

back down the hole., Therewlias no way to recover ite

Dangtofian(fug %) is drilling the third hole. this summer

in the mep. aced. Ne's now down to 100 feet but says he isn't

terested Infamything he brings up until he gets below the 130-foot
t in 1965-66, He'

efich88 by Dunfield With his. clam, bucke
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to @eftinue The hole throuch bedrock (abeut 170 feet here)
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what he can hit. He's already brinsing

n%-pakeces of old wood eribbing from .earlier shafts, the wood

ing tSe
a8 2 rotten smmzprt smell to 1t, indicating stagnant water and
methane gas down in the hole. As soon as he strikes something

cing, dan plans to put a shaft down in the arez te below
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MJR. will be 89 years old on the 14th of ausust .and
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- sl 3 for his birthdaye.
Bill Parkin is cominc back to osk Island in mid-August
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to do some more tests, Bill has been associated with Triton for
wegre e halas o andantdat anad an dnAtrant oT jE T K | l
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equipment o measure the salinity of the und
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water direction of the underecronnd Flow. =
Elsic el L e undergreund I |low. o8
magna nndercroinnd Lo |
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deteet cavitieces in bedrock or
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Dan tells me of the magnelometer bill SinWenbed that

fits on the end of a 15-foot aluminum pole. One nitht dan and
bill spent all night workng with it in the GwElip (nolan's
s = =3 = oy Lo — i e ~

property) "probing down to see what w.s @own Ehere.” "that'le
T I bing down to see what w.s flic here. that

i T e PR R S e = <=k Ty .
a secret," he says, adding that "nolaf“knew nothing about it."
Dan won't say whether they found ap¥thine of interest with thedir

Drobes,

The Triton .Shaft,Mankein

deep (cribbed) and is 12x6K%t. wide.
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wire was found. Dan Hepesf te return someday and continue

e [ 3 nue

it further down. He aron't say what prompted him to #idx dic o
o - = . R S, o

;\u 4Bl = LA

shaft there (about, 700 Ffeet northeast of the money pit

h 0
he dowsed thofe areas and got very positive rea

e to talk about
n't take it
an "immensge"

AT IR b,
underground system of corridors and flood tunnels, "I wouldn't

his di%ining abili

seriotsly. But

oe ‘surpriged if there were a dozen separate floodine svstems

feeding into the money pit area." He says he knows of two

| .

such funnels that come from the east side of the igland (one
|

|

L%

being the: Tong discovered smith's cove tunnel), The othHer comes

ith's cove from a part of the beach

where dan uncovered another draim-system made up of seven !
dreins, Dan ALse pe7 GerdL) j)od:/ﬂbra ])owﬂ'ﬂ7 ¥ DoREy FLritlecivray
RhL THE OLD SEMAcdss Tiwwdis oo Twe M.A Aece . (Dge o>

PREVIGVSLY BECK (W AND MAREE) Tiwdovt)




T the summer apnd fall of 1970 Stategmen Minine=of

Aspen, Colo., sank twe 26-inch holes for Triton
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ne o? the directors and wnrErx

were hoping to meet him to tuy
and arrange the making of a documentary about: oak island“ang

Triton's work there, They never mzxkx met him as Wayne Wag on
his kezxkx boat (the Golden Goose?) and didn't comesTH the

meeting. Through this dinner mesting with the stétesmeén people
(who were trying to lease this fancy drill to Beiton). Pan kept

asking the president of the ce. if he couldesHpply.a written

®¥ performance suarantee for tThe machine! sy

on Qgk Toland.

"The guy kept telling me that it would(de U0 feet g day. T said

fine, &ive us a written guarantee of only half that; 20 feet

he wouldn't pubt dt8inwritine, Said the machine

AR Sty 1 f

(Y

By

ere was rock

1§ saygs day., "where in the hell can

vou~drill without hitting fwate? or rocks?") #xiEx Anyway,

Dan's bettér judgementpMiioBias ended up signing an. agreement

"Thelwhéle thing must have cost him (tobias)

The dril® arrived on oalk island and the first thing
‘e dril® arrived on oak island ax e first thing
they discoue®edawas that the casing (whiech triton supplied)

or the hole.

from 26%inch casing te 25-inch casing; that was a hell of a job,"
Z
ThenQthe drill put down 'a total of 82 feet in two holes up

1in Whe area of 10=-X, "And it Ttook them three or reur months To
do T." In both cases The Statesmen drill hit large rocks at
some point and couldi't get through them. Dan went

d
o seét dynamite charges, but couldn't work

(e

hole and tried

because of the flooding problem. So Statesmen went home, their

drill =a 1

for Tebizss —faﬁ"ﬂkMM ,&u 6-“/.&-' AM%
b O-K. $m4-7..M,..ﬂM

S tver Soel 1 T olomd!

d the operation proving nothing more than a financial loss
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On This same day, while Ty and
Jane Blankenship at the canteen this guy walks up with a dog
and asks "where can I find Dan Blankenship." Janie asks whv

and who are you. He infigrfluces himself as Charles Milkie (the

guy from Little Liscomb) ‘and says he wants to see Dan "to make
deal with him." Ty asks him what his theory is about oak

island and milkie replies "I don't have =a theory
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sure is." He says it's less than 30 feet deep and
that it was put there around 1670, He also claims $8%kne
the location of several other treasures in islan

Guysborough County. (He later goes to the monevapit sneaking
around the south side of the island to avoid Payaing the $1.50

fee to the girl-at the museum, and sees dand He tells dan that

ALY s - o - -
he's wasting his time digging there andl thel deep. Dan thanks
2 geing I an thanks
him and goes back to work,) Milkie, ingidentally, tells me he

too is writing ZX & book. Tt's abbububhe treasure on 0ak Tsland

slands in N.va Scobia
ova Seo

RBack home Dan goft& throuch todav's 1 mail, including

one addressed to "The Magom, Oszk Tsland, Canada" f?nm some

school children in Mustn@lia who'd read.about oak island in

- ™. . -
Reader's Digest, Tp™T et lots of letters like this but T

themlg T Jtist don't have the time. "

DanYscems to also think that the treasure micht

be Spanish.afidfbe from the 16th or early 17th century.

can't aC"@pt the fact thagpirates did it. They would

=
yrains or even enough loot to warrant

ambition

in Smith's Cove
le in 19'7_2/114_3@? regllsr

storm came up and
about #5,000 to build

11lding it he did discover

m

discovered =

e 7

nore crudely built =mkisx slipway
DWa;

of the island. The smith's cove slipway

i
at were sawn, says dan. He's convinced both
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work currently
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he. and dan will, ™Mon some
holes., Alsfy Wath will pum

el holedyiay &

That ceuld

o BeRdnd the casin L:'
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gxelogion.

Ty

ground the

asine hichen
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nrovine that it was

done. by
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the hole

slipway was discovered in®

Kerry B®1]lard

comnletely exposing

Dar:

down bhorehole

torch

cearth

possible there's

debected cavities

and. this

sher where he's working or above

2 conld tumble
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