Interview with M,R, Chappell on July 20 and
ik Island Construction Co. in Sy ney, N

-
~

Ired” Blair (who died at 84 on April 1, 1951) had a
big chest in his office (full of Oak Tsland material) and
it disappeared (after his death); we don't know where it
went to. He had a lot of Things taken from Oak Island.-ﬂneA
thing 'that 1 was.particularly interested in was an anchorNlee

fluke that was taken out. of the ground at the island a ﬁigguld
like to have gotten hold of .that and have the steel. j it
analyzed to see how old it was; what type of stee¥m“ as

made of. It was found:on the idland. in 1931 when Weere

putting our shaft kmwm down. that anchor flugg;igﬁ’of a
different type than the anchors, of . today. ﬁh; ih that runsg

up.today is on the bottom: (of hhe‘anchogg nft the wide part
is on top. Well:this one was the other“u§§; the »ib was
on.tope. It was about.an inch.and a @5 2z thiek, about
8 or 9 inches wide and about fouxn g inches long. And

it _was the same thickness. al ag\' de It.was an oldy.0ld anchor
flu#te,

- 0 .
locate it (gordon MiF1#) but he was unsuccessful. Gordon

T have an idea t@§:>_“oever cleaned out his (blair's)
office sent the stufPﬂgNg to the dump., His son tried to
e
died a couple o$§ mars ago; he was living in Halifax. The
papers that hié;ﬁpfher had, through my good efforts I guess,
he (QOfﬂon)ﬁiigéﬁthem to res harris ¥w when he was writing
his first\beglk, and we zzuidt never could get them back from

ounZ¥hlair told me that he gave reg two cabinet drawers

full V&) correspondence and four box files. well now, i've
e of “those box filesy Reg harris was secretary of the

Mafonic lodge in Halifax; he had been seeretary, rég had

an“office there and one of the 'masonic office sirls uséed

to"@o all his (correspondence) writinc for him..A ‘::gfﬁurrey.
now, when reg died (in 1968) she told me at the ES;E;ET-FKE%-
rez had teld her that to gather up any masonic data and sent
it to any of the lodges that it belonced to., He had data

of our loeal (sydney) masonie lodge, the 0ld st, andrews
lodge, and he was supposed to -be writing a histery on it.

he "had gotten the minute hooks and all the data “that the

lodge had and by gellyy they couldn't get it back from him.
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So when he (reg) died, through the sood ©ffices of the Rev.
Espray, director of St. Georges churgh here now, who was a
great friend of harrises, harris left him a part of his
library, his masonic library. And espray was able to get from
Mrs, Surrey the st. andrews lodge data. now, mrs, surrey

told me at the funeral that she would gather up all reg's
data concerning oak island and send it to me. I never got

a thing from her. : \ l

Now, I am quite satisfied that she took o Re

home in east chester and I am quite sure that she s ik _to

a fellow by the name of nolanj fred nolan, T don ﬁ k there's ,
much doubt about it. I told Tobias and blankenshim vigit /5
her and see what they could get from her. she id she did—ﬁft?‘. V4
f have anything. And finally blankenship mad stab and he sa,ltf
'how much of that data that was mr. harr Qe oak islan&iﬁ%d'
fred nolan get?! and she darn near fe the chair, which
indicated to me and to them that ‘;éb’got ite And T know

that fred had some data that he 't have gotten no where

else in this wide world exce_zxc blair's correspondence.

Nolan at first was friendly with me3 I suppose
for a reason, trying to ¢ on, But I didn't fall for it,
fortunately. but he t%ggt ¥ some data that he had, and I know

ten it from anywhere else. how he

that he couldn't ?@a\%
could have Fott% ess he got the (blair) data, I don't

knowa @
Blai n turned over to the (pans) archives everything
he had le +: nﬁ harris turned gome stuff over to the archives.
but I wo of those four box files: I was in the office (harrig')
one RQQ; reg wasn't there., His office was open and I asked mrs.

spI'd® 'where does reg keep this oak island data?' oh, she
q g, 'he keeps most of it at home, but there's a couple of

box files in here.' well, i picked those box files up and put
them in my car and brought them home, He was still alive then,

In one of those files there was quite a number of letters in
envelopes, The first one i picked up i recognized the handwriting
ag my father's (william chappell)., letters that he had written

to blair when he was there (oak island) in the 1890'as. There

were about 50 of those letter. father used to report pretty
nearly every day or every couple of days amywkax anyway.

Sl —2=



There was a folder in that boxj not a letter size folder,
but a bit smaller. and darned if it didn't have a sheet in it
with that pjece of parchment attached to it. mow, I claim that

reg never opened that file or i never would have seen that niece

of perchments he zot the parchment from blair, blair had the
treasure trove rights and wasin charsze when father worked there
in 1896~7., he went down there with blair. blair asked hin in
1895 to come down with him for a month or two to take chawe

of machinery and straighten things for him. I don't knot hbw
long he was there in "85, but he was back there in 1896 end

ax®t again in 1897,

=

ather's experience there is the only thing That cives

me any credence to oak island. if it wasn't g Lhat, T wouldn't
be interested in ocak island at all. but witR ®is experience, T

am convinced, absolutely convinced thatfLhd¥e is a treasure there
? i - @

in the monevw pit area. either imveﬂiafaly in the monev pit or jush |

to one side of it in that immediatfhMea within a few feet. where

father drilled and brought up Wt Ylece of parchment,
I have tried, every oyt that has worked there since
i became owner of the islgfiANI¥ck in 1940 (? shud be 1950. ck)

>

L]
i've tried to get thep ¥ONDcate that spot, and gol darn it,

1 can't get them to de N ™

blankenchip M1 think is definitely now trvine €o

T T ——
loeate it., i thinW When he gets his drill fixed up; i was

S T
talking to hin" a8t nicht incidentally and he said he ovnecta
: a @.E ” L 13 . XPe (¢

by the end o Jhe week to get his drill fixed up. he's down about
100 feeigpdy that hole that he's putting #me down. it'a not
the pugPa§s hole, that's about 200 feet from the money pit. (”"‘)
thigyde (that dan's putting down) is mkx right mr at the

(Redey) pit.

I'm convinced that whatever father drilled into (in

1897) is of immense value. I have no doubt about it. it's

still down there; nobody has ever taken it out.

I don't lenow exactly where it (the hole dan's drilline

now) Jis, pnly from what he told me, but I would say it is Jjust

about on_the edge of the origimal money pit; the one that the
gin :

p—

boys in 1795 uncovered, T have no doubt that that hole is

right on thegedge of it. I think i know exactly where the



b

money pit was and i know exactly where father had his drill

set up when he brought up the parchment. those two items (locations)

are definite

wviie

I have records of hedden's shaft that hamil

and according to his (hamilton's) records and my own ideas, the

?
hedden shaft was between three and four feet from the shaft that
we put down. some people say it's five feet gome say it'Nten
feet (away). but T know that it's not, damn positively Ghit

it's not. because both ghafts were visible there when re®tall
was theee (1959-65). They were only about three faeh abart.

the south end lined the both of them; ours went R Pwelve
h
s N

feet

W01l

his went up 24 feet; there's no questionfahott it. I
1d say the roper survey (showing the sha¥Wts™in 1937) is
quite accurate. roper was a very good andafdeurate surveyor.

I'm convinced there's a treasyme Jf or within a few
feet of the money pit. Now, whethemtligre are other treasures,
I don't know. but if there are AW _Fhy was there so much work

done away from the money pitgtPMgtSWwe definitely know was done.

Now, blankenship expedt# within a few days from now to
get down into that shafbel@CX and cut 2 hole in the casing
at 168 feet where theNd®iJd1 went througch heavy timber and a
void, and open itepfs®pd find out what really is there. we

don't know. tha% ErN1 (in 1973) went throush eight inches

of spruce timhFR ®n 10-X). when they went throurh that
T 2

eizht incheg of Ppruce, one side of that drill was sbtill

on wood gnd ey had to narrow their casing a couple of inches
to get Mm@k by that side wood, from 27 inches to 25 inches
(diagete™). Now how dan is goinz to get down there and cut

a §d% there with a torch, T don't know. he's got pretty darn

QRPow working space in a 27-inch shaft,

why dan put a small drill hole down in that location

originally, dan himself knows:

5 obodv else knows ghy.

but he put it @own, and at some distance below 150 feet he
brought up some thin metal; iron, it's quite thin. And at

168 feet he brought up some links of chain. They analvzed

that metal and they claimed it was a type of steel that was

made prior to 1750, the canadian steel co. analyzed it (a.b. dove).

b &
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One of the drillers that T had down there was a fellow
' ’ by the name of george greepe from texas (in 1955). he was
an 0il driller. the cigar-chewing texan; he always had a
| cigar in his mouth unlit. well, i went down with george
| and i said 'george, immediately under this spot is where
‘fathef's drill was set up and at 126 feet his drill hit
an obstruction and diverted; now what direction it went
and how far it went, we don't know. but at 153 feet he&
2

struck this wood and four inches of some sort of metal

zmk soft, it wasn't steel anyway, and a couple of f &r

loose material. because when they probed their dx@ own

they couldn't make any headway, but when theysmgpgled it,

it would go down and when they'd pull it up@mle would

fill. That was in 1897.' Now i %old geori‘g_ 1955) that

'we know it (the loose metal discovered 3 897) didn't

go in the direction where our (1931 ft was, because we

were down to 165 feet and whexe w@. ther hit was at

154 feet, so it didn't go i ection, And hedden's

shaft is here, 8o it did_n't‘b; that directions so I showed

george where it must have g ithing khexzrx a triangle and

sugzest he drill in sev, Qrcs down vertically. but instead

of vertical, what did\ o but slope hia darn drill so that

when it was at 15% % it missed the area (he should have
o

been in). If he% one straight I have no doubt he would
have eventual% uck what father drilled through. but he

didn't.

ks;Jth; why triton hasn't tried to drill in that
area j Ye past 10 yeam chappell replies with
ation and almost anger) I don't know! That's one T
| ngé‘ answer. I've told themj I've told tobias, I won't way
| undred, but several times: 'mr. tobias, I am convinced,
and The only reason that I have any interest in oak island
whatever, is father's experience in 1897' And so I said, 'try
and locate it.' well, they had a driller down there known
as the becker drilling company and they put downI guess 40

exas

odd holes. but the funny gol darn thing about it was they
didn't put a hole down in that triangle (near the 1897 shaft).
They went off to one side and they went out around all over
the darn place and most of their holes they went down about



downj if he's

200 feet; they got through into bedrock in pracfinally every
drill hole. Their drill was a2 hammer drill, it wasn't a
revolving drill. I think becker lost about four Bits in that
bedrock.

However, I think T've convinced both Tobias and Dan that

if they can strike what father drilled into they're coing
e e e -

gtrike a_fortune., There's no doubt in my mit mind whamh

R vy T e,

Frarxmwhahewsrabontmxex wvhaotever about it that therel!

very valuable fortune down theres what it is T doi;;? ow.
¥

What T want Dan to do if he will do it is n he gets
down to 153 feet and he strikes heavy tﬂmhnr ant him to
stob and get a core drill from the depart of mines in
Halifax, and core drill threugh that wo &
under it. And T have no doubt that % d:%’ bring up something
that will amaze us. I have no doub ?Eﬁhf that whatever, if
he ecan strike thet thing that faift drilled into. And if he
don't strike it in this hole : e's got down there now at arund
150 feet, and he gets down gf;b# or 155 feet, he seys he's
going to go to 200 feet yNhMt. well, i told him he can go
to 200 if he wants to\ if he doesn't strike the timber

whatever is

at around 153 or k%%gis I'm going to try and get him to move
over about five‘tgﬂﬁi‘ feet to the east and put another hole

for me, I don't know,

That % » that he (dan) has there now i think will
eliminate, th®ficodinz problems; it's 1,000 zallons a minute
and it 1d take care of the water, My suggestion is that

if weRtTike what father drilled into that we get one of these
afge™drills that will put down wm a 36-inch, even a four-=foot

eters one fellow even said he ean put down a six-foot

diameter hole with a drill, It's a revolving drill they use.
There's a fellow up in the valley (annapolis?) that I believe
can put down a four-foot diameter shaft and that will give
ample room for a person to work in, 80 a man could g6 down and
nncovor and bring up whatever is down there. Tt would be eribbed
with"a circular stell pipe (like 10-x); a steel-casing shaft.

An open-pit mining operation (tobias's 1975 idea) wonld
be a little bit slower. alfthough with the water out of the way
it would be easier., When we went down (in 1931) we had to contend
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with water. The shaft that we put down in '31, we were pretty
near six months (doing it) and we hed a lot of diffidulties %o
contend with., Our pump was 500 gallons 2 minute. Hedden had an
- -

impellor pump of about 1,000 gals a minute. But I understand
it (hedden's pump) was only six-inch diameter. This orie that

dan has now is over nime=inch (diameter), 9 5/8-inch, T think,
S T ey

Hedden and Hamilton had the advantage of x® using ¢
(1931) shaf Q'Wﬂu

down into their ghaft because they were abls to take ca ” the

e
t as a ek pumping pit. They had no trouble g

water ueing out shaft as a pumping pit at 165 feet. % e

If (amos) naugg' memory is good and he wan‘E!&o tell
the facte; he should be able to tell you mkewi¥fPuwte a lot
about the workings down there because he w%£i§ on it several years.

I+ was father's auger that broug it piece of parchment
up on the screw of the auger after ¢ é;b% bored through the
wood. When they brought up the aug ?zgg'e were some pieces of
wood shavings on it and this 11t§ﬂ 127y pieece of stuff around
\%w) flatened it outs I am not
positive that that parchmnnt wq qenf to the smithsonian

institution., I was told tﬁ§§*at was. It was checked by Porter EA.E.)

and declared that it finitely genuine parchment; no

the screw of the auger. they ¢

question about it, Tf it's all wizzled up. I still have it
at h There' éﬁ‘ ch to see now because it's all wizzled
up. It's ab0u+;$, ize of the original little (canadian) five-cent

pieces; very qmall. It's all wrinkled up and I've never
attemptéad +£::§pn it up; T didn't want to break it up because
I was aﬁgﬁ;dswf I tried to straighten it out to see what the
letfnfg;epve I might break it up. Tt's cemented on a piece of
candgg‘ dj blair had cemented it on. There's a picture of it

Ee 1]
4&%’1 ris' book

f;.\_
Re furneaux: g?gggéiyn lot of data that is in furneaux'

book that really is not connected with oak island., Bubt what is

connected with oak island is almost word-for-word copied; whether
s ST

he got it out of harris's book or whether he got it out of the

oak island co. prospectus from which harrig' book was written,
.

I doR't know. Furneaux thinks that he has loeated captainksx

kidd's (skeleton) island in the caribbean sea. I think he got

that from this fellow (w.l.) johnson in Vancouver. That's the
———

10
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first T heard about it was when Johnson told me. and he told
furnesux about it (the kidd island in the caribbean).

Furneaux claims to have seen blair's data from gordon
blair, but he couldn't have seen much because shortly after
blair's death the stuff disappeared.

Harris started doing his actual writing in 1954 angd
it was before then that he got this data from blair's ggsggr.
Now blair's son did have some cther data which I think
turned over to the archives. O o

(re harris memo on splitting royalties wit<:ﬁbdden,

blair and chappell): Harris'! first book (1957<E:iﬂion) the
ryerson press of toronto printed it and hapMis™Apparently

couldn't make a satisfactory arrangement iffh them. So I

financed it, I paid ryerson press for ting that first
e — =

book. I think it was $1.05 a copy I them for printing

Rt

that's all T ever got out of iﬁg}'-s repaid what T had advanced.
oyaltiess I don't know whether

Ut of the royalties or not.

costss When the books were nold,& 9t repaid, and I think
a

I never got anything out of
Gordon (blair) got anvthi

Gordon (b’aar arris dpdn'+ get along too well
together, because §a§E5 d to met the data bagk from harris
h

that he had given and he couldn't get lt Harris was
one of thege fhat 1f he got a hold of anything, he
had it and v 11dn't get it from him. I happen to know

a little h1 out it because when I was Grand Master of the
Masons jg\lova Scotia, I aprointed harris as srand secretary.
Jones che grand segretary and he died and T appointed harris
in lace and harris carried on for years. A masonic

nization in toronto had certain data that they wanted

t gecure and they didn't have anyone there connected with

it (the lodge) that had a vault. So harris said 'T have a
vault in Sydney (probably means Halifax) and I'll put it in my
valut for you.' I don't know whether it's still in the wvault

or not, but T know that they tried to get it some five to ten
yeard afterwards for some reason and they couldn't get it then.
Now whether they've got it since harris died, i don't know. But
he was just that type when he got hold of somethine,
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He (harris) had, I understend, in his home two bedrooms
filled with data, masonic and anglican chureh §§H££a.He wrote
histories of a number of the anglican churches/ He was at one
time the kaw highest layman in the anglican chureh in canada.
he was the top layman, I guess he had something to do with

appointing bishops, as a layman. I've forgotten his title

3, but

he was high up in the anglican echurch, LN l
Gordon blair never got anything back frog;pargig‘:zb,hink
that lady (harris' secretary, Suprey) took everythi
home in east zkeakmx shester (when harris died). @ told
by one of the executors of harris' estate, a Mr, d whom

T knew, that he understood that mra. surreytc

of material from harris's house to her hor ITsland and

other material. Tneidentally, st. andrewdg Yedge as I said pot
their data back, but they had to »ray h‘;t,SO SeT i B, SR
che had to echargme them #50 for it hd Srahs WeabRelty ke
typed it. I think thet's why cor ‘E:>Tﬂir and harris didn't
=et along (becanse harris ---ﬁ‘€5§ give gordon his father's
4 @ k that wasthe reasonj I can't

don Blair died about two wvears

oak island mabterial back)
imagine any other reason.

ABK 2£0. 1 was btalkige he wife abont lasgt Mareh i think it was.

Harris had,t

ns, and one of those sons did some of

the drawings i ' books Those locations (of the various-
EXgxax pits s ?\géﬁfts} weren't all accurate. Res was on TV
in halifax gfiigtﬁ when T happened to be in halifax and I went
cthidio with him, I was outside (the glass in the

over to the
controlelblo®h) and T heard it (the intﬂrviewgm Apd when he came
out T\SW3d 'reg, you were a little bit off on/your dates and
':“ta.' and he says 'what's the difference, nobody else
EmEhex will ever know the difference.' And that's the way

was with his book, there area number of items in his book
that are not correct; not correct at all.

Hedden seéent me package that was about four inches
m
thiok with some correspondence and data (about oak island) =nd
some of hamilton's data in it. This was about 10 wvears ago.
~ T E—— - E—————- 74 <

He sent it to me and I got it. (according to hlankenship a

lot of hedden's material was sent to nova soctia and losth).
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I have letters at home, two cabinet drawers plus,
dating back to 1931. most of them don't mean a darn thing,
the majority of them are from people who have ideas, and

how fanciful gome of them are!

There wasg that guy with the theory about the j?‘nvewt;_mﬂ

pyramid below oak igsland. mr. (charies b.) thomaa
I oY OIS o
an 0ld manj I imagine he's lone dead now. In 1957 he metSp@A

= e, -
in Winnipeg. I wag in winnipes in 1957 and he was just Pedow

ST T L
the border in (great fzlls) montana. and he was benf Op
coming to oak island. I wrote and told him that i weuld be

in winnipeg at this certain time; to visit my mguggest dsughter

and her husband and to attend a certain conf§eMasce, a three-day
B L

-

conference. T planned on arriving in wingipgg®on a wednesday
morning; I had my plane reservations ﬂkf@éﬁﬁ'mﬂde; and I wrote
and told him that if he wanted to Fﬁﬁ,hﬁ“%hﬂﬁ I yould be there,
arrivinf there wednesday mnrn*nm;ﬁﬁfd $lane was arriving at

8 o'clock wednesday morning; ﬂnﬂif-féiﬂ that T would have all
day wednesday and up till nog®\ TMNeunrsday that I could give him,
but that thursday afternoomMNiad to attend these conference
meetings. S0 he wrote baak-gnﬂ said that he would be theres he
would come up tuesdayQiIGHt and he would stop at the YMCA.

So wednesday morn®p&s#fYcalled the Y and they Hadn't heard of
him; T called a% fiodw; T called at night; same veply: hadn't
heard of him. fByMeday morning, no reply. The conference was
being held gTNWe Royal Alexander hotel and T was staying at

the Royaly Vi®#oria hotel. And I was just going out of my room

at; noqn}gir“fact I had my hand on the door knob, when the

phong yarng, It was mr, thomas. well i said ! mr thomas, you're

a AM%le bit late.' well, he says 'T couldn't make it," well,
J\®id 'i'm afraid I'm not goingz to be able to give you very
much time, because we have our first meeting and I must be there
at three mf o'clock this afternoon.' But, I said, 'if you want
to come over now, I'll give you what time T can.' So he came
over and he was still harping on this inverted pyramid. My lord,
I eaid, 'mr. thomas, you're absolutely off. there's no granite
there at 150 feet (deep) even.'! Oh, he says, 'it's there. it

?
was put there by divine providence for suffering humanity. And

it's poing to be uncovered this year (1957)' T couldn't get rid




of him. I had to take him by the shoulder and push him out the
door. S0 I went to my meeting at 3 o'elock and when weExm we
were going into the banguet at seven, my aprendix ruptured.
(it was operated on that night, about midnight. Chappell was
unconscious until the following sunday. had a tube up his

nose for 18 days.) I nearly went. the doctor told my daughter
'i'm afraid; I'm afraid he's going home in a box.' Bubt I'gdi

over it and have had no 111 effects since.

I get lots of letters all the time (from pcopﬂe.witb
weird ideas like thomas). Most of them that I've pEdasfretting

lately wanted an opportunity to mo to work (on théwdsland).

I have no idea who buried what on oalf ¥elbnd.
=

had two cases where the parties told me anmﬂaka" that it was

Inca treasure, The first one was in lngi'ﬁﬁ had been working

Now T have

yﬂ‘\ﬂmrp since 1931, Mr. Blair cot a caINf¥om this Pew fellow

jozs
boiler works; a big steel compgri. here were two ks boys,

_.T] Saguenav., Michipans one of +the /% bovs
———————

sy from wicks

grandsons of the original wighgh sgohey were playboys. one of
them was familiar with spgmiSafand he was a musician too,

and the other fellow wagaaNgculptor. they were down in
Wlashington and in thewuplic library they ran across a document

there regarding otk (#Ydnd, It was in spanish, incidentally.
t

Jds

One of these feQlpwNDwas an avtomatic writer. Te'd sit on

T
one side of thENIMle and take up his peneil. after a while

he'd concenpPatfe hard and everything was quiet and he'd
start wrigimed And my xmk god, it was amazing the stuff that
he wrot&nadhe got messages from two different parties. One was

a priest who was with the sgpaniards who went

to\tngaland. And when Pizarro left to mo back to spain for
LM forcements so that he could come back to clean them up;
this isn't tumbez, tumbez iz another story; And this menszes
told the (inca) emperor what pizarro was going to do. So
they gathered up their material and they kmmix took it up
to Tumbez, And that was about as far as they mmk (the wicks
hrotrnvs) got. menzes apparently didn't know what happened
after that. But there was another writer, Circle, and he
started in writing in circles. and it was circle that told
them (the wicks) about (the incas) going to oak island with

the treasure.



1‘“11’4. 2 telephone call from a _fel]
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the writing they did was absolutely fantastic. They wrote
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Blair and I went out there (Saguenay, Mich.) and

-

we spent a week with them (the wicks brothers). And my cosh

e |

on wallpaper, rolls of wallpaper. The writing was really

———

fast; legible and in english. It was amazing. there wag some

power behind it3 I don't think a person could write as fast
and as clear as he wmxkEx wrote by physical effort alone.
there's something supernatural about it; at least I thausht
that. Well, I brought home I suppose a dozen rolls &of
wallpaper) and T had them in the vault in the olde&fite.

And by gosh one day the whole factory took fire ald/the

office ecaught fire. The o0ld vanlt had a threofiheR plank

frame that had been left ingide it and the Rea® wae co orest
that the frame caught fire and burned sy@vhhing in the =%
vanlts That fire was in 1942, The wri®n) was done in January

1932,

That wag one r‘?{_h"‘r"f ence s Nowsrshont two vears age I had

ﬁ' i; o m " A ¥ | :
oy Phooni & riz. 1 stxon®

didn't eoet much out of hime 8-11 T ecould et at that

first
r‘.ﬁﬁ"’f?“'_‘"ﬂt’:- on was +hat he .'1?81’1*?’\!:1 3 fha and hie acscAartatneo wantad
_l e 3 ia 'Y o s [ ’ i » AW

three months to come M Bnd investigate. Well, I was hied

up with Triton A1Ji€nee®¥and T couldn't give it to them. Well
eventually by tlerhdihe calls and later by ]r:.'h‘-_c'_r-.c;, while

he didn't tellsmihere he pot his information whieh T Hried

to find ont B4 1’1‘?"‘13 or how authentie 1t Wag s but he definitely

gtated thatN\{F was the Tumbez treasure that was buried there.

He said t"}ﬂ{* he knew all sbhouth '_H“,’ what was ‘|‘j1r‘n’-_\'!"'|f}, the amount
how J§ ™es put there, just when it was put there, who put it
thew@, “and how it could be recovered. now, one of the three

of™\fhem, one is an engineer; the other two I don't know what

‘l‘_h@}? are, Bt one of the other hLtwo not the fellow that was

3 vas
talking and writing to me,; he visited mr, tobias., and tobias

came Lo the conclusion that this other fellow was k%m clairvoyvant,

and that was where they got their information. now, whether there

is anything to ity I don't know.

.
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But there is one thing about the Incas (theory) that
has always puzzled me. And that is that ImxXR9Ex Qak Tree in
: e
‘J""I"’i[‘. :F‘-Tr;\'l' that Qalk tree micht have bheen 200 vears 0'!.1-; that
WO F” -l"‘_"‘_ 117'(}:. "‘_"‘ eny it S tarted to 0% o T+ w4 "-1-‘-'!“_ hosre e o o =

O'\_ A ac 200 reares: but T 1"\7"1"1._ think the oalt +treoas

there lave
3 )

ey ol el o= CY =+ -~ [ S I iy ol A T e i 1 L S il 2
monr 1 n N years o 108t . (11l Ehe hi " treeas that

were there Z8x in '_"“‘7-7_’ +thevy all died (ar were anhapanent

ol =

1t dovn P 'h‘:ﬂ'|-1"\r\_"f\": a e ) ---'-hpm. T haeled inte ane '/'.I"'W "f"'-'ﬂl'\
L 1 ( " S I = ] neGe \ [
'H at Thad -~ 1eAaT AN 4 4 =

and I¥mepmmkedmEhenriapEnintorbhncNgaRin o

andnrbrmEnvhEfirvearnynId kst vkreryy at the 2nd of #hé dezre T

-] - A o e & S ST = - y LR T e . e L = 4 > |
N ¥ ¥ f “rt ¥ | v 11 1 - - i g
1n zhe poin "REYXEE 8 knife., I counted th A P g oo .
-
s heawt = _ ..-'I < Ao j QR 7y ara old : +that oo i ‘A ™+ aon Y

o wary: arce ‘Eree whan Fhat lrnd Pe trae syl avd 8 '{1..-,(1..-‘”,_—.... =¥ £

nolnt o1 N 1_1.‘."..1'- -~ LTy o - T e 1_..|. o _.,‘,.‘1 e _;_. - 1_':16 r“-..‘sh‘{‘_“r‘lr‘g - - "
an Inch or 30 D f the contre of the J_T‘_: Che N‘Q that Itnife wvag

at1elr in thers {-‘-'.\.--,!: wag in 1931 whep™L &ficked the tree) perhans

50 sren ra hofoare (5 = shant 1 "_}'Qj_.) 2

- . -

Tharpl'e naFhine mratarid on e abhont +hem £ e 1“_'! P s |

denogi I-r-.vm:‘ heine ahle to toffhaeW di-~ine) ,_.__,f—p":r“-, hecauae the

ocround ig so firm and so s R that vou den't hove +o erib it

1] 18y N >0 have is MEneowe 3 nieks and shovel : »
T

a 1’“1‘"1'-“-'*‘; that'e 21l fRewfneeded. On undisturbed aoil fthere

'f','rj.j:f avy vou o M1l A A e m ard dics o hnl withont anyv erihhines
It's hard el AV WAL ®on '+ atrilk 5 the blune clay until wou et
AT e e Tl ———

4-1

down to ahont C\Q foeot: then von etrike a laver of ashont 10 feat
; . .
b1 mndear +ha Blia o 1 a=r +%K ere L ahont a .F‘n(_._ E o ¥ o

£ ]\-T"'!-" (\1'.?:{- 2

fairlvy "_’1‘j te _"5-'-“;1'”:' "hat f"‘l aY Yo N :""n"— Teally dmmernydatie 1—(\ wat -"‘T"
 EE———— T - : o = -
it's a.veMy very dense hard clay. Boxhaminihzbx AR bER
. ’,P NTRAC
1:0 hard t+that when I fall {"“r" o Y’t{'."]’;‘.l-l_ A r}{-l;-_\p']'l-r_\ﬂ On-f—_f‘-_;-t—_ ,"’

-
and\we went down there and due a hole and thewv hed a clam shell M

f C.O.

d¥cer, the zoil was so hard that the ¢lam shell couldn't touch

it. They had to blast kkexeImyxxikx the el

it was so firm and 'j.l
hard., Yes, it was one of these met2l detectors in which T have
nh:f;]_nfr‘f!_j-‘ no confidence in anymore whatever, T spent -5._7:;’rwrm

on that thing. That was in the ”““11—2355'9, shortly after I

_—

'“.Cl'}'l]i""ﬂ.‘:l +he ':-’“1 -‘_\'n_m_'.. b—‘[f‘:11'+— J.—__'h,e,-f- T~ anii
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Je Whitney TLiewis bought the island from Col. Gardner.
el e

Now how col. gardner got it from hedden, I don't know. Gardner
———
died and Mr, Blair, who was in touch with mrs. gardner, was
"

on the point of going down to kansas city to make a deal

with her (to buy the island) when Tewis came to Nova Scotia
and tried to pet the treasure kwx® trove richts. ¥kEm he fqQund

2 K

that blair had them sewen up.

At that time (1950) treasure trove rights were iMgZ
different status than they are today. today treasurf Brdve

ight me und nNe  8e idelld c i 2 s 3 T
rights come under the same(guidelines) as mining rﬂsbﬁg.

Prior to that, a person might have had the trgaguge trove
rights but they had definite arrangements witt N phe owners the
owner could stop them from going on. Put wNIMmining rights

a person ean go on whether the oimer alog® him or not, the

law will allow them to go on and payfatfres.

If nolan could pet a treagipfytrove license to zo on
my lots, I couldn't stop hime WA is, if he went through the
progess of law, he could go @ny ®ut T doa't think they'll

ever mive nolan treasure {frog® rights on my lots. I haven't

seen nolan's house, T ndPe¥t been down to the island since last

fall, (chuckles at Lh@® ®ought of nolan and blankenship as
neighbors on ocak 1el%nd)

I was tgdE® to dan last night and he says nolan has

ggain on his road on crandall's point. Funny

Thing about\gphndall's point: the man from whom that property
got itsegiAme crandall is my great, great, great grandfather.
(the Gﬁﬁ&ts showing it as "grandall" are incorrect.) my mother
is g \CP®andall. her father was a great grandscn of the original
Josgph Crandall that settled on Crandall's Point in 1756, He

was a Baptist Divine and he and another chap established baptist

ehurches all over ®m®R nova scotia snd nsw brunswicl.
=8

Lewis bought the igland from gardner in 1980 and if
I remember rightly I bouzht the island from Tewis in 1%5!1

N BLEET (Then Tewis bought the island, I incidentally

~
got The premier, angus. l. macdonald, and the attorney mmex

general, malcolm patterson, who lived up the river here and

was a very close friend of mine, to change the law, You see,

when Tewis got the title (to oak island) he wouldn't let RBlair

/7



go on (the island) although blair had the treasure trove
rightes. S0 I got the government to chanﬁeogg minipk rights,
And when Tewis found that out and he found/that blair had the
treasure trove rights mmwemx sewed up for five years,
god, I''m getting old, I may be dead in five years. I think

he gaid

he lived a 1little longer than that. B0 he said to me, he said,

"look mel, you might as well buy the darn island from me.

because I'll never pget a chance to go to work on it now,Jéﬁé

I can't stop blair from going on. Well, i said, if you dga’

want too much for it, I might consider it. He said 'N *cive .4‘
just what it cost me; which I thinl{ he did,

I think he was truthfuls (looks a bit surprispgd when I ask

him if that price was $#6,000) Lewis might h@ _{paid that

price) it's a military secret (what rhnnpe*l Yaid lewis for

the igland).

N\

it to you for

Why those lots that nolan cl#ifijs why those lots aren't
mine, T don't know. Becauge thregla#djicitors told me that T had
. ¥

the whole island absolutely.(rWis and two other lawyers(sai
13,14

that.) There's a plan made of %pdse lobs, 5, 9,10,11,12,] k,
along with 15 to 20, a plgn\gfide of them and marked on it is

'property of Gilbert D PeMen from that lawyer in New Jersey
for Gilbert D. Heddemi;NI® acres; which took in those lots.

But in the deseripq{iQp’) for some unknown reason, those lots
were not numbero\gmfor gome reason 5,9,10,11,12,1%,14, they're
not named in $WNofficial written record. And this fellow
Nolan... Ha§e you ever met him? You ecan't believe a darn word
he gays. \ Hg bought those lots from three o0ld women who were
in thgad\ ®tege. one of them was blind. From the time Hedden
bousey nobody was assessed or psid any taxes on oalk island

APt hedden, beamish and myself. Up until 1963 T think when

NQlan gpot them to assess one lot to him. Harrig did the arrancing

(when chappell bought the island. Kenny (of bridpewater) comnld
have been another one and the other's name begins with G, T
forget his name. Coles wasn't involved in thatj; that was before

1 -
Coles tTime.

« Tobias may take nolan to court over the mwummrskim title
= T

of those lots. You see, T had undisputed posession of the

entire island; I cut timber off it, sold it, pastured horses and

cattle on it for over 20 years. Nobody elsrz was assessed for
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anything, except I and my predecessors hedden and beamish, and ‘

nobody else paid any taxes. whether that's going to give me =zmy |

a title, I don't know. It depends on the msuwxsk courts; what

theﬁ decide« The assessor, Mr., burgein in bridgewater, he was

the assessor in chester at the time. and he says that these

old ladies, so far as he knew, they had no claim. but they gave

nolan a deed, low I don't know whether it's a guick clai eed

or a wmx warantee deed, T don't know. But anybody can gim\jt-'

anyone a quick claim deed. Tt doesn't mean anything th&thr

: .
I only heard one story. He (Nolan) had a b@ter

lawyer from halifax, kitts I think was his name. vay, my
lawyers may have overlooked momot%ﬁnﬂ, I don' Bv. T was

supposed to have them (all the lots) and tht int that was

madein Chester on the registry there ﬂiﬁﬁ*%)zave hedden all

those lots.
%&ted thingg there (on |

ims: Dan don't either.

Two things that Rannzaigxhe aid he had located Dan
investigated on the quiet a gaid there was nothing to it.
I understand dan to say vﬂgf’wd 2y that nolan is digging on his
property now with ﬂ'H‘i‘

1 cen't un&P nd why the government don't just =o

over there (thraqis. ola n's erandall point property). because
that had been lic waterway to the shore for at least 150
ut it. Now whv, when the depu. of highway

He (nolan) elaims that he h
his seven lots). Course, I don'

yearss; no d

'

s
saying from the main hltha; (Poute 3) to the water,
should have done, they said from the main highway

vidmx many rods, or chains, And when you come to measure
e, they come teo within 160 feet of the water (at crandall's
point), And nolan bought I think it was 65 feet or 95 feet next

to the water (from Presley). And how much presley owns, I don' knowy,
Tritog has op goreement with him (nolan) that he canft

stop triton (from using crandall's point). but whether he can
stop.tbourists, I don't know., There's nothing in the agreement
(hetween nolan and triton) about touristsa.
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Dan (blankenchip) is a pretty good head. You can depend
on him and he's got a darn good head on his shoulders. He's

absolutely sold on it _(oak igland)s there's no question in

:his world about that; he's absolutely sold on it.

Oh absolutely (I8m convinced there's something down
there) No (I have no favorite theory about who put it there),

It's awfully hard for me to believe that it was done by pWmbes.

Gl

It could have been; but I can't 1imagine why they did mwmg ¢ much

work. There's no doubt the work took some time to dgeT .mean

——

they didn't do it in a season. Themehsy

There's no question the piece of work that Was uncovered

atSmith's Cove two or three wvears sro by Daw nhoved to mvself
: : P N 5¢ > m) 5

—

and to him and to Dr, C ck!!) at DalhdyMNe that the people

who did th o work there 40 % o 1] e o :‘_;1_!:7_(:‘]!_-.'1‘_‘.\_1; ‘f',‘r’\ T i ne their ahing 1D

on to repair thems there's no questigMiie® our minds sbout that
&, - g e .

at a2ll., it wasn't part of the coffem &dm and it wasn't done
- . e e =L

by searcherg. The work that dan §in®efered there was two big

logs with cross timbers everyhl tgs feet, and numbered with

roman numerals. it was a LW below the present low water mark,
about two feet belowthe pMaseht low waber mark., Tt was below

the 8ilt too. Tt was Wolid* by dan. Te built a dam there and

he pumped it out %o (Eee Ywhat he could find, and this is what

he found.

Besidegf JWi® work they picked up ag old caulking fm iron

and and oldf{pAMY of shears (sece photo). They were anlavzed. and
=ty e e T T T E i -

some bolbg aml some hand-made spikes were analyzed that were taken

it was prior to 1750 (that
e
the #kd¥dway was built). The steel co. of cansda claimed that

from "jhﬁ.gkiﬂ_(.‘r;}_:y. S0 we know that

thaiPeanalysis was the same as steel that was made prior to

RA50; the same carbonizetion.

Anyone that knows anything about oak island kmnows that
somebody in the earlier years did a btremendous mE®m amount of
work there. There's no cuesktion sbout 3 t, why thev did it

Y Wh3 y did -

=
T don't know. Although I am satiafied that what father drilled

35)

intoris a valuable deposit; there's no question in my mind about

: L ;
it. And 3if it wasn't for that, T wouldn't have any interest in

Oak Tasland whatever. I and my father have (torether) invested

o

about $#125,000 (in Oak Island over the wvears).
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You don't invest that kind of money on somebody's
hea PEEY ya Although I spent ';’F,%EZOOO on somebody's hearsays ff“"e it
on H«.at metal detector. I fell for the metal detector. Tt |
looked possible to me. But (turned out) there was nothing
tol ite

«e-(Interview continues July 21 = M.R.'s office)... N\
i
(Chappell never heard of or heard from AlaﬂihﬂﬂaL%ﬁn
or George Simpson) '

There have been a few, not too many, pegple™ho have
visitéd oak island and have claimed that fhnguéﬁg:ﬁork there.
But we have no record of it at all. we don!t ¥now anything
about them. whether they're telling the¢¢ﬂuﬁh, T don't know.

I have a 1list here of people Lﬁgn SHad letbters from.
For instance, back on auge 30, 197k €hbre was a fellow by
the name of M.R, Lipsett. Now hefhég ﬁa method of controlling
the water. No, that was anothar ch@po The way he (this other
chap) was going to control the wa+or was to go down the shaft
and locate where the watgpﬁgé coming in and puf in a 12-inch
pipe with a valve on %hefard of it, cement it around good and
tight and then clgsqibﬂ&lbalve, and that would shut the water
off« Now how in,#héugﬁﬁe of heavens was he going to get down
there to put tb@%«@?nﬁ in? T asked him and he had the most
weird answeres o/ tact, I met this fellow in New York. He was
a mechanlc,ﬁhgshad a machine shop, that was his business.

I don't AV his mame because this fellow didn't correspond

with MLt was all by phone (and in person).

") There's snother fellow L.J. Kennedy who had a detector,
-eﬁfﬁe was making a detector that could locate any metal or any
material at practically any depth. Well, there was nothing to

it, he was just imagining things.

T

Yes, I've met E.J. Thurston (of Ontario). He and Claunde

(ehappell) have had a lot of correspondence. T don't think

there's one gol darn bit of truth to his divining, Thet's

.

my owm personal Truth,now, The art of divining and finding

','Ir"'-!tf'?‘[‘, YES e T sgree with that., Put to find m,‘_q‘._j:_'r_]_s’ T think

it's all up here (taps his forehead), goins around.
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T had a letter from John J. Prinkey and he had a method
A
of proceeding with the work. And at the same time T had a letter

from a fellow by the name of Sydney A. Marting he had a method.
These letters go back to 1971,

This fellow Kennedy who was making this device, he wrote
me and wanted me to invest with him, I asked him the value
of his deviece. He never told me. He wanted to form a piiisgrship.

T had a letter from a fellow by the name of Dave @odwnsand

in Ottawa on May 4 this year. Fe wanted to make a c et to
dig in 1978. That's when he would be able to makecl%; T don't
knows I don't know. what he had in mind (re re@exy 4

(Chappell never heard of or heard f‘E&

This Clgylon Stankie, Phoenix, a1

address is Granada Plaza, Suite 303~

(602) 275-2342, Now, that fellow Z:Zi

arles Barnard)

85008. And their
heir phone is
n, that's the chap

that says he knows 2ll about 1-{ hat it is Inca treasure
from Tumbez., It's about two % gince T had tm
from him and there's been dzfybpondence since. I've bheen
trying te find out how gu¥pe®tic his information is, and I
haven't been able to\;gc ything from him at all, T think
he got his informgt%. rom a mystic. He has a partner who's
an engineer and, t a\‘.wer fellow (third partner) T don't
know anything » him or what he does. I don't know what
his (stankic'!;zﬁbrk ig either. They want to get three months
to investig (on oak island).

g ;
ink I have replied to every letter I ever got

Tsland) just to see what they would come back with.
letter from onc fellow; he was a Polander I think. He

e from Toronto and he gave an address and T had a grandaughter
living in toronto at the time, And I wrote her and asked her
if she conld check up for me and see what she could find out.
So she checked on the address, She said it was a Polish elub
and they didn't know the name that thies fellow corresponded
undgy; they didn't know him there at all; never heard the name.
So T've come to the conclusion that he was Just a faker to
begin with because he wasn't using his right name. Hig letters
were written in pen and ink and they were very short, not more
than mXkXkx eight or ten lines most of them. But he know all



about oak island apparently, according to his letters, and

how to recover the treasure. And he wanted an opportunity to

do it right away. And he wanted, if I remember rightly, it

wag six months that he wanted (to recover treasure). I wrote

a letter back to him that must of kinda got under his skin.

And he wrote back a very very short letter, only about eight
lines, and he said 'T received your letter of such and sug!

a date. I am of the opinion that you are full of shit.'%&%é{\s).
I answered it and told him that uwsually a person judged
people by themselves., And then he sent that letter @ %o
me with no comment on it. It was a seream. I've cfeaped out
a lot of stuff and I may have thrown that lett in the

wastepaper basket. I can't find it anyway. S
% question, Was

e

(re the gold chain) You've asked

there ever a gold chain? All I have on @8t gold chain is that
Pitblado, who was in charge of the w in 1849), was in charge

of the outfit that was doing the s he happened to be at the
gi},lin@ and brought up the

pit at the time this fellow ueﬁg%é

drill. And Mr. Gammell who wg

foreman on the job saw him
“the drill and put it in his
pocket. And he asked i??ﬁﬁ o what was that yon took off the
drill and put in youv%‘ et. And he (pitblado) =aid that

11med at the next direcfors meeting
lot before. Pitblado was in charge of

River, which is only a few miles from

take something off the en

information will‘ﬁp

(of the Truro Collw
zold mining ;
oak island,@ T have twb stories. One is that there was a

premature explosion (at gold tiver) and he was killed; and the

to bf ak island., There's the two storiess which is correct,

Tt know. And whether there's any gold chain, T don't know.
ather never saw itj definitely not.

otherE‘“ at he disappeared; left the country, and later tried

Practically everything that I've got (re oak island)
I've turned over to tobias. He's gotten practically all of my
data., I would say all of my data pertaining to kikd= titles,
deeds and any other documents, and a2 great deal of correspondence,
thatiT've had. And the only artiféets that he hasn't got is that
piece of parchment, which T don't comsider of very much walue
today because of its condition. I looked at it last night and

27
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it's all wizzled up. You can't tell what it is. And it's hard,

water and softened; I don't know. But I didn't want to try it.

(Among oak island authentic artifacts are

of parchment, heart shaped stone, pieces of metal, pieces of

chain, coconut fibre.
——

was digging around the shore at Smith's Smwex Cove and he

Resgtall, when he was working there he

uncovered a bunch of what he thought were 0ak Tree brafehds.

But they weren't; they were hazlenut. And there aresMazidenuts

there. he thought they were mmmxx acorns, but thef® Pefe not.

they were hazlenuts; I know hazlenuts when i see ™Wem. Hazlenuts

grow on the island because when we were thepdAd 1931 i picked

some. He (restall) did an awful lot of digkihg around smith's *ﬁZ‘
cove by hand trying to locate the d?ﬂi&ﬁ. e found a lot of

(E—

coconut fibre thers too.

e

In 1805 when father w@n®,¥o oak island for the
92 0

firet time, he told me that theMg Wis a pile of that coconut

fibre that had been piled upsrégWhe shore by the searchers in

e ——

1849 when they uncovered jmW&@oking for the drains). He gaid

it was piled up on the ghowe and that it would fill a big

truckload. And when TWdg/there in 1931 T looked around and
——————

zot several piece$, o6#”poconut fibre. Some of it was sent to the
smithsonian indg{ituNon for analysis; some of it was sent to
tobias for analyé?;hﬁn montreal or toronto. I don't know who
did his (topTAaM) analyzing. It wasn't dated, just authenticated

.-_ T—
as definjtel¥ coconut fibre; the fibre off the husks of

coconut |

The only thing I hang my hat on regarding oak island
g \father's experience. Wothing else., And father was there
wilen we put our shaft down. Our company had a contract with
mr. blair to put the shaft down. Father was there; we were
livine risht on the island; we had a bunkhouse and a dining room.

—
And blair was there most of the time too. He had a little shack

for an office,

~

You know , most of the data that I have had, unfortunately,
people have written and asked for plans and pictures and data,
and foolishly T have sent it to them. T have never vet gotten

one solitary piece back; never sot a piece back, If T didn't



